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Connections 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit;  and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there 
are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. I Corinthians 12:4-6 

 Mirroring the dog days and the high temperatures, often the church slows down a bit in the 

summer. Yet I have found that rather than slowing down, God's people at River Road are 

buzzing with momentum and an expectation that God is at work. Part of this Holy 

Spirit energy comes from the church leadership who have prayed hard and 

worked diligently to welcome three new staff persons into the role of servant leadership. 

We are grateful to welcome the following: Mrs. Ansley Higginbotham as our new part-

time Director of Children's Ministry, Ms. Mary Burton transitioning from the Youth 

Ministry Intern to the part-time Director of Youth Ministry, and Rev. Joe Torrence who 

will serve as the part-time Discipleship and Program Director. We know that God has 

equipped these persons to organize and activate discipleship in the areas of children, youth, 

and adult ministries (other wise known as the family of God!)  I am excited for each of you 

to come to know them personally and even more energized to think of the ways in which 

they will share in our mission of making disciples for Christ to transform the world-

beginning with our neighborhoods and city-for good and for God. Here is a snapshot of 

who they are and how God has brought them into God's corner of ministry called River 

Road UMC!   Peace and Grace, Pastor Darcey Johnson 
 

Ansley Higginbotham: 

The Higginbotham family is loving it here at River Road UMC!  I am a lifelong United 

Methodist and Richmond native so I feel right at home in this congregation.  A graduate of 

Virginia Tech, I was a communications and advertising professional before answering the 

call to ministry.  My husband, Page, and I were both raised beef cattle farming (I know, 

random) and enjoyed several years raising cattle on his family farm in Orange before 

returning to Richmond.  Page is a law student at University of Richmond and we have two 

ridiculously cute boys, Sammy (5) and Franklin (3).   I have been blessed to serve at some 

awesome churches with amazing people throughout Richmond and Orange.  I earned a 

professional certificate in youth and theology from Princeton Theological Seminary that 

strengthened and enhanced my passion for relational, missional and intergenerational 

ministry.  I love singing, running, yoga, reading, traveling and play outside with my 

boys.  Oh, and eating – lots and lots of eating.  

Mary Burton: 

I have loved getting to know the youth, their families, and many other members of 

RRUMC over the past few years as the youth intern and I am VERY excited to continue 

my ministry here as the Director of Youth Ministries! I was born & raised in Short Pump 

and I have lived here for most of my life. My grandfather was an Episcopal minister, so I 

was in church every Sunday until he passed away when I was 7. From them until high 

school, I didn't go to church, but the Sunday before I started 9th grade, my friend invited 

me to youth group. I didn't know what youth group was, but I went with her and I was 

hooked. I began to feel a strong call to youth ministry during my junior year of high 

school. I started volunteering with our middle school youth group (we had separate mid 

high & senior high youth groups) in 2008, and I have been doing youth ministry, in some 

capacity, ever since. 
-Continued on next page- 
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Connections   

   Upcoming Sermon Series: 

At The Waterôs Edge: 
 

August 2      Come to the Waters Isaiah 55:1-13 

August 9      Cleansing  Psalm 51:1-12 

August 16      In The Storm  Mark 4:35-41 

      Psalm 107:28-32 

August 23      Overflow   John 7:37-44 

 

Back To School: 

 August 30  Learning as God Teaches  Deuteronomy 6:1-18 

September 6 Learning as Jesus Teaches  Mark 1:21-22 

         Luke 5:27-32 

         Matthew 28:16-20 

September 13 Learning as the Spirit Teaches John 15:15-17; 25-27 

         Acts 1:1-19          

September 20  Learning as the World Teaches Joshua 1:8-9 

           2 Timothy 3:10-17 

         Hebrews 4:12-13 
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Welcoming our New Staff continued... 
I share my house with my younger brother who is 19 and my wonderful yellow lab named Sadie. My house 

has a revolving door - there are always friends & neighbors coming & going - and I wouldn't have it any other 

way. I try to make sure that every single person that I meet knows that they are important and they are loved. 

My home is always open to those who need a place to go, -because I believe that's what Jesus would do for us 

and I strive to be Jesus to everyone that I meet. 

In addition to working at River Road, I am also a part-time nanny for a family with a 2-year-old girl & a 12-

year-old boy, who I love very much. I've been working for them for almost 2 years. I am in school part-time at 

J Sargeant Reynolds, majoring in Social Sciences. When I am done at Reynolds, I hope to either transfer to 

VCU and major in Social Work or go to seminary and, eventually, be ordained as a deacon in the United 

Methodist Church. I am a firm believer that we are called to be the hands and feet of Jesus to the world and I 

hope that both my ministry here are River Road UMC and my life exemplify that. I love you all and I can't 

wait to get to know you more. 
 

Joe Torrence: 

Hey everyone my name is Joe Torrence and I am an ordained deacon in the United Methodist church who cur-

rently serves as the Minister to Youth and Church Relations for United Methodist Family Services based in 

Richmond, Virginia.  I am a 20 year veteran in youth ministry and believe that the call of the church is to be in 

mission with the world. I am a graduate of Ferrum College and Eastern Mennonite Seminary and originally 

from Lynchburg, VA. I have a beautiful wife Casey who teaches at St Christopher’s Upper School and three 

incredible daughters, Ellie, Riley and Carter. Being a husband and dad is an incredible gift. I enjoy doing any-

thing outside but most of all golfing, riding bikes and running (I really do not like it but Casey does so I have 

to keep up). I believe that every day is a gift from God and should be treated as such and I am incredibly ex-

cited to see what God is going to do at River Road and can’t wait to meet you in person. 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
     United Methodist Women need you!   Your energy, your ideas, your time, your talent 
and your enthusiasm!   "Why Join Up?"  " Today's UMW member is not the caricatured 
"church lady" of days gone by.   She has evolved into today's modern woman who thinks 
beyond her own doorstep and church doors.   She has a global concept and is conscious o the spiritual and physical 
hunger of the disenfranchised of the world.   River Road's "sisterhood" of mission minded women is well and active. 
Every soul who joins in our efforts is welcomed for their compassion and willingness to "get it done."   Let's be frank.  Did 
you know there are children in Haiti who finally have underwear because of the efforts of our women?   How's that for 
practical compassion?   Feed the hungry.   Give them Jesus.   Change the world.  It's that simple.   Come and join us.   We 
will welcome you."   One of our own wrote this   Think about it. 

We have several positions open for open-hearted, committed persons.   We need a representative to Covenant Woods and 
The Hermitage.   Both are United Methodist retirement facilities which we support and love.   We also need a UMW 
Secretary.   We meet the fourth Tuesday afternoon of each month  at 1:00 at church.   We would just love to have others 
join us.   We do not meet again until August 25th.   I would love to have these UMW positions filled to demonstrate to our 
new Pastor, Darcey Johnson, how excited we all are as women to have her representing us!   Remember, the Purpose of 
United Methodist Women is: " to be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and experience freedom as 
whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 
through participation in the global ministries of the church."  I am looking forward to a HUGE response! Thank you so 
much! 

MARY MARTHA CIRCLE 
 Please join us for the Mary Martha Circle meeting on Thursday, September 3 at 7p.m. at the home of Pearcy 
Flippen 8803 River Road.  Pastor Darcey Johnson will be our speaker.  Hope to see you there. 
 

FRANCES ALLEN/ALICE WEED CIRCLE    
I hope all of you are enjoying a nice, quiet summer and that you gardens are all yielding the fresh produce we 
all love.  I do want to remind you of those in our circle and our circle shut-in's who are in need of prayer such 
as Paul Weimar, Betty Simmons, Jackie Stansbury, Barbara Gifford, Becky Diggs, and Jo Brady.   We will be 
starting up again with our every second Tuesday of the month, which will be September 8,2015 and will have 
Pastor Darcy come to join us and tell us a bit about herself.  I am looking forward to seeing "all y'all"!  
 

THANK YOU! 
Thank you River Road members for so generously donating clothing and supplies for the children who will be 
attending the two August All God's Children CAMPS.  The shorts, socks, and underwear for the boys and girls 
are much appreciated and the DVDs, balls, craft items and games will supplement and enhance their camp 
experience.  They will surely feel God's love through your caring gifts! Please pray for these 7-12 year olds as 
they enjoy their week of "sanctuary" from the daily struggles and challenged that result from having an 
incarcerated parent.  As they go about camp activities may they experience God's love for them and be 
encouraged. 
RR United Methodist Women 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stay tunedéé!!!!!!!! 

RIVER ROAD UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

SAVE THE DATE!  
An invite to revive & re-energize! 

 

Tuesday, August 25, 2015 
1:00 p.m. 
Room 206 

Come one, come all 
Gregarious RRUMC Women! 

 

RSVP to Pearcy Flippen 
pflippen@comcast.net 

mailto:pflippen@comcast.net


Connect with Each Other é through SMALL GROUPS 
 

SUNDAY MORNING 9:30 
(Room 205) Contemporary Christian: Bearing Fruit: Ministry with Real Results by: Lovett H. Weems and 
       Tom Berlin 
(Room 206) Fidelis: Rob Fuquay's book "The God we can know."   
(Room 209) Good News:  The Gospel of Matthew 
(Room 202) Wesleyan: The Gospel of John 
(Basement)  Youth – grades 6 and up 
(Room 106) - Preschool (3 years and fully potty trained until they start kindergarten) 
(Room 109) - Early Elementary (K-1st grade) 
(Room 107) - Middle Elementary (2nd-3rd grade) 
(Room 105) - Older Elementary (4th-5th grade) 
 

SUNDAY MORNING (10:45) 
(Room 207) Young Families & Adults: Liquid Video Series: Crossing . Experience the uncommon 
courage, faith, and obedience of Joshua with this DVD-based curriculum. Features five soul-stirring 10-
minute videos about present-day characters whose struggles mirror biblical stories. Live at Five. Based on 
the Book of James, her story highlights the relevance of God's Word today.   
 

(Room 210) EARTH AND SPIRIT - Studies from the Green Bible; Contact Michael Wriston for details. 

(Room 206) Love Class: NOOMA by Rob Bell is a series of short films that explore our world 
from a perspective of Jesus. NOOMA is an invitation to search, question, and join the 
discussion.  
 
 

 

 

SMALL GROUPS 
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THE MASTER'S HAND 

Wishing to encourage her young son's progress on the piano, a mother took the small boy to a Paderewski 
concert.  After they were seated, the mother spotted a friend in the audience and walked down the aisle to 
greet her.  Seizing the opportunity to explore the wonders of the concert hall, the little boy rose and eventually 
explored his way through a door marked "NO ADMITTANCE." 

When the house lights dimmed and the concert was about to begin, the mother returned to her seat and dis-
covered that her son was missing.  Suddenly, the curtains parted and spotlights focused on the impressive 
Steinway on stage.  In horror, the mother saw her little boy sitting at the keyboard, innocently picking out 
"Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star."  At that moment, the great piano master made his entrance, quickly moved to 
the piano, and whispered in the boy's ear, "Don't quit, keep playing."   

Then leaning over, Paderewski reached down with his left hand and began filling in a bass part.  Soon his right 
arm reached around to the other side of the child and he added a running obligatio.  Together, the old master 
and the young novice transformed a frightening situation into a wonderfully creative experience.  The audi-
ence was mesmerized. 

That's the way it is with God.   What we can accomplish on our own is hardly noteworthy.  We try our best, but 
the results aren't exactly graceful flowing music.  But with the hand of the Master, our life's work truly can be 
beautiful.  Next time you set out to accomplish great feats, listen 
carefully.  You can hear the voice of the Master, whispering in 
your ear, "Don't quit, keep playing."  Feel His loving arms around 
you.  Know that His strong hands are playing the concerto of your 
life.  Remember, God doesn't call the equipped, He equips the 
called.   
 
- AUTHOR UNKNOWN - 
 

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/bookstore.aspx?contributorid=619477
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CHILDRENôS MINISTRY 

 

Serve our Children and be blessed! 

Children's Church is back and already extremely well-attended.   

We need non-parent adult volunteers to serve our children during 11 a.m. worship on a rotating basis.  (Their 
parents are already teaching Sunday school so let's not ask them to do double-duty!  Let's give them a chance 
to study and worship, too!) 

If you are feeling called by the Holy Spirit to serve our children, either at 9:30 or 11:00, please email or call 
Ansley at ansley@riverroadumc.org or 804.347.8831.   

At baptisms, we all commit before our Lord to personally participate in the spiritual development of our 
young disciples.  Be blessed by them and join the fun! 

 
A NOTE FROM ANSLEY 

What does it mean to be a church that welcome's children and their parents?  What acts of hospitality would 
encourage a parent to choose our church as a partner in their child's spiritual journey?  Possible answers 
could include children being welcomed in worship, a fully staffed and trained volunteer roster for children's 
ministry, a supportive physical environment, and non-parent adults who actively participate in discipleship.  I 
challenge each of us to spend the month of August looking around and looking within to fully evaluate how 
welcoming we are to children and their parents.  How easy is it to take a child to the restroom or nurse a hun-
gry baby?  How many of our Sunday school leaders are non-parents?  How do we react to children who attend 
worship with their parents?  What can each of us, individually and collectively, do to make sure children and 
their parents know with certainty that we want them here at River Road UMC?  I am so excited about the 
amazing possibilities here and what kind of radical and explosive ministry a prayerful congregation could pro-
duce.  Share with me what your prayer over this reveals to you! 

 
Save the Date for CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL CELEBRATION & PROMOTION SUNDAY, 
August 30 at 9:30 a.m. 

We will celebrate this exciting ministry and welcome our rising kindergarteners and rising third graders into 
their respective  new classes!  This is also a perfect time to join a class if you've never tried Sunday school or 
haven't been coming in a while.  It is a fantastic time for any new, potty-trained three-year-olds to join our 
Preschooler class.  Its also a great time to bring that guest you've been thinking about inviting.  Attendance is 
so important this Sunday so any new class members receive a huge welcome.  We will have some fun and 
some treat so get excited!  *If you know of a family that should receive an invitation, please share their infor-
mation with Ansley immediately! 

 
And ENORMOUS thank you to our AMAZING VOLUNTEERS!  Thank you to those who've served tirelessly 
this summer to teach Sunday school, to support Camp Hano-
ver, to support our CARITAS children, to support Children's 
Church, to support Open Arms Preschool, to serve on Chil-
dren's ministry, and to support our new staff.  RRUMC has the 
best Children's ministry volunteers and we should praise God 
for their cheerful service to Christ Jesus.   

 
 
 

 

 

This was made by the campers at Camp Hanover  
as a Thank You to our church. 

mailto:ansley@riverroadumc.org
tel:804.347.8831
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

The July 13th meeting of the Congregational Care Committee was graced by the attendance of our new pastor, Rev. Dar-
cey Johnson. The meeting was positive, exciting and loving, with each committee chairperson reporting to Darcey on 
their personal committee responsibilities and sharing how each committee works with each other, participating in all 
congregational activities. The Congregational Care Committee consists of service in the following areas of River Road 
Church life: Lay Communion Ministry   Amy King 
  Church Blood Drive                               Debbe Harless 
  Confirmation Class Ice Cream Social                Sandy Jolley 
  Confirmation Class Lunch   Anne Dudley 
  Flower Ministry                Brenda Anderson 
  “Food For The Soul”    Susan Shelton 
  Graduates Reception    Susan Rothenberg 
  Prayer Cards     Kate Meilink  
  Prayer, Praise & Healing Service           Martha Narron 
  Prayer Shawl Ministry    Sandy Jolley 
  Sunshine Ministry    Dino Sadler 
  Committee Chairperson    Barbara Ward 
  Staff Liaison      Gerould Ward 

 
 One of the verities of scripture is that Jesus was a person of much prayer. As the years go by, it becomes more 
and more clear to me that He knew things about the power of prayer that we are a long time realizing. C.S. Lewis, when 
asked why he continued to pray for his very ill wife, posited that “God sometimes changes circumstances, but always, He 
changes ME through prayer.” 
 I have heard that faith is caught...not taught. We catch it from observing others in their faith walk. Our Thursday 
morning Prayer and Healing service is a conduit for “catching faith’ from our friends. Those who share our inspirational 
messages are teaching and reminding us of the importance of a strong prayer habit in the life of a Christian. There are 
many different kinds of prayer effort. In times of stress, we are familiar with what we call, “the begging prayers.” A ne-
glected area of prayer would be the prayers of thanks and praise. “PRAISE THE LORD ANYWAY” is an admonition di-
rectly from scripture, (“In everything give praise.”) 
 THURSDAY MORNING, folks...10 a.m. in our lovely chapel. We probably shall never know all there is to know 
about prayer, but that which we DO know...is powerful...but only if put into practice. 
       Always striving to learn, 
       A friend in faith, Martha Narron 

August Birthdays 
 

August 1  August 2  August 4  August 5  August 6 
Randi Wingate  Eliza Wittmann  Gloria Jeffrey  Ken Peterson  Ryan Neighbors 
      Rob Neighbors  Sheila Fleming 
      Brittany Benton 
      Meredith Fleming 
      Jamie Benson      
  

August 9  August 11  August 12  August 13  August 14 
Jonathan Barrett Olivia Templeman Chuck Bartlett  Leona Williams  Granville Patrick 
Alyona Marks           
Joanna Johnson       
 

August 15  August 17  August 18  August 19  August 20  
Ken Atherholt  Elissa Williamson  Evelyn Hill  Bella Benson  Brenda Skinner 
Joyce Painter     Carrie Templeman   
          

August 21  August 22  August 25   August 28  August 30  
Phil Cornett  Sandy Irwin  Dave Morris  George Huggins  Daniel O’Neill  
Christopher Jeffrey Meg Eastman         
Matthew Jeffrey Madi Dameron 
Morgan Fishwick           
   

August 31    
Bill Graeter    
Rhodes Ritenour         
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Words of John Wesley 
Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the 
places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you 
can.  
               --John Wesley, Founder of Methodism 

Through Mission opportunities, we can connect to the world. 
 
 

Micah Initiative Needs          

The Micah Initiative is a partnership between churches, synagogues, mosques and other 
communities of faith in metropolitan Richmond and the Richmond Public Schools for the 
purpose of supporting the education and the nurture of the children of Richmond.  River Road 
has participated in this ministry since 2009, with River Road members volunteering as part of 
the weekly Literacy Team at Oak Grove Elementary School.  In the fall weôd love to add 
volunteers to our Literacy Team.....1 hour K-1 reading tutors throughout the school 
year.  Contact Mary York (754-0802; tmews.york@verizon.net), who coordinates River Road’s Micah 
volunteer efforts, if you are interested and want to get connected. 
 
Many THANKS to everyone who has donated to the Oak Grove Elementary School Supplies!! Donations will 
be accepted through Sunday, August 9th. Contact Mary York with any questions-310-6975 or 
tmews.york@verizon.net 

 

CARITAS Family Focus    

Over 100 River Roaders responded to a need, as we hosted 8 families, with a total of 31 family members, the 
week of July 25 through August 1.  Sunday School classes and other small groups 
made home-cooked meals, while other River Roaders helped with laundry duty, 
staying overnight, etc.  And the response by the Church for the needed food and 
supplies was outstanding.  Thanks to Doug Jolley, for coordinating this 
important event in the life of our Church. 
 

TANGIER ISLAND MISSION TRIP  
As this newsletter is going to print, ten River Roaders are preparing to head to Tangier Island, teaming up 
again with Mt. Pisgah UMC in Midlothian (Rev. Bob Cooper’s church), for the week 
of August 3-9.  Swain Memorial, the island’s United Methodist Church, is hosting 
us.  The combined team will help repair homes damaged by time and the elements, 
and teach Vacation Bible School to the island kids.  In addition, 7 River Roaders are 
taking the Monday day trip to help deliver supplies and tour the island. 
 
 

River Road UMC Travel Mugs       

Support River Road’s Mission efforts by buying a travel coffee mug with the new River Road logo.  Bring it to 
Church on Sundays and eliminate paper waste! 
These stylish mugs are insulated so the contents will stay hot for an extended time especially when 
you’re on the run.  With their modern design these mugs are as durable as they are classy.  Pick one 
up in the Welcome Center.  Make your $10 check payable to River Road UMC, and enjoy!  All 
proceeds support local Mission projects. 
 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  

Charge Conference is scheduled for October 8, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

mailto:tmews.york@verizon.net
mailto:tmews.york@verizon.net
http://www.caritasva.org/index.html


8800 River Road 

Henrico VA 23229-7802 

Phone: 804-740-7061 

Fax: 804-740-3367 

Preschool: 804-754-0227 

Weôre on the  web at 

www.riverroadumc.org 

Open Arms Preschool 

Children are Such a Blessing! 
The question is the same every year— “Where did the summer go?!”    All 

the hopes to paint, reorganize, de-clutter… get the house in shape.   You know what 
they say about “the best-laid plans.”    Did you have 
similar projects?  Did you accomplish what you had 
hoped?   Or… did you see your child’s smiling face 
with a beach towel in one hand and a bottle of 
sunscreen in the other?  Did you see that window-
cleaning paled in comparison to an afternoon at the 
pool?  Did you turn off the lawn mower and kneel 
down with your child to dig in the dirt looking for all 
kinds of cool bugs?  Did you decide to set down the 
laundry basket and go on a bike ride together?  Did 
you take time to truly appreciate that wonderful gift 
that God has given you?     

We are happy that you have been able to share this special time with your 
child.  We here at Camp Open Arms have been busy with lots of fun activities each 
week.  Whether it's making our own bubble solution,  designing our own 4th of July 
flags, traveling around the world, making patterns with red and blue, painting with 
shaving cream or imagining what it was like when Jesus was a kid.   We've 
experienced these and so much more.  We also remembered those who are not as 
fortunate as we are.  We decorated  lunch bags and donated breakfast items for our 
CARITAS guests, who visited late last month. 

If you wish to be an Open Arms family, we still have some 
spaces available for our 2015-2016 school year.  We offer a 
morning preschool program from 9:00 a.m. to noon with 
early drop-off available at 7:00 a.m. and an afternoon 
enrichment/extended day program until 6:00 p.m.   We 
also offer year-round programs for families wanting a 
quality full-day program for their children.  For more 
information, please call Joan Brennan at 754-0227 or visit 
our website at    www.openarmschristianpreschool.org.   

 

  

August 2015 

August 2
3, 2

015  i
s th

e 

deadlin
e fo

r t
he

 

Septe
m

ber 2
015

 

Connectio
ns.

 

MENôS Event For Summer 2015 

Men, you are invited to join a great group of guys for a time of food, fun, and 
fellowship this summer.  We will be going to see a … 

        Richmond Kickers soccer game on Saturday, August 22nd at 7pm. 

If you are interested in joining up please contact Jeff Williams at 804-687-
2829 or 4jswilliams@gmail.com. 

Hope to see you there! 

http://www.openarmschristianpreschool.org/
mailto:4jswilliams@gmail.com

