
General Conference: Seeking God’s Will for 
the United Methodist Church 

Once every four years an important meeting occurs in the United 
Methodist Church called General Conference. This year the gathering will 
occur from May 10th to May 20th in Portland, Oregon. The theme for the 
conference is “Therefore Go” and is based upon Matthew 28:19-20 where 
Jesus tells his followers to “go and make disciples of all nations.” The General 
Conference attempts to take a 30,000 foot view of the worldwide church to 
assess how we are making disciples and how God is challenging us to 
transform the world. The General Conference is the highest legislative body in 
our church and voting membership consists of an equal number of clergy and 
lay delegates elected by the annual conferences. This year there will be 864 
delegates who will consider 1044 petitions. Our conference, the Virginia 
Annual Conference, will send 22 delegates, 11 clergy and 11 lay persons.  

The delegates will consider and can revise church law which includes 
the power to define and fix conditions of church membership, the powers and 
duties of clergy and the episcopacy (bishops), to define the responsibilities of 
the annual conferences, to provide for the organization and promotion of the 
Church’s work outside the United States, to provide and revise the Hymnal 
and to regulate matters related to the form of worship, to provide a judicial 
system for the Church, to determine and provide for the raising of funds 
needed to carry on the work of the church, and to select presiding officers 
from the bishops. As you can see, the delegates to the General Conference 
will be extremely busy in the coming weeks!  

 The General Conference will face many pivotal issues at this 
session. The most pressing will be our Church’s response to gay and lesbians 
persons. I ask that you pray diligently for those participating in the General 
Conference. We pray that our Church’s decisions will reflect biblical truth and 
Christ’s grace not only in the outcome, but in how delegates treat and discuss 
issues with one another. Now is the time to pray for our United Methodist 
Church!  

Also if you want to follow the proceedings, check out the following 
website at http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2016. 

Peace in Christ,  

Pastor Darcey  

 
Inside this 

issue:  

Sermon Series, 

How to Reach 

New People 

 

2 

Small groups, 

Camp Hanover,  

Birthdays  

3 

Youth, 

Childrenôs 

Ministry  

4-

5 

UMW, 

Congregational 

Care, Thank 

You 

 

6 

Missions 7 

Fun Dance 

Night & Open 

Arms Christian 

Preschool  

8 

  

May 2016  

Connections 

May/ June   

Upper Room 

devotionals are 

available in the 

Welcome Center, 

Narthex, and 

History Corner. 

Pick up your copy 

the next time 

youôre at church. 



Page 2 Connections  

How To Reach New People  

Worship Series: Showing Up to Show Down 

May 1   Showing Up to Show Down: Rooted  

May 8  Showing Up to Show Down: Forgiveness - Motherôs Day 

May 15  Showing Up to Show Down: Pentecost  

 

Upcoming Worship Series: Book of James 

May 22  Temptation vs Testing  

May 29  Playing Favorites  

June 5  Hearing and Doing  

June 12  Taming the Tongue  

June 19  Donôt Pray for Patience - 

  Fatherôs Day 

June 26  What Does Prayer Do?  

 

 

 

  

 

On April 16th we had a Tune-Up day. We met with our 
coach and developed a 6-month plan for reaching new 
people in our community. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Communications team meeting outside of the 
church, committed to Reaching New People! 
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May Birthdays  
 

May 1    May 2    May 3    May 4           May 5  
Jane Gresham  Steve Thomas  Morey Brady  Davis Messer  Grayson Clarke 
Jane Boaz     David Harpole      Jack Magoon  
Tom York     Ryan Morris      Anthony Franklin  
Page Higginbotham 
           

May 6    May 7    May 8    May 9    May 10  
Teddie Lawrence John Simmers  Ansel Eastman Will Conner   Virginia Patterson  
Addie Kemp  Chuck Messer         
   Will Templeman         
   Griffin Gayne         

May 13   May 14   May 15   May 16   May 18  
Kyla Crenshaw Stephanie Jeffrey Preston Purdum Missy Markey   Jim Banta 
      Gene Lyon 
      Ernie Weston    
          

May 19   May 21   May 22    May 23   May 24   
Phil Brennan  Bill May   Nancy Kuehl  Janie Dowdy  Bess Traylor 
Casey Torrence    Ethan Benson  Leo Dunn  Christopher Cather  
Noah Benson        Franklin Higginbotham  
        
May 25   May 26   May 31  
Dot Patrick   Laura Talley  Elizabeth Buchholz 
Joan Brennan 
Stephanie Reed-Wriston  
   

SUNDAY MORNING 9:30  
(Room 205) Contemporary Christian: Bearing Fruit: Ministry with Real Results by: Lovett H. Weems & Tom Berlin  
(Room 206) Fidelis: The Book of Acts  
(Room 209) Good News:  The Gospel of Matthew 
(Room 202) Wesleyan: Christian Ethics: A Life Worthy of the Gospel  
(Room 106) - Preschool (3 years and fully potty trained until they start kindergarten)  
(Room 109) - Early Elementary (K -1st grade) 
(Room 107) - Middle Elementary (2nd -3rd grade) 
(Room 105) - Older Elementary (4th -5th grade) 
 

SUNDAY MORNING (11:00)  
(Room 207) The Purpose Driven Group: The Purpose Driven Life 
 
 

Camp Hanover  
Back by popular demand, this affordable day camp will be available to anyone in our community who is completing 

kindergarten through 5th grade this year (so rising 1st through 6th graders).   

¶ July 18-22 here at River Road UMC in Sleepy Hollow 

¶ $100 registration fee 

¶ 9:00-3:00 daily 

¶ Sibling Discount: every additional child registered from your family will receive $20 discount.   

Financial aid is available!  We want everyone to be able to attend regardless of finances.  Please contact Pastor Darcey 

for any partial or full scholarship requests.   

Extended Care is back!  for an additional $50 for the week, your child can stay until 5 PM! 

Days at a Camp Hanover Day Camp are packed with Bible stories, songs, activities, arts & crafts, nature study, and 

games in small groups. One-week Day Camp sessions for children entering 1st through 6th grade are offered at multiple 

locations throughout Central and Northern Virginia. Highlights of the Day Camp experience include cooking a meal 

over a campfire, getting wet and wacky on  Water Day and an end of the week program for parents and family. 

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/bookstore.aspx?contributorid=619477
mailto:darcey@riverroadumc.org
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May Student Ministry News:  

Over the next few weeks we are going 
to be thinking a lot about waiting. 

Waiting for summer break, waiting for 

the pool to open and waiting for school 

to end. Waiting on a prayer.. 

Recently I have been thinking a lot about Joseph, you know 
Joseph coat of many colors Joseph. So his dad gives him this 
great coat, Joseph has a great vision and we are set for incredible things to begin to happen. But as 
the story goes, Joseph gets thrown into a pit, traded into slavery, works his way up the ladder, falls 
down because of a woman and finds himself in jail trapped again. So if you do the math from the 
time he first has his vision /dream /gets a cool coat/ and ends up in jail years go by.  
Can you imagine waiting years to go by waiting for an answer to a prayer? Honestly I do not like to 
wait 5 seconds for God to answer my payers but to wait years. Or like Abraham and Sarah or  
Zacharia and Elizabeth, the scriptures are full of people who wait. Me on the other hand short 
change the system and when the answer is not right in front of me, I answer my own prayer. By the 
way this never works out well. So often in life we settle for good when God wants to give us great. 
Really waiting on the answer to a prayer is the core of what it means to have faith in God. Putting 
our trust in the knowledge that God wants what is best for us and that God's love for us never stops. 
It is the living out of Jer. 29:11 ñFor I know the plans I have for you,ò says the LORD. ñThey are plans 
for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. And maybe that is why it is so difficult 
to be patient, being patient requires trust. So as you are waiting remember that God is faithful and 
trust that what God has in store for you is a future Hope. Happy Waiting! 
 

May Calendar of events:  

Sunday May 1- Revolve Youth Ministry 5 -7 PM 

Sunday May 15- Revolve Student Ministry 5-7 PM (Last youth group of the school year)  

Sunday June 5 - Movinô on UP - 5-7 PM. Come and join us for our summer kickoff and 

welcoming party to our newest members of the Revolve family our rising 6 th  graders. 

We will play some really fun games, have great worship and free KONA ICE for anyone 

who comes.  

 

Summer Calendar:  

Sunday June 5 - Movin on UP  

Sunday June 12 - 6-7 PM Summer Revolve  

More information coming soon!  

 

YOUTH -  REVOLVE  

http://justkingdom.blogspot.com/2014/01/waiting-on-prayer.html
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CHILDRENôS MINISTRY 
May 2016  

CRAWLERS AND TODDLER S PLAYGROUP  
We are going have our next play group on Thursday, May 19, 9:15 am - 10:30 am, in the Activity Room.   

This group is geared towards Crawlers and Toddlers but all babies and preschoolers are welcome.   

All caregivers welcome...moms, dads, grandparents, and professional caregivers. 

We will have coffee and snacks.   
 

Preschool Sunday School   

Potty-trained 3, 4 and 5-year-olds 

9:30 in room 108, Led by Robin Ely, Megan Gilliland, Carrie Francisco  
 

Younger Elementary Sunday School  

Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd graders 

9:30 in room 107, Led by Beth Stuckey, Jeni Benson, Jaimey Honea, Kelly Kemp 
 

Older Elementary Sunday School   

3rd, 4th and 5th graders 

9:30 in room 105, Led by Sandy Irwin and Alain Markey  
 

Children's Church  

Potty-trained preschoolers and elementary students 

Leave 11 a.m. worship together after "Time for young disciples" 

(10:45 check-in room 107 if needed for parents attending small groups) 

Pick up in room 107 or playground after worship, Led by Ansley Higginbotham and Meg Eastman 

Professionally-staffed Nursery is offered for infants, toddlers and preschoolers for all three services and 
small groups times at 8:30, 9:30 and 11:00 am. 
 

YOUR CHILDREN ARE WELCOME AT ALL OUR WORSHIP SERVICES!   

Please attend worship with your children, grandchildren, and guests!  Worship attendance is very impor-
tant, even at a young age, for spiritual development.  We are ALL created for worship! Worship bags and 
children's bulletins are  available at all three services.   
 

Volunteer Opportunities in Children's Ministry  
We have the following openings for adult ministry partners.    
Please contact Pastor Darcey  to discus these exciting opportunities to serve. 
 

-Assistant Teacher:  Our children's ministry is blessed with amazing committed teachers, so you can 
be blessed by simply signing up to so who up to assist and enjoy our kids!  All the fun with none of 
the prep work!   Most serve about once a month.  Background check required.  9:30 and 11:00 am op-
tions available.  
 

-Children's Worship Welcome Coordinator:  Easy and fun way to serve on your own time.  Make our 
children and their families feel welcome at worship by coming in for an hour any time during the 
week and preparing the worship bags and children's bulletins for Sunday mornings.   
 

-Toddler Play Group Coordinator:   This group is so much fun you will really be grateful you took 
this opportunity.  One day a month, prepare the space for Toddler Play group, welcome caregivers 
and their families during the event, then clean up afterwards.   Best for someone or a team of two 
without toddlers of their own.   Serve once a month, make a world of difference, and enjoy our cutest 
disciples.  
 

*Ansley is available & willing by appointment to train you & make it easy for you to serve for any of 
these opportunities.  
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THANK YOU  

RIVER ROAD UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

MARY MARTHA CIRCLE:  A gathering of United Methodist Women, will have an end of the year 
dinner at the home of Cathy Clark at 11411 Lindenshire Lane on Wednesday, May 4th at 6:30 pm.  
The main course and drinks will be provided.  Please bring a side, salad or dessert to share with 
everyone.  We hope everyone will join us to celebrate a great year.  
 
FRANCES ALLEN/ALICE WEED CIRCLE  will meet on  May 10th. at 11:00 a.m. in the Activity 
Room. We will have enough time to wrap-up our year, catch up our pledges and take care of any 
other business we have before we welcome our Preschool teachers, and staff members to join us 
for our annual Spring Salad Luncheon. Please remember your salad or dessert assignment and 
make sure that you invite any newcomers who might be interested.       

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Congregational Care Committee proudly sponsored the Annual Senior Luncheon at the church 
on Thursday, April 14th. There were 50+ in attendance. The delicious meal was prepared, and 
served, by students from the Culinary Arts program at United Methodist Family Services (UMFS), 
assisted by Chef Lara Brown who is their instructor. This event is underwritten by the committee's 
budget for 2016.  
  

Entertainment was provided by Mason Patrick, son of our member - Mike Patrick  - and grandson of 
Dot and Granville Patrick. Mason brought two fellow students from the Richmond SPARC program. 
They presented six songs from Broadway and movie  shows. 
  

Plans are underway for our Annual Graduate Recognition to be held on May 22nd. This event will be 
held in the Welcome Center at 10:30 AM. Food and recognition banners will be prepared by Susan 
Rothenberg, a member of our committee. 
If you have children who are graduating from high school, college, or graduate school, please  
contact Eva in the church office before May 13th to provide the information for the banners and  
bulletin. 
 

 
 
 

 
A Note From Ansley:  
I would like to thank you all for the incredible send off celebration and all your kind words and prayers as my 
family prepares for the next exciting chapter of our lives.   What an unbelievable pleasure it has been to serve 
with you all over this last year!   I want to especially thank Jaimey Honea, Meg Eastman, and all the children's 
ministry volunteers for their absolutely tireless commitment to the children of our church and their families in 
the name of Jesus Christ.  As I have already told you all, any success I enjoyed during my tenure is due wholly 
to your willingness to serve with me.  As is so often the case with Virginia Conference United Methodists, I am 
sure our paths will cross again in ministry or fellowship.   In the meantime, I am mindful that wherever we are, 
we serve the same Lord together, and that will bring me comfort as I miss your company.  Will you join me in 
prayer for our next Children's Ministry Director?   I pray that he or she will enjoy the same warm and willing 
congregation, and do even bigger and better things for our church's children and their families in Christ's 
name!  Amen! 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE  
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MISSIONS  

 

                                     Words of John Wesley  
 

 Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you 
can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.  

 

               --John Wesley, Founder of Methodism 
 

 

Through Mission opportunities, we can connect to the world.  
 

Easter Offering For Mission Efforts -  UPDATE  

On behalf of those in need, thank you all who gave to the Easter offering.  We are so close to our 
$25,000 goal, with donations totaling $22,434 as of April 21.  With your help, we will fully fund our 
Mission outreach in 2016. 
 

It is not too late to give :  be sure to note ñEaster Offeringò or ñMissionsò on your check or offering 
envelope. 
 

APRIL MISSIONS RECAP         

How great to see the outpouring of mission efforts in April, as we continued to celebrate the 
resurrection of our Lord!  We worshipped and served at the same time on the Sunday after Easter in 
the Stop Hunger Now Meal Packaging Event, and we helped improve the lives of senior homeowners 
in the Jefferson Davis Corridor as part of Rebuilding Day on April 30.  The total count for 
participants for these two events was over 220!!  While there is some double-counting, as many of 
you participated in both events, how great that we stepped up in force to serve the least of us. 
 

STOP HUNGER NOW ï Recap.  Over 170 River Roaders attended ñserviceò on Sunday, April 3, 
as we worshiped, fellowshipped, ate, and packaged 20,088 meals for Stop Hunger Now, 
an international hunger relief agency committed to ending worldwide hunger.  As part of 
the event, River Road donated over $5,800 to Stop Hunger Now, $4,200 of which was 
from the Gifts for the Manger and Christmas offerings.  If you want to donate to the cause, 
write a check to ñRiver Road UMCò with ñStop Hunger Nowò in the note field. 
 

REBUILDING TOGETHER .  Look for a full report next month, as the newsletter went to press 
before Rebuilding Day on April 30.  As of the date of this article, over 50 River Roaders 
were signed up to help.  Not included in the count are the many folks who donate food 
and supplies, with a special thanks to the women of the Francis Allen/Alice Weed 
Circle, for their generous support through donations of sandwiches, fruit, and other 
assorted goodies for the event! 
 

CARITAS ï August 6 -  13     

The week of August 6-13, we will host folks experiencing homelessness 
each night.  Up to 40 guests will be with us for dinner, to sleep through 
the night, and to have breakfast in the morning.  People will be needed to shop for food and other 
items needed for our guests, prepare and serve meals, do laundry, sleep overnight, and perform 
other duties as we provide for our guests during the week.  Doug Jolley is the coordinator. 
 

River Road UMC Travel Mugs         

Support River Roadôs Mission efforts by buying a travel coffee mug with the new River Road logo.  
Bring it to Church on Sundays and eliminate paper waste! 
 

These stylish mugs are insulated so the contents will stay hot for an extended time 
especially when youôre on the run.  With their modern design these mugs are as durable as 
they are classy.  Pick one up in the Welcome Center.  Make your $10 check payable to River 
Road UMC, and enjoy!  All proceeds support local Mission projects. 
  

http://www.stophungernow.org/site/PageServer
http://www.caritasva.org/index.html


8800 River Road  

Henrico VA 23229  

Phone: 804 -740 -7061  

Fax: 804 -740 -3367  

Preschool: 754 -0227  

Weôre on the  web at 

www.riverroadumc.org  
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 This is a prime opportunity to invite others to  

FUN DANCE NIGHT  

Tuckahoe Square Dancing Club is sponsoring 3 nights of fun dancing 

(square dancing, line dancing, and others, all at beginners level). 

Open to everyone. Cost is $5 for ages 10 and up. Dress is casual. Light 

refreshments will be served.  

May 7th, 8-10pm - Roslyn Center Picnic Pavilion  

June 25, 8-10pm - American Legion Post 175 

July 23, 8-10pm - Pinchbeck Elementary School.  

For more information contact Patricia or Paul Mershon at                

804-285-8712. 

Where Has the Year Gone?!  

May has come so soon!  It seemed that the first day of school 
was just yesterday.  We have had a wonderful year with many good 
memories.  Friends, laughter, music, movement, construction, math, 

language, stories, science, technology,  exploration ï 
all part of our year.  With us through all our learning 
and fun is God.   We love hearing about how 
wonderful He is, especially during Chapel Time with 
Pastor Darcey.  We thank Him  daily for loving us 
and keeping us safe.  

 This summer, we will have weekly camps for 
preschoolers to rising kindergartners.  Weôd love to 
have you here with us!  Registration forms are on the 
bulletin board outside the Nursery.   

We are still accepting 
registrations for the 2016-2017 school 
year.  If you or someone you know is 
still in need of a quality preschool 
program, please have them call Joan 
Brennan at 754-0227.   You may also 

visit our website at www.openarmschristianpreschool.org .   

 

  

http://www.openarmschristianpreschool.org

