
River Road is a missional church.  Church members and visitors regularly 
comment on the number, breadth and depth of missions undertaken by the 
church.  Our focus on missions is consistent with our church mission: to build a 
Community committed to loving and serving God and neighbor.  It is also 
consistent with the United Methodist Church of which we are a part.  As our 
founder John Wesley urged: “Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In 
all the ways you can, In all the places you can, At all the times you can, To all the 
people you can, As long as ever you can.” 

We serve not because doing good works is required – we are saved by grace. 
We serve  because we follow the example of our Lord and Savior. “For even the Son 
of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for 
many.”  Mark 10:45. 

 The primary focus of our missions has been direct service to those in need.  
Following the United Methodist Church’s decision to ban “self-avowed practicing” 
LGBTQ pastors from ordination and to severely punish pastors who perform same 
sex marriages, a church member approached the Missions Committee about 
incorporating a mission in the LGBTQ community.  After some exploration, the 
Missions Committee decided to work with Side by Side, an organization that 
supports LBGTQ+ youth.  These youth suffer high rates of homelessness and 
mental health issues, and many do not have the safety net of family.  A substantial 
number are in the foster care system and some end up in the juvenile justice 
system, which can adversely impact future opportunities for employment.  Among 
other services, Side by Side offers youth support groups in both Richmond and 
Charlottesville.  The Committee will begin working with Side by Side in January by 
providing meals for the youth support groups.  In this way, we follow the example 
of Jesus as revealed by the Gospels where he is regularly seen providing food and 
drink to the disciples, as well as the multitudes.  There are other mission 
opportunities with the group as well.  If this is a mission that is calling you, please 
join the Missions Committee in our outreach to this community.   

 The Missions Committee has many other opportunities to serve.  We 
welcome new members of the Committee as well as individuals who want to 
participate in particular missions to which they feel called.  While most of our 
current opportunities involve direct service to communities in need, there are 
organizations such as the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy that use faith-
based approaches to address issues on a broader scale.  For example, the 
organization certifies employers who are paying a living wage, encouraging faithful 
followers to patronize such businesses.  Earning a living wage lifts families out of 
poverty, reducing the need for services and empowering them to change their lives.  
In addition, the program supports businesses that support the community and its 
citizens, with many organizations indicating that they see this as a moral 
imperative.  For information on these businesses, see https://
livingwagerichmond.org/richmond-certified-employers/. 

Consider prayerfully how you can be involved in missions in 2020.  God 
calls “Whom shall I send?”  How will you respond to this call? “Here am I. Send 
me.”  Isaiah 6:8-9. 

For more information about missions, contact Ann Hodges at 
ahodges@richmond.edu or 804-339-9440. 
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Upcoming Worship: 

 January 5 - Epiphany Sunday      Rev. Dr. Craig Kocher 

 January 12 - Baptism of Our Lord      Rev. Dr. Craig Kocher 

 January 19 - John’s Come and See Approach to Disciple Calling Rev. Dr. Pete Moon 

 January 26 - Jesus Begins His Ministry and Calls Disciple  Rev. Dr. Craig Kocher 
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January Birthdays 

 

January 1  January 2  January 3  January 4  January 5 
Chris Oubre  Katherine Anthes John Gresham  Karen Carter  Chris Price 
Wendy Travis  Himans Alexander Roger Dowdy     Jackson Vines 
     

January 6  January 8  January 10  January 11  January 12 
Betty Hatcher  Paul Pitts  Kate Morrison  Melinda Sledd  Cathy Reid 
Jo Washburn  Mark Whetstine Alexa Cornett     Maggie Hiatt 
Sarah Anthes  Will Mann        James Gilliland 
             

January 13  January 14  January 15  January 16  January 17 
David Hudson  Sarah York  Ann York  Gene James  Drew Johnson 
Zoe Bell     Megan Gilliland Vince Narron  Mac Stuckey  
            Nathaniel Walunas 
   

January 18  January 19  January 20    January 21                January 22 
Burk May  Cheryl Bowles  Joyce May  Ed Kross  Nick Gilliland 
      Jack Stuckey 
      Kate Stuckey 
      McRae Stuckey 
 

January 23  January 24  January 25  January 26  January 27 
Betsy Hiatt  Cindy Spieth  Paula Tatar  Don Jeffrey  Whit Anthes 
            Carson Moum 
 

January 28  January 30  January 31 
Bill Kuehl  Adam Kemp  Dale Huggins 
   Cline Wood  Tom Simmons 
   Rhodes Ritenour Jr.   

The Atherholts have graciously              

donated their beautiful Nativity set 

to keep at River Road UMC for use 

now and in the coming years. Many 

thanks Pat and Ken!  
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                                                            SUNDAY MORNING 9:30  

 (Room 211) Good News 

 (Room 202) Contemporary Christian 

 (Room 106)  Preschool (3 years & fully potty trained until they start kindergarten) 

           (Room 109)  Early Elementary (K-2nd grade) 

           (Room 105)  Older Elementary (3rd-5th grade) 

           (Youth Basement) Youth (6th-12th grade)  
 

We have two offerings for adults on Sunday morning: 
Contemporary Christian 
Grow in wisdom and love as we engage in a variety of studies, have in-depth conversations about 
Scripture and the world around us, and support each other in discipleship and in life.  
Leader: Randy Reaves   Location/Time: Room 202/9:30 am 
  

 Good News 
The Good News class practices in-depth Bible study to help us take in the full depth and breadth of 

 Scripture in community with fellow disciples. 
Leader: Dr. Jim Davia    Location/Time: Room 211/9:30 am 
  

 
 Some of you may have seen a video that made the rounds a few years back. A pair of musicians per-
form bits from dozens of pop and rock songs from across decades that have the same chord progression. No 
matter how different the songs, artists, and decades are, the structure of the songs is the same. Something 
similar happens when we take time to absorb Scripture. We cannot not hear it, even in settings where we least 
expect it. 
 

 This Advent we spent time listening to Philippians 2, which in a way is Paul’s telling of the Christmas 
story: the Son of God, the Father’s equal in power and glory, sets aside these things and becomes fully human, 
living the life of a slave and not of a king, in order to defeat the powers that enslave us. When you hear the 
chord progressions of this story, you will hear them in all kinds of stories. I heard this progression loud and 
clear in the HBO series “Watchmen” (this is an HBO show, so I can’t endorse it as wholesome entertainment). 
The series imagines a world where vigilantes along the lines of Batman played a significant role in society. 
 

None of them have superpowers - they know how to throw a punch and how to take one. But there is 
one exception. John Osterman fled to America from Nazi Europe as a child. To serve the cause of freedom he 
became a nuclear physicist in the American nuclear weapons program. He was exposed to what should have 
been a lethal dose of radiation in a lab accident, but instead was transformed into a God-like being known as 
Dr. Manhattan. He created life on one of Jupiter’s moons in 90 seconds. He can take life with a glance. In one 
mind-blowing scene he has a conversation with two people, but one of them is in Oklahoma in the present and 
the other is 10 years in the past in New York City – every moment of his life, past and future, is experienced as 
the present to him. 

 

But something strange happens to Dr. Manhattan: he comes to love a woman. And while she loves 
him, she is driven to frustration because he knows the argument they are going to have next week and exactly 
how she is going to respond. She feels like there is no give-and-take in the relationship. So Dr. Manhattan al-
lows a device to be implanted in him that will make him forget who he is. His character will remain intact, but 
he will have no memory that he is a God-like being; he will have no memory of the accident that made him 
who he is. He will simply be an ordinary human being who had a puzzling case of amnesia who builds new 
memories with his wife and three adopted children. Dr. Manhattan wanted a life that was defined not by 
power, but by love. 

 

This is the story we celebrate at Christmas: In Jesus Christ we encounter a God who is not defined by 
power, but by love. We meet a God who forgot his power in order to share it with us, that together we build a 
world defined not by the pursuit of power but by a life, a world, governed by the patient, kind, and humble 
love that endures all things. Such a life, such a world, cannot be made in 90 seconds, but it is worth working 
towards. Wherever we are, may we hear the story of Jesus and share in its progression of love. 

 

In Christ’s Service. 
Ed   
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RIVER ROAD YOUTH - WINTER SCHEDULE 2019/2020 

 
DECEMBER  
22nd - NO YOUTH GROUP  
*BREAK FOR CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEARS*  
 
JANUARY 

5TH - NO YOUTH GROUP 

12TH - YOUTH GROUP 

17TH - LEAVE FOR SKI TRIP 

20TH - RETURN FROM SKI TRIP                  

27TH - YOUTH GROUP 
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The youth are taking some time off to enjoy 
being with our families for the Christmas 
season! Be sure to follow us on Instagram 
and check your emails for the latest updates 
of our upcoming scheduled events!  

The youth at River Road have been doing 
some great  things this December! The 
youth have had an awesome time caroling, 
eating some delicious chili, and celebrating 
the Holiday season with a White Elephant 
gift exchange!  

Contact Jake Joseph  

EMAIL: YOUTH@RIVERROADUMC.ORG 

PHONE: (804) 396 - 9255 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 

@riverroadyouthumc 

 River Road United Methodist Church  



January 2020 Newsletter  

Save the Date for the Easter Egg Hunt on April 4th, 2020! 

 

 

Nursery   

Professionally-staffed Nursery is offered for infants, toddlers and  

preschoolers for all three service times (8:30, 9:30, 11:00) and Sunday  

evenings (September 15 th- Palm Sunday 2020) from 5-7 pm. 

 

Sunday School Classes   

Toddler   

A special class specifically for transitioning out of the nursery. 2-3 years 
olds welcome! Once potty trained they will move up to the preschool class.  

Led by Jill Snead, Arissa Mueller, Meg Eastman, and Elizabeth Buchholz.  

Preschool - potty trained 3, 4 and 5-year-olds 

9:30 am in room 108. Led by Meg Walunas, Tracy Wood, Penny Mersereau, and Carrie Francisco.  

Kindergarten - 2nd Grade  

9:30 am in room 110. Led by Cheryl Bowles, Megan Gilliland, Jaimey Honea, and Kim Cosby.  

3rd - 5th Grade 

9:30 am in room 109. Led By John Honea and Robin Ely. 

 

YOUR CHILDREN ARE WELCOME AT ALL OUR WORSHIP SERVICES! Please attend worship 
with your children, grandchildren, and guests! Worship attendance is very important, even at a 
young age, for spiritual development. We are ALL created for worship! Worship bags, Storybook   
Bibles, and activity binders are  available at all three services.  

If you feel like you need somewhere quieter to worship during the 11 am service, the Cuddle Room is 
available in the back of the sanctuary with a live feed of the service and activities for your child. 
Please see an usher if you have any trouble finding these things.  

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

M+M starts back Sunday, January 12th! 

Children will sing on Palm Sunday at the 11:00 AM service  

 

Dinner is served from 5-5:30pm. From 5:30-6:15 K-2 will be in the choir room 
with Joy Price. 3-5 will be in room 109 for missions with Danielle Rinker. At 6:15 
K-2 will come down to missions and 3-5 will finish up the night in the choir room. 

5 and under are always welcome in the nursery. 
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Frances Allen/Alice Weed Circle – January 14 

The Frances Allen/Alice Weed Circle, led by Pearcy Flippen and Jane Bren, will meet January 14, 10:00 AM,  

Activity Room.  All women are welcome.     
 

Women's Prayer Breakfast – January 9 

The monthly Women's Prayer Breakfast will meet at 8:30 AM on Thursday, January 9.  It will be at Westwood 

Fountain, 5823 Patterson Ave., Richmond, 23226.  No reservation needed - just come on out and join the group - 

bring a friend.   
 

Book Club – January 27 

Details for January’s meeting are: 

Morning Group: 

Hostess: Bess Traylor - 11129 Woodbaron Ct., Henrico, VA 23233 

Date:  January 27 (Monday) 

Time:  1:00 PM 

Book Title: The Dutch House by Ann Patchett  

Evening Group: 

Hostess: Ann York - 2800 Chancel Lane, Henrico 23233 

Date:  January 27 (Monday) 

Time:  7:00 PM 

Book Title: The Dutch House by Ann Patchett  

February Book Title for both groups: Next Year in Havana by Chancel Cleeton 
 

 

 

 

 

 CREATION CARE 

Creation Care update: Not (unfortunately) a lot of good news at this point, especially in light of what was 
"widely denounced as one of the worst outcomes in a quarter century of climate negotiations. United  
Nations talks ended on Sunday with the United States and other big polluters blocking even a non-
binding measure that would have encouraged countries to adopt more ambitious targets" (NYT; 
12/16/19; p. A1). Creation Care is NOT a 'partisan' issue, but a (very) human one. With the foundation of 
the Earth's 'food chain' already experiencing precipitous declines in the numbers and varieties of birds, 
bees, butterflies and insects; with millions of people already being disrupted and impoverished by rising 
seas, droughts and other changes in the weather; with children and the poorest among us (whom we 
should all be acting to protect) already bearing the brunt of these disruptions; and with (according to  
experts in the field) the Sixth Extinction already in motion, it behooves all of us to 'speak up' and take 
whatever action we can take to 'save the (natural) World'. Virginia is already engaged - and will probably 
become more so (e.g. "Good news for Virginia waterways" (RTD; 3/11/19; p A9)); and perhaps the best 
('local') news was the recent purchase of 250,000+ acres (mostly in Virginia) by The Nature Conservancy. 
Personally, I am in touch with all of my 'representatives' with regard to the terrifying prospects of  
unchecked global warming, and will not vote for or support anybody who is not; AND I am not only an  
active member/supporter of the world's most effective conservation organization (The Nature  
Conservancy) but make Christmas donations/subscriptions in their names for all members of my family. 
Amen.  
 
Michael J Wriston, Chair.   
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Gifts for the Manger 

Thank you for your donations to Gifts for the Manger and thanks to Karen Carter for organizing this 
mission. We will have a report in February regarding the amounts donated for each mission.  We 
deeply appreciate the donations for mission trips which will enable us to plan a 2020 trip.  Watch for 
more information regarding the 2020 trip and be in prayer regarding whether this is your year to go 
on a mission trip.  

 

Angel Tree 

Thank you to all who called a caretaker, all who bought a Christmas present for a child on behalf of 
their incarcerated parent, all who delivered the gifts and thank you Jane Bren and Laurel Marks for 
all your love and work organizing this important prison ministry. Your generosity made Christmas 
happier for many children and strengthened the bonds of relationship between incarcerated parents 
and their children. Our congregation provided presents for 84 children from 42 families.   

 

Missions on the Web 

Thanks to Will Fisher for his techmedia savvy and his work to improve the missions section of the 
church website. 

 

Missions Offerings 

The Missions Committee is grateful for your Christmas Eve offering, which was dedicated to Rise 
Against Hunger, and for your missions offerings during 2019, which enabled us to add Crossover 
Healthcare Ministry as a missions ministry.  Crossover is a faith-based healthcare provider offering 
compassionate care to the uninsured and Medicaid patients. Watch for the 2020 appeal for missions 
offerings during Lent. 

 

New LGBTQ Mission 

At the request of a church member and after prayerful consideration, we have added Side by Side, an 
organization dedicated to the support of LGBTQ+ youth as a mission for 2020. Read more about 
Side by Side in the cover page article.   

 

Ginter Park Food Pantry and Clothes Closet 

We always need nonperishable food, paper bags with handles, gallon ziplock bags, clothes, as well as 
volunteers every Wednesday 9-12.  Drop items in the Missions cabinet in the Welcome Center.  
Contact ellenreaves@verizon.net or 804-229-4277 for more information.    

 
Thanks be to God for the work He gives us to do together. If you would like to join the committee, 
commit to a particular mission, or just learn more about missions at RRUMC, contact Ann Hodges, 
ahodges@richmond.edu or 804-339-9440.  

mailto:ellenreaves@verizon.net


8800 River Road 

Henrico VA 23229 

Phone: 804-740-7061 

Fax: 804-740-3367 

Preschool: 754-0227 

We’re on the  web at 

www.riverroadumc.org 
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Open Arms Christian Preschool  

Happy New Year to you all!  We pray you had a wonderful Christmas!  Our 
December was filled with great 
engagement from our children and 
families learning about the Birth of Jesus 
Christ.  Our Christmas Performance was 
a big hit with over 50 children 
performing and many family and friends 
that came to watch.  The birthday party 
following was so much fun for all, and we 
all enjoyed games, pizza and cake.   

We are now starting the 2020 year and are planning on great winter fun and 
learning for the children!  In January we will also be sending out                                 
re-registration forms for currently enrolled families to secure their Summer 
Camp spots at OACP and their spots for the Fall 2020-2021 school year.  We 
will have limited spots that open to the public on February 1, 2020.  If you 
have children or know of any family/friends that are looking for Preschool 
(Ages 12 months – 5 years) please have them reach out to Nora Hamlet, 
Preschool Director at 804-754-0227 or email at 
openarms@riverroadumc.org ASAP to secure their place in our Preschool!   

 

 

 

 

 

Artic
les for th

e  

February 2020  

Connectio
ns are due 

 January 20, 2020. 

Thank you for all who made chili, ate chili, and 

supported our youth! 

Congratulations to the winners of this year’s  

Chili Cook Off! 

Best all-round Flavor - Jeni Benson 
Most Unique - Lois Sax-Barbour 
Best Vegetarian - Beth Stuckey 

Best Spicy - Cindy Sanford 

mailto:openarms@riverroadumc.org

