
The Importance of Hydration 
As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after you. - Psalm 42:1 

For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will 
pour my spirit upon your descendants, and my blessing on your offspring.                    

- Isaiah 44:3  

Jesus stood and shouted to the crowds, “Anyone who is thirsty may come to 
me! 38 Anyone who believes in me may come and drink! - John 7:37 

When I was thirsty, you gave me something to drink. - Matthew 25:35 

As we swelter in the heat of summer, I am reflecting on the many images that 
weave their way through scripture that convey the longing for hydration to 
quench thirst; irrigation that comes into parched places; and the marvel at 
watching the earth green again under the preciousness of water’s presence. 
Particularly as the temperature teamed up with humidity to produce our recent 
heat wave, and July is now on track to be the hottest month in record keeping 
history, the life-giving nature of water is forefront on our minds. 

Therefore, I offer you a couple of summer musings in light of the scriptures, who 
consistently portray the life-giving feature of water as a metaphor for what God 
does in our lives and in the world.  

First, our thirst remind us of our profound and soulful need for God and the 
priority that seeking after God can have in our lives. Most days we all experience 
a measure of thirst, the tongue sticks to the roof of our mouths or our focus 
moves from the task at hand towards the increasing priority of pouring ourselves 
a drink of water. We all share the common experience of a quaint desire for 
hydration that unaddressed can increasingly take on the full measure of our 
attention. Our longing for only that which God can give in Jesus Christ-identity, 
purpose, an honest assessment of our sin along with a freedom from that which 
binds us, and a community of people who love us for who we are and at times in 
spite of ourselves, can also function as an increasing priority in life that insista 
upon our attention. In other word’s our souls too become thirsty and even 
dehydrated if not attended to and watered with that which brings life.  

Secondly, the words from Jesus in Matthew 25 remind us that thirst is not only a 
metaphor but a faith priority in how we live out our commitment.  As we grow in 
Christian maturity, as we work to satisfy our own literal hunger, thirst, need for 
shelter, safety, and belonging, our minds are open to those who do not have 
access or resources to secure these things needed for a sustaining life. In other 
words, as we pour a tall glass of clean water to drink, we are mindful of those who 
do not experience this basic need fulfilled.  
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Upcoming Worship Series: This Is My Story 

September 1 This Is My Story: Labor Day 

September 8 This Is My Story: Forgiveness 

September 15 This Is My Story: For Such a  

   Time as This 

September 22 This Is My Story: Behind the  

   Scenes to Support the Center 

September 29 This Is My Story: I Saw the Light  
 

All of us have a story. A series of instances that include  

triumph, mistakes, confident strides forward, and  

stumbles sideways that become the living of our days. 

When we seek to be a Jesus follower, we realize how our 

stories are truly connected within a larger narrative of God's redemptive love and purpose. This 

sermon series will hone in on our some of our biblical ancestors in the faith to see how their story 

was transformed by the power of God. This series will include testimonies of how God has worked 

within the lives of some of your church family members!   
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...continued from previous page 

As we sit down to a healthy meal multiple times a day, we are aware of those who live in food                 
scarcity. When we rest our heads at night in relative safety, we know there are people who do not rest 
easy nor well in their current environment. And we have the courage to ask WHY do some people 
suffer disproportionately and address the systemic forces at work behind the backdrop of individual 
lives. We can do this without feeling a stifling guilt or crippling shame at what we have been given; 
rather this awareness fuels a resolve, a commitment, a passion born of God that others might come 
to know these securities as well. Because Jesus, in Matthew 25, makes the metaphor pound the  
pavement, when he says, “when you do it to the least of these, you do it to me.”  

Assuredly, this summer time you will experience some thirst. I pray that as you reach for the glass 
and feel the ice cascade down and hear the rush of the water fill to the rim, you will also remember 
the priority, the need of attending to your own soul and relationship with Christ. And that we are 
also are mindful of those who experience their glasses of provision or security just out of reach.  May 
we be a church who recognizes their own thirst before God, and thus works to hydrate others. In the 
name of, and through the power of the Living Water, Jesus Christ. AMEN!  

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Darcey 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

    September 21  RUN2REBUILD 

    September 22  KAIROS 

    October 5       SHALOM FARMS VOLUNTEER DAY 

    October 5     LOVE THY NEIGHBOR PHASE II   
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                                                            SUNDAY MORNING 9:30  
   

  (Room 211) Good News 

  (Room 202) Contemporary Christian 

              (Room 106)  Preschool (3 years & fully potty trained until they start kindergarten) 

            (Room 109)  Early Elementary (K-2nd grade) 

            (Room 105)  Older Elementary (3rd-5th grade) 

            (Youth Basement) Youth (6th-12th grade)  

 

 

Community Bible Study will start September 10th at 7 pm.  We meet on Tuesday nights at 
RRUMC and will be studying Romans.  Please contact Kathy Short at 804-337-1989 or 
khshort1@gmail.com for more information.     

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE CONGREGATIONAL LIFE MINISTER 
 

Andrew Root is a professor and author who has spent his career examining assumptions about the nature 
and purpose of ministry. In one of his books he tells a story about a church member named Dave. Dave 
was in his late 60’s and is convinced he knows it all. He freely shares his opinions about how to parent. If 
he hears you have a cat he’ll tell you why that’s crazy. He was convinced he could repair the main entry 
door to the church but ended up locking everyone out one Sunday morning. While he could be  
overbearing, he was willing to step up and do the work and so was asked to serve on the church council. 
Jodi served on the council with Dave. She was in hear mid 30’s and her energy brought new life to the 
church. She served the church joyfully and thoughtfully. It was with great shock, during a council retreat, 
that Dave shared that Jodi made him uncomfortable. When the pastor asked Dave why, he said he had a 
daughter about Jodi’s age. His daughter had recently moved back in with Dave and his wife because she 
has lost her job and her apartment because her depression left her barely able to function. He confessed 
that when he saw Jodi he saw the person his daughter could have been if not for her depression. 
 

 At that moment Dave went from being a well-meaning but poorly received know-it-all to a person 
with previously unknown depths. For Root, the church is a community where everyone is seen as a  
multidimensional person, filled with joys and sorrows, hopes and struggles, successes and failures. In the 
world we are often reduced to a single dimension. At work we are valued for being productive. When our 
children are young family life can be reduced to task management. Even at church, we can be defined by 
our volunteer rolls – property manager, Sunday school teacher, small group leader, service organizer. 
This makes it easy to cooperate to complete tasks and meet goals, but makes it harder for us to see each 
other as multi-faceted persons who are known and loved not because of our productivity, but because of 
who we are. 
 

 Jesus is the Good Shepherd because he knows each of his sheep – they are not an interchangeable, 
nameless source of wool or meat, but a unique creature worthy of attention and care. This means we see 
each other not as a potential volunteer or as a human resource to be used for the sake of the organization, 
but as persons worthy of and in need of attention and care. There is always work to be done. But this 
work is not for the sake of productivity, but for the sake of bearing witness that God calls us not to task 
management, but to bear witness to the love of God by attending to each other as full persons. When we 
ask each other, “How are you?” may it not be a polite greeting before we get down to business, but an in-
dication that we care and want to listen. When we pay attention to each other, it makes credible our claim 
that God knows and loves each of us. 
 
In Christ’s Service, 
Ed 

SMALL GROUPS 

mailto:khshort1@gmail.com


RIVER ROAD 
YOUTH  

 
 

 

 
 

 

The youth at River Road have been super  

busy with awesome events this summer! The 

youth beat the heat with indoor mini-golf at 

GlowGolf and then enjoyed some of  

Richmond’s best ice cream! We then served 

our community by prepping some vegetables 

over at Shalom Farms.  

Looking forward to more fun this summer! 

  

WHAT'S NEXT 
Here are some of our upcoming events for August: 

AUGUST 1ST - FAMILY FUN NIGHT W/ THE FLYING SQUIRRELS 

AUGUST 12TH - VOLUNTEER AT SHALOM FARMS 

AUGUST 26TH - YOUTH POOL PARTY 
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Jake Joseph Contact Information: 

Phone: (804) 396-9255 

Email: youth@riverroadumc.org 



Reminders: 

July & August Worship Schedule:   

Contemporary 9 AM- Children will begin service in the Fellowship Hall with 
their families. After the Children's Message with Pastor Darcey, the children 
will go down to their Sunday School rooms where parents can pick them up      

after service.  

Traditional 1030 AM- Children will begin service in the Sanctuary with their 
families. After the Children's Message with Pastor Darcey, the children will go 

down to their Sunday School rooms where parents can pick them up after      
service.  

Family Fun Night- August 1st @ 5:30 PM. Join us for a Flying Squirrels game. 
Tickets available at church through the last Sunday in July!  

Blessing of the Backpacks- August 25th at both                  
services. Bring your backpacks + work bags to be 

blessed for the upcoming year.  

Nursery  
Professionally-staffed Nursery is offered in room 108 for infants,      
toddlers and preschoolers for all three service times (8:30, 9:30, 
11:00) and Sunday evenings (September - August 2019) from 5-7 
pm. 

Sunday School Classes 
Preschool-potty trained 3, 4 and 5-year-olds 
9:30 am in room 101. Led by Penny Condrey, Tracy Wood, Carrie 
Francisco, Meg Walunas, Meg Eastman, Alana Ritenour, Alicia 
Moosally, and Elizabeth Buchholz. 
 

Kindergarten - 2nd Grade  
9:30 am in room 107. Led by Jaimey Honea, Lara Malbon, Kim Cosby, and Megan Gilliland. 
 

3rd-5th Grade 
9:30 am in room 109. Led by John Honea & Robin Ely. 
YOUR CHILDREN ARE WELCOME AT ALL OUR WORSHIP SERVICES! Please attend worship 
with your children, grandchildren, and guests! Worship attendance is very important, even at a 
young age, for spiritual development. We are ALL created for worship! Worship bags, Storybook                 
Bibles, and activity binders are available at all three services.  
 

If you feel like you need somewhere quieter to worship during the 11 am service, the Cuddle Room is 
available in the back of the sanctuary with a live feed of the service and activities for your child. 
Please see an usher if you have any trouble finding these things.  

 

M+M will be back September 15th 

Dinner is served from 5-5:30 pm. From 5:30-6:15 K-2 will be in the choir 
room with Joy Price. 3-5 will be in room 109 for missions with Danielle 
Rinker. At 6:15 K-2 will come down to missions and 3-5 will finish up the 
night in the choir room. 

5 and under are always welcome in the nursery. 
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Women's Prayer Breakfast – August 8 

The monthly Women's Prayer Breakfast will meet at 9:00 am on Thursday, August 8 at 
TASTE, 5706 Grove Street Suite 100.   No reservation needed—just come on out and join 
the group—bring a friend.   

 
Frances Allen/Alice Weed Circle – No Meeting Until September 

The Frances Allen/Alice Weed Circle, led by Pearcy Flippen and Jane Bren, does not meet during the summer 
months.   The next meeting will be September 10, 10:00 AM, Activity Room. All women are welcome.     

 

UMW Presence at the Creation Care Summit 
July 11-12 Jane and Karl Bren attended the Creation Care Summit at 
the Scarritt Bennett Center in Nashville.   The United Methodist 
Women had a booth there and were an important presence at the 
summit.   Since women and children are the primary focus of UMW 
and since poor people world-wide are especially impacted by climate 
changes, toxic and unhealthy living conditions, lack of healthy food, 
and other sustainability concerns,  Creation Care is important to the 
United Methodist Women.  One of the women in this picture is from 
Mt. Olivet UMC in Arlington.   
More information is available at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
environment. 
 
 
 
 

 

August Birthdays 

 

August 1  August 4  August 5  August 6  August 9 
Horace Payne III Jamie Benson  Ken Peterson  Ryan Neighbors Jonathan Barrett 
Randi Wingate Brittany Benton       Alyona Marks 
   Gloria Jeffrey 
   Rob Neighbors       
     

August 12  August 13  August 14  August 15  August 17 
Chuck Bartlett  Sherrie Franklin Granville Patrick Ken Atherholt  Tyler Kidd 
   Leona Williams     Joyce Painter 
         Claire Rasor 
             

August 18  August 19  August 20  August 21  August 22 
Evelyn Hill  Bella Benson  Ann Warren Harless Phil Cornett  Micah Chang 
      Grace Johnson Morgan Fishwick Madi Dameron 
      Matthew Vaughan Christopher Jeffrey Meg Eastman 
         Matthew Jeffrey Sandy Irwin 
         Brandon Rothenberg 
            

August 23  August 24  August 25  August 26  August 30  
Janie Dowdy  Ashton Gilmore Dave Morris  Beck Garnett  Daniel O’Neill Sr. 
         Jim Taylor  Ben Vaughan 
 
August 31 

William Graeter 
Rhodes Ritenour 
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Welcome Home Missioners! Nine from River Road flew to Florida July 22-27 to help rebuild homes in 
Tampa Bay that were destroyed by Hurricane Irma in 2017.  Thank you Jim Banta, Jeff Williams, Leona 
Williams, Sam McCracken, Pat Vines, Ethan Benson, Brian Slifka, Andrew Slifka and Richard Travis for so 
generously giving of your time and talent in the name of Jesus.  Thank you Jim Banta for coordinating and all 
you did to make this trip happen.  Look for more news about the trip next month.   

 

We Host CARITAS August 10-17: River Road UMC will be hosting a Caritas event for Women from 
August 10th to the 17th.  We expect up to 32 single women guests.  This is a wonderful way to share the love of 
Christ and serve our neighbors!  We are requesting donations of food and supplies, as always, but the biggest 
thing we need is YOU!  You are very much needed to help prepare and serve meals; stay overnight to assist 
our Guests and serve breakfast; help with setup and takedown as we convert to a shelter operation; launder 
towels; and generally, just be the hands and feet of Christ by interacting and providing for our Guests.  You 
should have received emails with links to the electronic volunteer and donation signup pages.  You can also 
sign up manually at the Caritas table in the Welcome Center. If you’re new to Caritas and feel intimidated or 
overwhelmed at the thought of serving homeless women, just talk to any of the many experienced River 
Roaders that have engaged in this ministry.  They can tell you how spiritually rewarding and growing this 
opportunity is. Email questions or comments to:  doug.jolley@icloud.com 
 

KAIROS Prison Ministry: River Road UMC will once again participate in a weekend Kairos event 
September 20-22 at Deep Meadows Correctional Center. There are three ways in which you may wish to 
participate, with varying degrees of time commitment: 
1. Participate as a member of the team attending the weekend event. Since this is a men’s event, you must be a 
man to participate in the full weekend event. 
2. Participate in the closing ceremony on Sunday, September 22. Both men and women are welcome to 
participate in closing ceremony. 
3. Bake cookies for the weekend. Each team needs dozens and dozens of home-made cookies! 
Please contact Laurel Marks if you want more information about how you can participate. She can be reached 
at laurelsmarks@yahoo.com or 804-304-7340. 

 

Appalachian Service Project (ASP) is October 10-13: Please consider if God is calling you to go with 
River Road's Mission Team to repair homes in Tennessee.  Be on the lookout for details.  For more info or to 
volunteer, contact Jeff Williams at 4jswilliams@gmail.com 
 

Ginter Park UMC Food Pantry and Clothes Closet is Wednesdays 9-12: This is River Road’s only 
year-round ongoing ministry.  Thank you to all who volunteer there and all who bring food every week.  The 
most needed food item is canned tuna fish.  We also need paper grocery bags with handles, gallon ziplock bags 
and clothes.  Drop them in the Missions cabinet in the Welcome Center.  For more information, contact 
ellenreaves@verizon.net or 804-229-4277. 
 

Thank you Children’s Ministry for the food you will donate on Blessing of the Backpacks Sunday!  This is a 
great way to express your love to God and his people. 
 

MICAH: The Apple Tree is up in the Welcome Center!  Support our Micah partner school, Oak Grove 
Elementary by donating school supplies. Pick some apples and return the requested items to church by 
August 18th.  We are collecting crayons, pencils, Clorox wipes, hand sanitizer and tissues for the K and 1st 
grade classes. 
 

Micah volunteers from RRUMC support student achievement at Oak Grove by giving of their time and talents. 
Volunteers serve as tutors and classroom assistants to help students learn through relationship. We provide 
“done in a day” projects and behind the scenes volunteering to help students stay motivated and boost teacher 
morale! 
 

We invite you to practice the words of Micah 6:8: walk humbly, love kindness and do justice in our schools for 
each child. 
 

Interested or want to get connected for the 2019-20 school year? Contact Mary York 804-310-6975, 
tmews.york@verizon.net who coordinates River Road’s Micah volunteer efforts at Oak Grove Elementary 
School. 

 
Thanks be to God for the work he gives us to do together.  For more information about Missions, contact 
ellenreaves@verizon.net or 804-229-4277.    
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8800 River Road 

Henrico VA 23229 

Phone: 804-740-7061 

Fax: 804-740-3367 

Preschool: 754-0227 

We’re on the  web at 

www.riverroadumc.org 

 

August 2019 

Open Arms Christian Preschool  
 

What a fun summer it’s been 
here at OACP!  In July we had 
lots of fun adventures outside 
with “Outdoor Adventures” 
and “Mad Science” 
experiments!  Though there 
have been many hot days, 
we’ve kept cool with Kona Ice 
Truck visits and weekly water 
play days.  August continues to 

be fun with Pirates and adventures!  Join us for our week where we will 
have a “pirate ship” visiting our school!  

As we finish up summer we are focused on Back to School and our 2019-
2020 school year!  We have a few openings left for the year, if you or 
anyone you know would are interested, please have them contact the 
Preschool Director, Nora Hamlet, at 754-0027 or visit our website at  
www.openarmschristianpreschool.org.   
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Connectio
ns are due 

 August 2
3, 2019. 

 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
July 7 through August 25 

9:00 am - Sunday School 

9:00 am - Contemporary Worship in the Fellowship Hall 

Children’s Sunday School during the 9:00 am service. 

10:30 am - Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

Children’s Church during the 10:30 service. 

http://www.openarmschristianpreschool.org

