
LOVE DOES 
Stewardship Series in October 

I was in a conversation recently with a newcomer to the church. It was in between 
worship services, you could see people enjoying the courtyard while walking towards the 
Sanctuary and hear children snacking on popcorn in the Welcome Center. This person 
asked me a delightfully pointed question, “What do you think is the mark of your church? 
What makes you all who you are?” By this time a church member had entered the 
conversation so I curiously handed the question over to them: “oh,” they replied without 
missing a beat: “Missions and serving other people. It doesn’t make us unique exactly, but 
we as a church make it a priority to make the love of God real to other people.”  

Missions - it is what we do because it is who we are as the people of God. We are a 
people who have been forgiven and freed; redeemed and renewed; so that we can serve, 
give, build, feed, paint, forgive, go-without, and listen all in the name of Christ. Because we 
have experienced the wholeness that God can bring into our brokenness, we have 
something to say and do in response to the brokenness in our world. 

This month we are going to dive deeper into this idea of doing what we do as a 
church because of who we are in Christ as part of our stewardship series called LOVE 
DOES. Each Sunday beginning on October 2nd we will hear people give their testimonies in 
spoken and written form as to how doing or receiving the love of God has changed their 
lives.  We will consider that biblically Christ’s call to “lay down one’s life for others” is 
where true contentment and joy reside (John 15:13). During the month you will also receive 
correspondence from our Stewardship Team. They will ask you to prayerfully consider, 
individually or as a family, what God is asking you to give financially to support the 
ministries of the church by completing an Estimate of Giving Card. We know that together 
our monetary giving translates into changed lives, children empowered in education, 
homes being built in partnership with lower income families, people receiving pastoral 
support during times of difficulty, and people of all ages being formed in the gospel hope.  

To visualize outwardly the inward commitment to serve, during the LOVE DOES 
stewardship series please bring in non-perishable food items to benefit the Welbourne 
UMC and Ginter Park UMC food pantries. You can place the items in the Welcome Center 
under the poster that names the worship service you normally attend. We will have a 
friendly competition to see how each of our 3 services practice the love of Christ by feeding 
others!  

Our LOVE DOES stewardship series will culminate on October 30th with a joint 
worship service at 10:30am in the sanctuary (10/30 at 10:30am). During this worship 
experience we will praise God for the love that is being done in Christ’s name and you will 
be invited to bring your Estimate of Giving Card forward as an act of worship.  

And so I ask you: “What do you think is the mark of our church? What makes us 
who we are?” Together, we can say: “We, as a church, make it a priority to make the love of 
God real to other people.” We seek to boldly and relevantly reach out, because that’s what 
Jesus did and that is what LOVE DOES. 

Peace, 
Pastor Darcey 
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Worship Series: Love Does 

 

October 2  Love Breaks, Love Builds, Love Does       Luke 19:41-44 

October 9  Love Extends the Table           Mark 2:13-17 

October 16  Love Speaks Louder in Action            Isaiah 58:10-11                                   

          Matthew 5:13-20 

October 23  Love Serves              John 13:1-17 

October 30  Love Gives: Love and Money           Proverbs 11:25                  

          Corinthians 9:6-15 

Sunday Discipleship Nights a big HIT!   

In case you are not one of the 100 people that have been participating in our Sunday Night              

Discipleship nights, you are missing out on tons of fellowship, spiritual growth, good food, and  

LIVE-LI-NESS!   We’ve been blown away by it’s success and are looking at offering another 5 weeks 

of this programming before year ends and calling it SUNDAY NIGHT LIVE starting on Sunday 

November 6 and continuing through December 11.    

Again, we will offer dinner at 5:00pm for $5 per person with a $20 family max.   M & M and 

YOUTH will continue meeting from 5:30 -7:00 and we will offer a few new adult small group 

studies to include some sustenance for the Advent season. 

Please sign up NOW for any or all portions of this new ministry program – come for dinner only or 

come for it all.  Sign-ups will be in the Welcome Center starting October 2, or you can sign up via the 

website (insert link to forms here for an email blast), or by calling the church office.  

Please sign up NOW for any or all portions of this exciting ministry so we can plan accordingly with 

the proper number of materials, books, meal planning, etc.,  to make it a success.   We hope to have 

you experience this excitement and feeling of aLIVEness for yourself! 
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SUNDAY MORNING 9:30 
(Room 205) Contemporary Christian: The Call by Adam Hamilton 
(Room 206) Fidelis: The Gospel of John  
(Room 209) Good News:  The Gospel of Matthew 

           (Room 202) Wesleyan: Religion & Science: Pathway to the Truth 
           (Room 106)  Preschool (3 years and fully potty trained until they start kindergarten) 
           (Room 109)  Early Elementary (K-2nd grade) 
           (Room 105)  Older Elementary (3rd-5th grade) 
 

Sunday Evening Discipleship Groups 
Kick off date is October 11 

DINNER! 

Dinner will be offered in the Fellowship Hall at 5:00 pm ($5 per person with a $20 per family limit). Please 
sign up for dinner by noon on THURSDAY either on the website, by calling the church office or by signing up 
in the Welcome Center on Sunday morning.  Small Groups begin at 5:30 pm and end at 7:00 pm.  

Our schedule will look like this:   

CHILDREN 

Children will have music and mission time from 5:30-7:00. 

YOUTH 

Youth will be meeting from 5:30-7:00. 

ADULTS 

Adults will meet in their choice of one of the small groups below from 5:30-7:00. 

Offerings for adults are: 

The Circle Maker - Praying Circles around Your Biggest Dreams is a study that will introduce you 
to the simple yet life-changing truth: God is for us. If we do not believe this, we will pray small and timid 
prayers. If we live with confidence that God is for us, we will pray big, audacious prayers.  In this small group 
curriculum, you will learn how to claim God-given promises, pursue God-sized dreams, and seize God-
ordained opportunities. You will learn how to draw prayer circles around your family, your job, your church, 
your problems, and your goals.  You will learn that drawing prayer circles starts with discerning what God 
wills; because until God’s sovereign will becomes your sanctified wish, your prayer life will be unplugged from 
its power supply. This is a 6-week class (Sept. 11 - Oct. 16). Led by: Doug Jolley 

Love Does - Discover a Secretly Incredible Life in an Ordinary World is a study based upon a 
book by Bob Goff. Love Does is a video-based small group study, where you will discover the thought-
provoking and meaningful lesson that God's love DOES and asks that you do too in ways that make faith real 
and practical. This study aligns with our Stewardship theme. This is a 6-week class (Sept. 11 - Oct. 16). Led 
by: Martha Mullen 

FaithLink - is a small group that will engage the Bible in one hand with the newspaper or your news app on 
your phone in the other. This study will seek to answer the question of "How can we be faithful followers of 
Jesus in the midst of our often complicated culture?" This is a 6-week class (Sept. 11 - Oct. 16). Led by: Jeff 
Williams 

Kerygma is a Greek word meaning Proclamation as in "the Good News." This class will be great for people 
who want to explore the scripture and examine it up close and personally. (This is the final of 3- ten week 
groups of lessons.) This is a 10-week class (Sept. 11 - Nov. 20). Led by: Becki Mann  

We invite you to come grow in your faith, build on your relationship with Christ, and enhance your faith 
journey by time well spent with each other!  
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Sunday Night Schedule 

5:00-5:25 Dinner ($5 per student or $20 for a family of 4 or more) 

5:25- 6:00- Middle School Large group/ High School Small Group 

6:00-6:15- Worship 

6:15- 7:00- High School Large Group/ Middle School Small group 

We are in need of more adult help on Sunday nights if you 
are interested or willing to help please let me know. We 
would love to have you join our team. 

 

A Blog from John Acuff  

A few weeks ago, I told my 10-year-old daughter that I would write her a story. 

I write for a living and I’m constantly reading about other authors who do that. On a whim, they 
write their kids a story and then voila, Harry Potter! 

I wasn’t going to write her the story because I thought it would turn into a book. I was going to write 
her a story because it’s fun. As soon as I told her that though, she said, “Sure you will. You’ll write 
two pages and then quit.” 

Body blow! 

No one hits as hard as your kids can hit. 

In that simple statement, my daughter revealed that when it comes to my ability to keep my word on 
projects, she has her doubts. 

I tend to be a starter. I am enthusiastic and excited at the beginning, but I tend to fizzle at the end. 
Apparently, McRae had watched that happen and was unsure if I would keep my word. 

That’s a trust issue and there are three things we parents need to remember: 

1. TRUST IS BUILT WHEN WORDS BECOME ACTIONS. 

When you do what you say, you build trust. When you don’t, you destroy it. It’s that simple. 

2. TRUST IS SMALL AND SLOW. 

Trust is a thousand tiny actions built up over time. One by one. Day by day. It’s not a home run     
moment, it’s showing up in small ways consistently. 

3. TRUST CAN BE REBUILT. 

McRae knows I won’t forget her at soccer practice. She knows I’ll take her for ice cream when I say. 
Her comment revealed she didn’t trust me when it came to writing, but even that can be rebuilt. It is 
not lost. 

Trust is like the glue in parenting, it tends to hold your whole relationship with your 
child together. 

Don’t take it for granted. Build it slowly and if it’s been broken, admit it and then rebuild. 

It’s not always easy, but it is always worth it. .. 

 

Contact Joe Torrence for more information: joe@riverroadumc.org 

YOUTH - REVOLVE 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
October 2016 

Nursery  
Professionally-staffed Nursery is offered for infants, toddlers and  
preschoolers for all three service times (8:30, 9:30, 11:00) and Sunday 
evenings from 5-7 pm. 
 

Sunday School  
Preschool 
Potty trained 3, 4 and 5-year-olds 
9:30 am in room 108. Led by Robin Ely, Megan Gilliland, Carrie Francisco, 
Lara Malbon. 
 

Kindergarten - 2
nd

 Grade 
9:30 am in room 107. Led by Beth Stuckey, Jeni Benson, Jaimey Honea, Kelly Kemp. 
 

3rd - 5
th

 Grade 
9:30 am in room 106. Led by Sandy Irwin & John Honea. 
 

YOUR CHILDREN ARE WELCOME AT ALL OUR WORSHIP SERVICES! Please attend worship 
with your children, grandchildren, and guests! Worship attendance is very important, even at a 
young age, for spiritual development. We are ALL created for worship! Worship bags, Storybook  
Bibles, activity binders and bingo are available at all three services. If you feel like you need  
somewhere quieter to worship, the Childrenôs Rooms is available with a live feed of the service and 
activities for your child. Please see an usher if you have any trouble finding these things.  
 

Sunday Night M+M 
Sunday night M+M is in full swing! The kids are having a blast on Sunday 
nights. Please consider joining us from 5-7pm for dinner and small groups 
for children. From 5-5:30pm we will have dinner- check the website for 
what weôre having and RSVP.  
 From 5:30-6:15 K-2 will be in the choir room with Joy Price. 3-5 will be in 
room 109 for missions with Danielle Rinker. At 6:15 K-2 will come down to 
missions and 3-5 will finish up the night in the choir room. 
 

5 and under are always welcome in the nursery. 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES IN CHILDREN'S MINISTRY 

Please contact Danielle Rinker to discuss these exciting opportunities to serve. 

-Assistant Teacher: Our children's ministry is blessed with amazingly committed teachers, so you 
can be blessed by simply signing up to help assist and enjoy our kids! All the fun with none of the 
prep work! Most serve about once a month. Background check required. 9:30 am and 11:00 am    
options available.  

-Children's Worship Welcome Coordinator: Easy and fun way to serve on your own time. Make 
our children and their families feel welcome at worship by coming in for an hour any time during 
the week and preparing the worship bags and children's bulletins for Sunday mornings.  

-Curriculum Planning: Help once a month to set up supplies and prep for the month ahead. This is 
a great way to help out the ministry while being able to worship at any service on Sundays. This   
opportunity will start late October.  

-Toddler Play Group Coordinator: This group is so much fun you will really be grateful you took  
this opportunity. Once a month, prepare the space for Toddler Play group, welcome caregivers and 
their families during the event, then clean up afterwards. Best for someone or a team of two without 
toddlers of their own. Serve once a month, make a world of difference, and enjoy our cutest           
disciples. 
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RIVER ROAD'S GOT TALENT: An exciting evening of fun showcasing the 
many and varied talents of our church members and friendsé 

Sunday, OCTOBER 23rd.  This ultimately is a 
mission fundraiser for 2 of our River Roaders 
in Africa. We are prayerfully in faith planning 
on raising $5,000. Tickets will be sold in       
advance and dinner will be provided.  We need 
YOU to share your talent with us so start   
planning your contribution today.  This event is proudly  sponsored by United Methodist Women. 
See you there!  

Contact Donna Johnson if you would like to participate. metsfans4@verizon.net or 804-221-1006  
 

MARY MARTHA CIRCLE: A gathering of United Methodist women will not have a regular meeting 
in October so that we can attend the River Road talent show on Sunday, October 23, 2016.  Please 
sign up to participate in the show and help the United Methodist women put on this talent show by 
contacting Donna Johnson at metsfans4@verizon.net.  
Our meeting in November will be on Thursday, November 3 at 7 pm at River Road UMC in the  
activity room. Weôll be having a speaker from Crossover Ministries to tell us about what they are  
doing in our community.  We will pass a basket to take up a love offering for Crossover Ministries.  
We hope to see you at both events. 
 

FRANCES ALLEN/ALICE WEED CIRCLE:  A gathering of United Methodist women will be  
meeting on Tuesday Oct. 11 at 10:00 a.m. in the Activities Room. After devotions lead by Elvie 
Hardy we will continue with the agenda of our part in the Talent Show presentation, updating our 
shut-ins list in preparation for our stocking stuffing. I urge all of us to be present remembering that 
"many hands make light workò. As  always remember to bring a friend  as we will make time for  
Coffee and Chat! 

October Birthdays 
 

October 3  October 5  October 6  October 8  October 9 

Carrie Pecht  Sharon Williams Jim Gilmore  Lynda Weston  Marcia Diamond
         

October 12  October 13  October 14  October 15  October 17 

Bob Hardiman Lara McDuffie  Elvie Hardy  David Harless  Doris Hardiman  

Daniel Markey        Paul Mershon  Cleo Edsall 

         Kane Alexander Dave Johnson 
 

October 18  October 19  October 20   October 21  October 22 

Jackie Stansbury Dot Lawrence  Chuck Hulcher Sally Barrett  Kerrigan White 

   Debby Ayers  Darcey Johnson  
          

October 23   October 25  October 26  October 27  October 28 

Charlotte Allred Blandine Noel  Maria Francisco John McLarin  Gurleen Ferguson 

Doug Jolley        Jon Francisco  Robert Lewis 

Randy Reaves 

Jesse Wingate     
 

October 29  October 30 

Laurel Marks  Alice Jesudian 

Rachel Payne  Sam McCracken   

mailto:metsfans4@verizon.net
mailto:metsfans4@verizon.net
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                                     Words of John Wesley 
 

 Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you 
can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.  

 

               --John Wesley, Founder of Methodism 
 

 

Through Mission opportunities, we can connect to the world. 
 

Appalachia Service Project – October 6 - 9  
A team of us will be heading to Brenton, West Virginia, on Thursday, October 6th as an 
answer. Are you willing to help? We need more of you to join us as we work on homes, 
build relationships with the families we’ll serve, and share the love of God with those in 
need.  Work will be conducted on Friday and Saturday, and we will return to Richmond 
on Sunday, October 9th.  Please keep the team and those they will be helping in your 
prayers.  

River Road UMC Travel Mugs    
Support River Road’s Mission efforts by buying a travel coffee mug with the new River Road logo.  
Bring it to church on Sundays and eliminate paper waste! These stylish mugs are insulated so the 
contents will stay hot for an extended time especially when you’re on the run.  With their modern 
design these mugs are as durable as they are classy.  Pick one up in the Welcome Center.  Make your 
$10 check payable to River Road UMC, and enjoy!  All proceeds support local Mission projects. 
 

 

Shalom Farms, the great big beautiful garden begun in 2008 by United Methodist Urban Ministries of 
Richmond to address food justice in urban Richmond, will move from its current location near Westview on 
the James in Goochland Co to its new site off Route 288 and Huguenot Road, reducing the commute (from 
Richmond) from 50 minutes to 25 minutes.  The new farm will be 12 acres, twice the size of the current 
location, and will open late March 2017.  Food accessibility and equity will be much easier to talk about now 
that the farm is so much closer to those it serves.   

In 2016, 2800 youth participated in educational and volunteer experiences at Shalom Farms, and 8468 
volunteer worker hours produced 325,000 servings of fresh produce that was distributed in Richmond 
communities.  Shalom Farms programming involves partners big and small, including Belmont UMC and 
Ginter Park UMC food programs, and FeedMore, through 4 main programs:  1-The Prescription Produce 
Program;  2-Youth-Run Farm Stands;  3-healthy corner store initiative that gives store owners the incentive to 
sell healthy foods; and 4-Mobile Market that is a refrigerated truck that travels to every public housing 
community and partners with education and health programs to reinforce healthy food habits.   

With the new location come new goals: to serve one million people and double the number of volunteers and 
visitors.  The new location will also provide double the walk-in cooler space, a shelter/pavilion for visitors, an 
office, a food packaging area, a larger farm operation and plans for year-round operations especially involving 
food skills and cooking. 

While Shalom Farms is busy transitioning to the new location, another new farm location at Union Seminary 
is in the works.  This site would be an exciting asset to the neighborhood while drawing seminary students, 
and make it possible to work even more closely with Richmond City children and FeedMore,   

Shalom Farms is seeking funding for the big move.  More details and exciting news about our amazing United 
Methodist farm is at shalomfarms.org.  

You can help support Shalom Farms through: 

United Methodist Urban Ministries of Richmond Auxiliary’s 
Pansy Sale to support Shalom Farms 

 Sunday October 9, 2016  
courtyard and welcome center 

A flat (32 plants) is $20.00.   
Thank you for your wonderful support!  
Ellen Reaves 

Shalom Farms 



8800 River Road 

Henrico VA 23229 

Phone: 804-740-7061 

Fax: 804-740-3367 

Preschool: 754-0227 

We’re on the  web at 

www.riverroadumc.org 
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

 
 
 

The Thursday morning Prayer & Praise Service is 
growing every week. Come and join the ecumenical 
community quiet time of prayer, Communion,  and 

fellowship. We meet at 10:00 am in the Chapel. 
 
 

Open Arms Christian Preschool 

 We are heading into October and everyone is in their groove!   
Our 3s and Pre-Ks are heading off to the pumpkin patch to pick 
pumpkins.  The following days, the Pre-K/JK children will hide 
pumpkins in the courtyard for our 2s classes to find.   

 We are blessed to have Pastor Darcey deliver our weekly Bible 
story to the children during our Chapel time.  If you would ever like 
to come visit during this time, please let me know. 

 One of our other many weekly activities is Music.  All the 
children are exploring the glorious sound of handbells.   

 We end our month with this year's first Pancake 
Supper on Wednesday, October 19!  We hope you can 
join us for a delicious meal and meet our preschool 
families.   

 Would you like to be a part of our school?  For more 
information, please call Joan Brennan, preschool director, at 754-
0227 or email me at openarms@riverroadumc.org.  

 

 

  

mailto:openarms@riverroadumc.org

