
Understanding Easter 

I went to the store the other day-and it was one of the first times I had been in a 
decidedly public space which was not my house or the church building. And it was 
different. I would see another person walking down the aisle towards me and they 
would veer or I would swerve, all in the effort to honor the six feet social distancing 
rule. I recognize that we all have our personality preferences and individual moods 
that determine whether we move towards or away from people at any given time. 
However, it was different in that, regardless of personality or preference, all of us 
needed to be on the same page—distance was needed. This is a challenge for the 
church when you consider that much of our DNA as the body of Christ is based on 
the closeness of community–both in relationship and often in proximity. We seek to 
be connected to each other through the power of the Holy Spirit in relationship 
(bearing one another’s burdens and sharing in joys), as well as proximity (we prefer 
being able to worship in person and serve face to face).  
 

Theologically, you see the tremendous value that God placed upon being with us, in 
person and within hand’s reach, when you consider the incarnation.  God chose the 
path of salvation to come to us through the living, breathing, healing, teaching 
person of Jesus. God chose to make even clearer what it looks like to love God and 
neighbor by coming along side us, physically and in relationship. And Jesus lived 
out his earthly ministry in a very embodied, socially-together kind of manner. He 
laid hands on people who were ill, he cooked breakfast for his disciples, he held 
bread and fish for five and multiplied it to feed five thousand. In summation, if you 
are finding this time of social or physical distancing challenging as the church, there 
is a good reason. Our pattern and example in Jesus Christ is one who lived out the 
faith side-by-side and hand-in-hand with others and asks that we appropriately and 
mindfully do the same.  
 

In fact, the truly painful thing about Jesus’s life was his death. Death is the ultimate 
in social distancing–when we do not see nor hear our loved one except in the 
precious spaces of our hearts and minds. The disciples were crushed on that Good 
Friday, when their hopes for the Messiah seemed dashed and it appeared that they 
would no longer be in body with Jesus anymore. But this was not the end of the 
story and this is the power of Easter: that the resurrected Jesus came and was with 
his disciples once again. Through the resurrection of Jesus, God shows us that death 
no longer holds the power to distance us from God or loved ones. The promise of 
the resurrection empowers us in this life to live in hope and serve with humility.  
 

Ironically, to live out our call to love right now, we have to keep our distance. But we 
remember this is temporary. And while we always need to be respectful and aware 
of the physical boundaries of others, we as the church are called to embody the 
ministry of Jesus and offer it to others with our own.  
 

This Easter, may we remember the lengths God went to in Jesus Christ to be with 
us. May we be aware of the pain that the disciples experienced when distanced from 
Jesus in his death. So that we may understand in a new depth and at a new height, 
the promise of the resurrection! That nothing can separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus - not death nor pandemic nor fear. We are an Easter people 
embodying the hope of a risen Lord! Amen and Alleluia! 
 

Pastor Darcey 
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March/April Upper 
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Narthex, the History 

Corner, and the 

Welcome Center. 



Lenten Worship: With All Your Heart 
   April 5 Palm Sunday - A Triumphal and Humble Heart 

   April 9 Maundy Thursday - Pouring Out Your Heart 

   April 10  Good Friday - The Heart of God 

   April 12 Easter - With All Your Heart 
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April Birthdays 

 

April 1  April 4  April 5  April 6  April 7 
Janey Campbell James Cather  Molly Banta  Andrea Franklin Michael Moosally 
Grant Clarke           
Bridget Wood            
           

April 8  April 9  April 11  April 12  April 13 
Kay Quagliano  Becki Mann  Jane Bren  Joan Peterson  Anne Grayson Craig 
      Jimmy Dameron Rory Buchholz  Aubrey Cosby 
        
             

April 14  April 15  April 16  April 17  April 18 
Justin Jagnarian Bill Bell  Stacy Wood  Sean Conner  Robert Best 
            Steve King 
            Maria Thomas 
             

April 21  April 22  April 23    April 24                      April 27 
Stephen Rhodes Linda Vines  Michael Thomas Gerould Ward  Chip Mann  
   Jordan Harless Matt Benson  Harold Clarke  Karen Duer-Potts
         Eddie Clark  
         Alyssa Cather 
April 28     April 29     Will York 
Buddy Hiatt  Douglas Peterson 

   Sawyer Brokamp         
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                                                            SUNDAY MORNING 9:30  

 (Room 211) Good News 

 (Room 202) Contemporary Christian 

 (Room 106)  Preschool (3 years & fully potty trained until they start kindergarten) 

             (Room 109)  Early Elementary (K-2nd grade) 

            (Room 105)  Older Elementary (3rd-5th grade) 
 

We have two offerings for adults on Sunday morning: 
Contemporary Christian 
Grow in wisdom and love as we engage in a variety of studies, have in-depth conversations about 
Scripture and the world around us, and support each other in discipleship and in life.  
Leader: Randy Reaves   Location/Time: Room 202/9:30 am 
  

Good News 
The Good News class practices in-depth Bible study to help us take in the full depth and  
breadth of Scripture in community with fellow disciples. 
Leader: Dr. Jim Davia    Location/Time: Room 211/9:30 am 
  

 
As I’ve seen a number of Facebook posts and email newsletters about worshipping through Facebook 
live or having small groups meet via Zoom, I realized so many of the questions we’re asking have to 
do with how we gather when doing so poses very real health risks. These are good questions to ask. 
But I also wonder if this is a time for us to learn what it means for us to be the church that is sent out 
into the world. What does it mean for us to live as Christ’s disciples in the midst of our lives lived 
outside of church buildings? 
 
Richard Alpert was a professor at Harvard when he became interested in the spiritual traditions of 
the East. Known by his adopted name of Ram Dass, he played a significant role in introducing Hindu 
spirituality in America. He once quipped, “If you ever think you’ve reached enlightenment, go spend 
a week with your family.” In Christian language this means if you think you’re doing great in love, 
peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, and self control, just wait until you and your spouse are both 
working from home while your children are home from school for months and you can’t go to public 
events or out to eat. Wait until you need to watch your grandchildren on a daily basis without the 
luxury of sending them back to their parents when you’re feeling worn out. Then see how patient and 
loving you feel! During this time we are all learning our need for grace and how much others need us 
to be gracious to them.  
 
It is a joy to gather together as God’s people. It is also a joy to be sent to our families and our 
neighbors to be people of love and kindness and gentleness. Take time to center yourselves through 
prayer and Scripture reading, aware that patience and gentleness are the most valuable resources we 
have. Take time to connect with the people on your block so you are comfortable asking for and  
receiving support from each other. Enjoy spending a weekday with your family and learn to do things 
that help them feel at peace in anxious times. 
  
I also hope this time makes us aware of and grateful for the people we take for granted - grocery 
clerks, warehouse workers, delivery drivers, restaurant servers, and others who do so much work to 
make our conveniences convenient. Jesus draws our attention to those who go unseen.  May this 
time open us to being salt and light in our everyday lives, to the work it takes to live out the patient 
love of God, and to the people who often go unseen. 
 
In Christ’s Service, 
Ed 
  

    
 

SMALL GROUPS 



FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 

@riverroadyouthumc 

 River Road United Methodist Church  

 

 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER 

 

The youth at River Road have been doing some great things this month! For the 
safety of our church and in light of the Coronavirus Pandemic, we have decided to 
continue our youth programming online! As we have heard before, the church doors 
may be closed, but God’s ministry remains open! Please read below how you can 
connect with us!  
 

RIVER ROAD YOUTH ONLINE 

Here are some ways we are staying connected through this time! 

 

Instagram - Follow Us @riverroadyouthumc 

1. Weekly Inspiration: We will be posting frequently on social media with latest 
updates on blog posts, devotionals and even some fun videos! 

 
2. Sunday Sing-A-Long: We will be taking requests every week for worship songs 
that you all want to hear at home! These will be posted to Instagram with lyrics on 
Sunday mornings at 9AM, so stay tuned! 

 

RRUMC Youth Blog - https://josephjakejoseph.wixsite.com/rrumcyouth 

1. Daily Blog Posts: These will contain daily devotions, fun videos, and  
discussion questions that you all can read and discuss right at home!  

 
2. Weekly Challenges: We will also be commencing “Weekly Challenges” where 
every Monday, the blog posts will be challenging our youth families to complete a 
crazy task!  

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Jake Joseph 

Email: youth@riverroadumc.org 

Phone: (804) 396-9255 
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The Children’s Council is sorry to announce the cancellation of the Easter Egg Hunt on April, 4th.  As 
you know, over the past several weeks, the COVID-19 outbreak has caused widespread disruption to 
many events and programs across our city. While we’re disappointed, the safety of our church family 
and the community were at the forefront of our decision. 

In happier news, we look forward to using all the materials purchased and have already touched base 
with all the vendors to join us next year! 

We’re so thankful for all the eggs returned and would love if families would come grab a bag of filled 
eggs by the key-pad entrance door starting Thursday, March 26th, and enjoy an at-home hunt! 

Sunday School Classes   

During this time we’re apart, we will be providing you with everything your kids experience during 

one of our church services in case you are watching from home, so your kids can still get to experi-

ence a little bit of church! 

Watch and engage with your kids as a family with video experience, activities, and devotionals 

throughout the week! Print out the activity if you can, and be sure to check out the Parent Cue App in 

order to connect what your kids learn into their everyday lives!  

Toddler & Preschool: This month in toddler and preschool classes: we are sharing with pre-
schoolers the life-changing truth that Jesus is alive and He wants to be their friend forever. We are 
planting seeds that we pray will grow and bloom into a faith that is as alive as Jesus. A love that will 
love like Jesus. A compassion that will care like Jesus. A life that will give like Jesus. 

Our Memory Verse this Month: “I AM ALIVE FOREVER AND EVER!” REVELATION 1:18, NIV  

In Elementary this Month: We live in a me-centered world, where people act as if the world               
revolves around them. Figuring out how to be humble can be difficult. But we don’t have to figure 
this out on our own. When Jesus was on earth, He gave us the ultimate example of humility. Jesus is 
God, and He put that aside for us. Through His life and death, He also showed us how to serve others 
and put them first.  

Our Memory Verse this Month: “DON’T DO ANYTHING ONLY TO GET AHEAD. DON’T DO IT 
BECAUSE YOU ARE PROUD. INSTEAD, BE HUMBLE. VALUE OTHERS MORE THAN YOUR-
SELVES.” PHILIPPIANS 2:3, NIRV 
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CANCELED YARD SALE: 

The UMW thanks everyone who generously donated items for the canceled Yard Sale. 
They will be recycled and find good homes at various organizations like bikes to the 
Micah program, clothes to the Ginter Park clothes closet, children's shoes to the needy 
in Guatemala, kitchen items to Housing Families First and CARITAS, miscellaneous 
items to Salvation Army, etc. Very generous money donations came in to help with our 
giving to missions despite not being able to have the yard sale. Thanks again for all the 
donations. We were able to provide clothes, etc to the needy and donate monetarily to 
various missions, including sending money to help the local public schools food  
services supply meals for the children who are out of school.  
 

FRANCES ALLEN/ALICE WEED CIRCLE: 

Unfortunately, the Frances Allen/Alice Weed Circle meeting will be canceled for April 14th to stop the spread of 
COVID-19 virus germs. Blessings to all and stay healthy.  
 

UMW BOARD 

Unfortunately, the UMW board meeting will be canceled for April 7th. Stay home and save lives.  
 

WOMAN'S PRAYER BREAKFAST 

In the interest of caution and maintaining everyone's health, our monthly Women's Prayer Breakfasts have been 
postponed for the next few months. We'll look forward to supporting each other and our local restaurants when it is 
once again safe to do so. Meanwhile, keep praying for each other, our church and community and all our brothers 
and sisters around the world.  

 

           
 If you (like me) sometimes wonder what concrete things you can do to have a positive impact on God's  
Creation - other than recycling (which has become increasingly complicated) and minding the thermostat - I have 
great news. (:) I have just finished reading the most amazing and eye-opening book, "Nature's Best Hope: A New 
Approach to Conservation That Starts in Your Yard" by Douglas Tallamy, distinguished entomologist & wildlife 
ecologist at the University of Delaware.  The book identifies specific things that each of us can (and must?) do to 
“make a difference" in our environment.  
 

Here's the gist of it: 1) Turns out the key to a healthy ecosystem everywhere is insects (e.g. as world-renowned  
conservationist and ecologist E.O Wilson recently wrote, "If all mankind were to disappear, the world would  
regenerate back to the rich state of equilibrium that existed ten thousand years ago. If insects were to vanish, the 
environment would collapse into chaos."); 2) The key to a thriving insect population, which "has been reduced 45 
percent globally since 1974", is native plants. How so? It turns out that 'green plants' are not interchangeable and 
native plants (and insects) have developed, over eons of time, a symbiotic relationship allowing both to thrive (i.e. 
"By far, the most important and abundant specialized relationships on the planet are the relationships among the 
insects that eat plants and the plants they eat...unfortunately, most insects are very fussy about what they eat...some 
90 percent in fact...are restricted to eating one or just a few plant lineages"); 3) With the 'best of intentions' the 
overwhelming majority of plants (i.e. trees, bushes, shrubs and flowers) in 'yards' and landscaping everywhere in 
America are non-native; and, therefore (no matter how 'good they look') they are unable to provide a viable 'diet' 
and/or environment for insects, and therefore for birds and so on up the 'food chain' and the entire ecosystem.  
 

Key takeaways: 1) Replace or supplement our (non-native) trees, shrubs, flowers and plants with native ones. For 
guidance, just search 'native plants' and/or nwfnativeplants.org (on line) with a particular eye on those that attract 
the 'keystone' insect (caterpillars) - which turns out to be oak, cherry and willow trees - as well as those that attract 
bees and butterflies; and 2) Reduce if not eliminate (traditional) 'lawns' (i.e. "In terms of biological activity, a lawn 
is the least productive of our plantings...The habitat required by dozens of species of native bees for nesting sites 
was all but eliminated when nature was replaced by lawn...compared to meadows, shrubs, or trees, lawns are  
terrible at delivering the essential ecosystem services we all depend on...watering our lawns is clearly an  
unsustainable practice. What's more, maintaining our lawns in their prestigious, weed-free states has become quite 
a toxic undertaking...Reducing the area we currently allocate to lawns is...a necessary and logical consequence of 
ecological landscape design"). Amen. Submitted by Dr. Michael J. Wriston, Chair, Earth Advocacy Committee.  

CREATION CARE 
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COVID -19 is affecting all of us. It is affecting missions in two important ways.  First, our partners 

have cancelled or postponed many of the upcoming volunteer activities that we planned to 

participate in during March and April.  The March CARITAS dinner and lunches will be provided  in-

house instead of through volunteers.  Rise Against Hunger, Kairos Prison Ministry State Farm 

Weekend, and Rebuilding Richmond have been postponed.  We will keep you advised of 

developments regarding rescheduling of these missions. 

The second effect on missions is that COVID-19 has increased the need for mission funds.  The needs 

of the organizations that we support and the populations they serve have not diminished.  Indeed, in 

many cases they have expanded.  In addition, job losses, reductions in work hours, school 

cancellations, diminished patronage of businesses and other economic fallout from the virus have 

created additional hardships for many people. 

Because of social distancing requirements and risks to health, the organizations are limiting 

volunteers but in greater need of funds.  For example, CARITAS is providing food in house that 

would have been provided by volunteers.  The committee voted to use some mission funds for two 

purposes.  We will provide a grocery store gift card to allow CARITAS to purchase food for the 

residents.   We will also provide the homeless population with several carryout meals from local 

restaurants, helping to support the restaurants and their workers in addition to those in need of 

food.  We could not do this without the support of our congregation. 

We urge you to prayerfully consider your gift to the Easter offering this year.  These funds will enable 

the church to continue its missional activities, locally, nationally and internationally.  While we 

realize that some in our church family may also be facing challenging economic circumstances, we 

encourage you to give as you are able in these uncertain times.  And don’t forget that you can give 

through the website, by mailing a check to the church, or dropping it in the mailbox. 

The Missions Committee also encourages you to look for other ways to be the hands and feet of God 

in the world.  If you are going to the grocery store or drug store, offer to pick up food or medicine for 

a neighbor.  Reach out and call someone who is staying home alone to avoid risk.  Be a friendly, 

caring voice on the phone. Make a connection, offer a prayer.   

If you see additional mission opportunities, feel free to forward them to the committee for 

consideration.  We are always interested in expanding our reach and serving important needs to the 

extent that we have capacity and resources. 

For missions information, contact Ann Hodges at ahodges@richmond.edu or 804-339-9440. 

           

 

 

mailto:ahodges@richmond.edu


8800 River Road 

Henrico VA 23229 

Phone: 804-740-7061 

Fax: 804-740-3367 

Preschool: 754-0227 

We’re on the  web at 

www.riverroadumc.org 

 

April 2019 

Open Arms Christian Preschool  

Many blessings to you all! The Preschool has been 
closed since March 16th and continuing to keep in 
contact with the families via the internet! If you do 
not follow our Facebook page, please do so (Open 
Arms Christian Preschool) and see all the great 
videos the teachers have done for the kids! The 
teachers also sent home fun activity bags for the 
children to make sure they had fun things to do 
while at home. This allowed parents to have 
activities without having to plan it themselves (or 
get the materials). The bags were also 

personalized for each child based on some skills the teachers were 
working with them on in their class. We’ve seen great shares from the 
children.  We miss them all and can’t wait to see them back at school very 
soon! We pray everyone is well and we are planning great things for 
April! 
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Book Club – April 27 
 

Details for April’s meeting are:  
(please note: subject to change) 

 
Afternoon Group: 1:00 PM 

Hostess: Bess Traylor - 11129 Woodbaron Ct.,  
                                                   Henrico, VA 23233 
Date:  April 27 (Monday) 
Book Title: Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay  

 
Evening Group: 7:00 PM 

Hostess: Ann York - 2800 Chancel Lane,  
                                             Henrico 23233 
Date:  April 27 (Monday) 
Book Title: A Gentleman in Moscow  
                        by Amor Towles  


