
It’s that time of year again. The time of year when the to-do list is longer than a 7-year-
old’s letter to Santa. The time of year when the puffy coats are spilling out of the 
cubbies. The time of year when even the weeknights are filled with cookie swaps, 
caroling get-togethers, and winter concerts. It’s Christmas-time! It’s so easy to get 
caught up in the hustle and bustle of it all. It can be really challenging to find the focus 
to remember the reason for the season in the first place. 

Six years ago, when I was pregnant with my third child, I was experiencing all of the 
commotion that December brings, plus preparing for a baby that would be born in a 
few short weeks. With two young sons to care for and a daughter on the way, my mind 
was on doctors’ appointments, gingerbread houses, daycare registration, matching PJs 
for Christmas eve, maternity leave, reindeer food, and a partridge in a pear tree. It was 
rare to have a moment to sit quietly and focus. I found such a moment in church one 
Sunday morning. Our pastor delivered a sermon on Elizabeth, mother of John the 
Baptist, and her relationship with her cousin Mary, mother of Jesus.  

Elizabeth and Mary found themselves unexpectedly pregnant at the same time. Mary 
went to visit her cousin in Judea. As the details of their circumstances were relayed to 
the congregation, I immediately recognized that I was in a unique position, a pregnant 
position, to appreciate the story. My sore back and swollen ankles were probably the 
same as their sore backs and swollen ankles. Did they have heartburn and pregnancy-
induced carpal tunnel too? What weird food combos were they craving? Just like every 
mother before and every mother since, they (dare I say we) were delighting in the 
common bond of motherhood.  

The pastor continued the story. Mary greeted Elizabeth and upon hearing her voice, 
Elizabeth’s baby leaped for joy inside of her womb. In this moment, my baby leaped 
inside of me too! Maybe she just rolled or shifted. Maybe she just stretched. But in that 
moment, I felt the bond of motherhood and the joy of the Holy Spirit tangibly on me. 
In me.  

So, this time of year when the leaping that is happening around us is more of the ten-
lords-a-leaping type, I try to find a quiet moment to remember Elizabeth, Mary and 
their babies. I try to remember how overwhelmed and lost they must have felt and how 
they were comforted and blessed by the connection they had with one another. I find it 
quite fitting that I write this while flying home from celebrating a dear friend who is 
expecting her first child. The baby shower and much-needed girl time with my favorite 
comrades in motherhood strengthened me, calmed me, and rejuvenated my spirit. 
Mary must have felt similarly as she left Judea and her cousin. God has blessed us with 
a support network that we can lean on when we need it. God has blessed us all with the 
gift of a baby.  

May the joy of the Holy Spirit have us all leaping this year! 

Meg Eastman 

Luke 1:39-45 

39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of 
Judea, 40 where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the 
Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the child you will bear! 43 But why am I so favored, that the mother of my 
Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the 
baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would 
fulfill his promises to her!” 
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Upcoming Worship: Down to Earth 

 December 1: Down to Earth: LOVE    Rev. Dr. Craig Kocher 

 December 8: Down to Earth: HUMILITY     Rev. Lindsey Baynham 

 December 15: Down to Earth: LIFESTYLE   Rev. Dr. Craig Kocher 

 December 22: Down to Earth: OBEDIENCE   Rev. Dr. Craig Kocher 

 December 24: Down to Earth: BE LOVED, DO LOVE   Rev. Dr. Craig Kocher 
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE  

December Birthdays  

 

December 1  December 2  December 7  December 8  December 12 
Debbe Harless  Ed Flippen  Mac Dirom  Sally Beth Reaves Kathy Short 
Angela Messer  Saja Alexander       Virginia Ritenour 
     

December 15 December 16 December 17 December 18 December 19 
Diana Hudson  Linda Bartlett  Terry Painter  Milton Franklin Jr. Pat Vines 
   Karen Willis  Julie Lewis  Jill Snead  Zachary King 
             

December 21 December 22 December 24 December 26 December 27 
Brenda Anderson David Stuckey  Tom Traylor  Bob Sledd  Teddy Cunningham 
Jeff Williams     A.C. Little  Joy Moretti   
Abby Craig     Andrew Markey 
   

December 28 December 30 December 31  
Bob Sadler  Martha Narron Susan Rothenberg  
Donna Johnson Jun Chang  Brenda Kleinholz 
Susan Shelton       
    
              

          

Church Family – 

Thank you for your continued support of River Road United Methodist Church through your financial gener-
osity, your time, and your prayers.  We had a  wonderful Stewardship Single Service Sunday on October 27th, 
having the opportunity to worship together and prayerfully consider how we place God First in our 
lives.  Throughout the month of November, we continued to gather estimates of giving in order to drive our 
budgeting process for 2020.  

As of Nov 20, we have received estimates of giving totaling $563,000 from 102 families at our church.  It 
has been a positive campaign so far.  We have 12 new givers making first-time estimates to our congregation 
at River Road.  We’ve also been blessed that 42 families have been able to increase their estimate over years 
past.  God is Good! 

Our goal is to equal the estimates received last year of $600,000 from 125 givers.   We have yet to hear from a 
number of members of the church, and hope we can attain this goal again.   If you have not had a chance to 
provide an estimate, please inform Eva Booth (our Church Secretary) of what you may be able to give for the 
upcoming year.  Certainty around our budget for 2020 allows our church to move forward with conviction to 
deliver on our vision of Loving People to Life. 

If you have any questions as to our stewardship campaign or our Church Finances, feel free to give Tom York 
(stewardship chair) a call at (804)517-2350.  

Tom 
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                                                            SUNDAY MORNING 9:30  

 (Room 211) Good News 

 (Room 202) Contemporary Christian 

 (Room 106)  Preschool (3 years & fully potty trained until they start kindergarten) 

           (Room 109)  Early Elementary (K-2nd grade) 

           (Room 105)  Older Elementary (3rd-5th grade) 

           (Youth Basement) Youth (6th-12th grade)  
 

We have two offerings for adults on Sunday morning: 
Contemporary Christian 
Grow in wisdom and love as we engage in a variety of studies, have in-depth conversations about 
Scripture and the world around us and support each other in discipleship and in life. This fall we will 
be studying Paul’s Letters. 
Leader: Randy Reaves   Location/Time: Room 202/9:30 am 
  

 Good News 
The Good News class practices in-depth Bible study to help us take in the full depth and breadth of 

 Scripture in community with fellow disciples. 
Leader: Dr. Jim Davia    Location/Time: Room 211/9:30 am 
  

 
 
 

Henri Nouwen has been a spiritual mentor to many through his writing. Teaching in Ivy League schools left 
him anxious and depressed, and after much prayer he became the chaplain to a community of intellectually 
disabled adults and those who cared for them. Throughout his adult life he wrote to many people, some of 
them longtime friends, others who had read his books or heard him speak. One letter from a graduate student 
asked Nouwen what his method was. This was a question about how he saw the big picture – what were his 
assumptions about God, life, and human nature that shaped how he saw the world, how he saw people. Nou-
wen responded he didn’t really have a method, that he just tried to take the person who happened to be before 
him with the utmost seriousness. Nouwen wasn’t thinking big, he was thinking small. And this is what has 
helped so many experience God’s mercy through him. 
 
We often only experience communion with God and community with each other when we think small. God 
did not ask Mary and Joseph to play an important role in saving the world. He asked them to love the 
(unexpected) child they were about to have. During Advent we prepare ourselves to welcome Jesus into the 
world and our lives. Jesus didn’t launch a crusade against hunger, but when he noticed hungry crowds around 
him he fed them. Jesus’ didn’t launch a campaign to cure leprosy, but when lepers came to him he touched 
them and blessed them and healed them. At times when someone with an obvious illness or disability came to 
Jesus to be healed, he asked them what he could do for them – he did not simply assume he knew what they 
needed. 
 
This advent I hope we think small. I hope we’re not so caught up in our holiday plans that we don’t notice the 
new widower down the street doesn’t seem to have cars in the driveway and may be alone for the holidays. I 
hope we’ll notice the recently divorced friend or coworker who may be waking up alone on Christmas morning 
without their children for the first time. I hope we’ll notice the delight of the new grandparent, spending their 
first Christmas with their grandchild. I hope we’ll notice the college-aged neighbor bringing a boyfriend or 
girlfriend home to meet the family for the first time, excited and anxious. I hope we don’t get so caught up in 
where our lives are going that we fail to offer the loving attention to the people around us today. And in notic-
ing the people we see every day and in responding to them with faith, hope, and love, may we find our place in 
God’s larger story. 
 
In Christ’s Service, 
Ed 
 

SMALL GROUPS 



RIVER ROAD
 

YOU✞H 

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER WHAT’S NEXT? 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

RIVER ROAD YOUTH - WINTER SCHEDULE 2019/2020 

 

DECEMBER           
1ST - ICE SKATING (SKATE NATION PLUS)                           

8TH - YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY/ WHITE ELEPHANT 

15TH - CHILI COOK OFF & S’MORES CAROLING  

 
JANUARY 

12TH - YOUTH GROUP 

17TH - LEAVE FOR SKI TRIP 

20TH - RETURN FROM SKI TRIP                  

27TH - YOUTH GROUP 
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The youth are gearing up for some events 
this Winter! Ugly sweaters, ice skating, and 
so much more are coming soon! Be sure to 
follow us on Instagram for the latest updates 
of our upcoming scheduled events!  

The youth at River Road have been doing 
some great  things this October! We’ve been 
enjoying some awesome time at youth 
group with games, fellowship, and a group 
of talks on how being thankful makes us feel 
FULL!  

Contact Jake Joseph  
EMAIL: YOUTH@RIVERROADUMC.ORG 
PHONE: (804) 396 - 9255 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 

@riverroadyouthumc 

 River Road United Methodist Church  



IMPORTANT DATES: 

December 15th- Christmas Program at 9:30 service 

December 15th- Chili Cook-off and S'mores Caroling from 5-7 PM 

December 22nd- M+M will be performing in the 11  AM service  

 

 

Nursery   

Professionally-staffed Nursery is offered for infants, toddlers and  

preschoolers for all three service times (8:30, 9:30, 11:00) and Sunday  

evenings (September 15 th- Palm Sunday 2020) from 5-7 pm. 

 

Sunday School Classes   

Toddler   

A special class specifically for transitioning out of the nursery. 2-3 years olds welcome! Once potty 
trained they will move up to the preschool class.  

Led by Jill Snead, Arissa Mueller, Meg Eastman, and Elizabeth Buchholz.  

Preschool - potty trained 3, 4 and 5-year-olds 

9:30 am in room 108. Led by Meg Walunas, Tracy Wood, Penny Mersereau, and Carrie Francisco.  

Kindergarten - 2nd Grade  

9:30 am in room 110. Led by Cheryl Bowles, Megan Gilliland, and Kim Cosby.  

3rd - 5th Grade 

9:30 am in room 109. Led By John Honea and Robin Ely. 

 

YOUR CHILDREN ARE WELCOME AT ALL OUR WORSHIP SERVICES! Please attend worship 
with your children, grandchildren, and guests! Worship attendance is very important, even at a 
young age, for spiritual development. We are ALL created for worship! Worship bags, Storybook   
Bibles, and activity binders are  available at all three services.  

If you feel like you need somewhere quieter to worship during the 11 am service, the Cuddle Room is 
available in the back of the sanctuary with a live feed of the service and activities for your child. 
Please see an usher if you have any trouble finding these things.  

 

M+M IMPORTANT DATES 

M+M children will be singing in the 11am service on December 22nd 

M+M will begin again January 12th from 5-7 PM  

 

Dinner is served from 5-5:30pm. From 5:30-6:15 K-2 will be in the choir room with Joy Price. 3-5 
will be in room 109 for missions with Danielle Rinker. At 6:15 K-2 will come down to missions and 3-
5 will finish up the night in the choir room. 

5 and under are always welcome in the nursery. 
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Frances Allen/Alice Weed Circle – December 10 
The Frances Allen/Alice Weed Circle, led by Pearcy Flippen and Jane Bren, will meet December 10, 10:00 AM,  

Activity Room.  All women are welcome.     
 

Women's Prayer Breakfast – December 12 

The monthly Women's Prayer Breakfast will meet at 8:30 AM on Thursday, December 12.  It will at The Dairy Bar in 

Scott’s Addition, 1602 Roseneath Rd., Richmond, 23230.  No reservation needed - just come on out and join the group - 

bring a friend.   
 

Book Club – December 16 
Details for December’s meeting are: 

Morning Group: 

Hostess: Bess Traylor - 11129 Woodbaron Ct., Henrico, VA 23233 

Date:  December 16 (Monday) 

Time:  1:00 PM 

Book Title: The Giver of the Stars by JoJo Moyes  

Evening Group: 

Hostess: Ann York - 2800 Chancel Lane, Henrico 23233 

Date:  December 16 (Monday) 

Time:  7:00 PM 

Book Title: The Giver of the Stars by JoJo Moyes  
 

Making Christmas Crafts and Caroling at UMFS -  Tuesday, December 3rd                                      
Thank you to the RRUMC women who have signed up to provide an opportunity for the residential young ladies at 

UMFS to have an opportunity to make and wrap an ornament to give as a gift to someone special,  We're looking forward 

to this extra special evening and having a chance to share God's love with the girls as we craft, sing Christmas Carols and 

snack on homemade goodies together!  If you have not yet called/texted your RSVP to Joan Peterson (551-3450) or      

Charlotte Allred (305-5423) please do so immediately.  Joan will send out an email a few days before the event with             

specific instructions and directions, including carpool and parking info.  Due to changes on the UMFS campus and in our 

location for the evening, we need you to RSVP for this event. We would love to have you join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday December 15th                Fellowship Hall  5:00pm-5:45pm 

Youth Fundraiser for Winter Ski Trip   

donations accepted @ the door 

Got Great Chili and want to participate? Choose a category and Sign-Up by December  8th 

Best all-round Flavor - Most Unique - Vegetarian - Best Spicy! 

      Bring in a Crock Pot full for judging!   

Sign up by emailing youth@riverroadumc.org 

P r iz e s   a n d   b r a g g in g   r ig h t s   f o r   w in n e r s   in   e a c h   c a t e g o r y !  

mailto:youth@riverroadumc.org
mailto:desda@riverroadumc.org
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Come, thou long-expected Jesus,  born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us,  Let us find our rest in thee. 

Charles Wesley  
 

GIFTS FOR THE MANGER 

During this Advent season, there are 3 wonderful mission efforts that RR is committed to and you have the 
opportunity to support them through your generous gifts! 

OPEN TABLE 

This a group mentoring process to form intentional relationship by connecting to an individual or family 
experiencing poverty (economic poverty, relational poverty or both) with a faith-based community to 
transform lives. Following 6 weeks of training, members commit to weekly one-hour meetings for one year, 
interspersed with other opportunities for connecting throughout the week.  Currently, seven from our 
congregation (plus three from other churches) meet weekly to carry out the work of a “table” that includes a 
family (Mother, Father and four children).  Your gift to Open Table will help this family and provide “seed 
money” to sustain future tables. 

Mission Trips  

RRUMC is a mission-based congregation with trips organized and completed domestically with a possible 
international trip. Your monetary gift will assist with funding these trips where we can serve communities on 
Christ’s behalf. 

Helping Children Worldwide (HCW) 

HCW is the Child Rescue Centre and Mercy Hospital in Sierra Leone, one of the poorest countries in the 
world. The Child Rescue Centre started in 2000 after a 10-year civil war left many children on the street, 
separated from their families.  The focus subsequently expanded so that extremely vulnerable children and 
youth have family-based care and receive education, healthcare and spiritual mentoring through case 
management and professional staff. Mercy Hospital began in 2007 to meet the desperate need for health care 
and does not turn anyone away that cannot pay.  They now provide care to 55 surrounding villages mainly 
treating malnutrition, failure to thrive in children, and malaria, as well as providing prenatal and postnatal 
care and cancer screenings. All staff are employed by the Sierra Leone United Methodist Church. 

RIVER ROAD FILLED 53 THANKSGIVING BOXES! 

We filled 18 more boxes than last year! Thank you to everyone who filled a Thanksgiving Dinner box 
for HEARTH, Henrico Emergency Assistance to Reduce Threat of Homelessness, which makes sure families 
identified by Henrico Co. Department of Social Services as needing help have a holiday dinner.  It is more 
than food, it is a time to come together.  Thank you M&Ms for creating special notes for the families!  Thank 
you Jane Boaz for coordinating this mission project and Tony, Rob, Amy and Bob for packing and delivering 
the 50 boxes!   

ANGEL TREE IS NOVEMBER 10 – DECEMBER 1 

Angel Tree is a ministry of Prison Fellowship, designed to strengthen family ties and bonds of love between 
incarcerated men and women and their children. Thank you to all who called the caretakers, all who bought a 
Christmas present for a child on behalf of their incarcerated parent, all who delivered the gifts, and thank you, 
Jane Bren (janebren11@gmail.com) and Laurel Marks (laurelsmarks@yahoo.com), for all your love and work 
organizing this important mission. 

FOOD DRIVE 
Thank you Open Arms Christian Preschool and our Youth for Holding a Food Drive for Ginter 

Park UMC in November 
Thank you to all who brought food!  We continue to collect paper grocery bags with handles, gallon ziplock 
bags, and clothes.  Drop them in the Missions cabinet in the Welcome Center.  Want to help us on 
Wednesdays, 9-12?  Contact ellenreaves@verizon.net or 804-229-4277.  Thank you to all from River Road 
who faithfully volunteer every week. 
 

Thanks be to God for the work he gives us to do together.  For more information about Missions, contact 
ellenreaves@verizon.net or 804-229-4277.  

mailto:janebren11@gmail.com
mailto:laurelsmarks@yahoo.com
mailto:ellenreaves@verizon.net
mailto:ellenreaves@verizon.net
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Open Arms Christian Preschool  

We had a very busy November at OACP!  
The children and families collected food 
to help the Ginter Park Food pantry!  We 
also celebrated Thanksgiving with a 
Thanksgiving Luncheon with the 
children and families.  The teachers 
played Thanksgiving themed games with 
the children and the families provided a 
delicious meal for everyone!  It was a 
busy November for us and December 

proves to be just as fun!  We are all gearing up for celebrating the birth of our 
Savior!  December 18th the children will be presenting the story of the birth 
of Christ at our annual Christmas Performance.  Performance will begin at 
10am and immediately following we will have a birthday party for Jesus!  We 
will also have our “Mitten” Tree up in the Preschool hallway where children 
can bring in Mittens, Hats, Gloves, and Scarves (for adults & children) to 
decorate the tree!  We will be taking these gifts and donating them to 
CARITAS to help those families keep warm!  As always if you have any 
questions about OACP please reach out to Nora Hamlet, Preschool Director 
at 804-754-0227 or email at openarms@riverroadumc.org.     

 

 

 

 

 

Artic
les for th

e  

January 2019  

Connectio
ns are due 

 December 1
7, 2019. 

S’more Caroling 

Sunday December 15th, 5-7pm 

All ages welcome 

Chili Cook Off, Sing, and S’more together! Bring guests, All are welcome! 

For more information call the church office at                

740-7061, or email eva@riverroadumc.org  

mailto:openarms@riverroadumc.org

