
With All Your Heart 

Joel 2: 12-13  Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, with 

fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;  
13 

rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing. 

If you look for the word Lent in the Bible, you won’t find it. I suppose you could 
say that the New Testament early church was already living a Lent-like existence 
in constant expectation of Jesus’s return and living their faith to the point of 
facing the lions in the Roman Coliseum! The idea of Lent, the need for a Lenten 
season, arose later, after the Roman Emperor Constantine converted to 
Christianity in 312 C.E. and thus the entire empire did too.  Suddenly there was 
no difference between being a good citizen and being a faithful Christian. The 
stakes of daily reliance upon God lessened and Christians nestled into the 
culture and got comfortable. The stock market went up and up, job possibilities 
expanded, vacations got booked, courses were studied, and the swirl of life 
muted the call of discipleship. Over time, sacrifice came to mean not being able 
to connect to Wi-Fi and letting someone else choose the restaurant on a Friday 
night.   

Well, someone in the church decided it was high time to call us back to our 
senses and initiated the season of Lent as an earnest time of self-reflection and 
examination leading up to the death and resurrection of Christ.  The season of 
Lent invites us to walk with Christ to the cross, so that we might also consider 
what trends, behaviors, and beliefs need to “die” in order to experience more 
fully the power of the resurrection.  The season of Lent is a time to reflect on the 
state of our “hearts” and identify their proximity to the heart of God.  It is a time 
to acknowledge when we have invested the treasure of self worth or the value of 
time into endeavors that will not satisfy. The good news is that when we see how 
far we have moved, God is always ready to receive us home. That when we name 
the half-hearted attempts at our life, God is ready to make us whole hearted 
again – forgiven, loved, and free.  

I don’t know what Lenten invitation God will extend to you, what insight God 
wants to give you or what hard truth Jesus wants to illuminate. The Lenten 
season is not always comfortable—letting go and “dying” to self never is—but it 
is the way that leads to purpose and a peace in your mind that the world cannot 
manufacture or provide. It is the extravagant offering from God’s heart to yours! 

Prayers for a Holy Lent, 

Pastor Darcey 

The Lenten season begins this year on Ash Wednesday, February 26th with 
worship at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.   
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Lenten Worship: With All Your Heart 
   March 1 A Biblical Heart Check  

   March 8 Temptation: A Divided Heart        

   March 15 Repentance: Home is Where Your Heart Is         

   March 22 Half-heartedness in Real Time 

   March 29 What Breaks Jesus’ Heart 

   April 5 Palm Sunday - A Triumphal and Humble Heart 

   April 9 Maundy Thursday - Pouring Out Your Heart 

   April 10  Good Friday - The Heart of God 

   April 12 Easter - With All Your Heart 
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March Birthdays 

 

March 1  March 2  March 4  March 5  March 6 
Barb Abu-Jaber Cathy Clark  Melinda Eastman Joe Dailey  Judy Metz 
   Bill Gayne        Gabbie Rhodes 
            Sarah Rhodes 
           

March 7  March 8  March 10  March 14  March 15 
Janelle Graeter Charlie Dameron Barbara Gifford Becky Beattie  Bob Sanford 
      Dakan Honea  Pat Clark 
      Izzy Honea      
      Bradford Hulcher 
      Beth Stuckey    
             

March 17  March 18  March 22  March 23  March 26 
Howard Edmiston Tom York  Carolyn McCracken Catherine Conner Starr Alexander 
Marie Huggins Meghan Grau  Beverly White      
Violet Swann            
   

March 27  March 31     
Martha Williams Jim Hotinger     
   Olivia Messer     
   Gene Waters 
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CREATION CARE 

                                                            SUNDAY MORNING 9:30  

 (Room 211) Good News 

 (Room 202) Contemporary Christian 

 (Room 106)  Preschool (3 years & fully potty trained until they start kindergarten) 

           (Room 109)  Early Elementary (K-2nd grade) 

           (Room 105)  Older Elementary (3rd-5th grade) 
 

We have two offerings for adults on Sunday morning: 
Contemporary Christian 
Grow in wisdom and love as we engage in a variety of studies, have in-depth conversations about 
Scripture and the world around us, and support each other in discipleship and in life.  
Leader: Randy Reaves   Location/Time: Room 202/9:30 am 
  

 Good News 
The Good News class practices in-depth Bible study to help us take in the full depth and  
breadth of Scripture in community with fellow disciples. 
Leader: Dr. Jim Davia    Location/Time: Room 211/9:30 am 
  

 February 26 is Ash Wednesday, which begins Lent, a forty day season of examination and growth 
where we journey with Jesus to Jerusalem, to the cross, and to the empty tomb. Why forty days? Noah spent 
40 days and nights on the ark, waiting for the flood to recede so creation could  begin anew. The Israelites 
spent forty years in the wilderness, learning to leave the violence of Egypt behind and learning God’s justice 
and mercy. Jesus spent forty days in the wilderness preparing for his public ministry. Forty is a number of     
preparation, of saying no to what binds us and yes to what frees us to grow in love for God, for each other, and 
for the world. 
 We often focus on denying ourselves things during lent: caffeine, sweets, screen time. This is a good 
way to heed Jesus’ call to deny ourselves and take up our cross and follow. As I look to Lent, I’m mindful of 
this quote by Dietrich Bonhoeffer: “Being a Christian is less about cautiously avoiding sin than about  
courageously and actively doing God’s will.” Lent is not only a time to lay down bad habits. It’s also a time to 
take up new ones that help us become more active in the mission of God. Perhaps the money we spend on 
sweet or caffeinated treats can be used to support Shalom Farms or other feeding ministries. Perhaps the time 
we spend on screen time can be spent being attentive to our family or getting to know people and  
communities who are not yet part of our lives. Giving up screen time can also be a way for us to make time for 
reading or podcasts that will help us grow in love by encountering new voices, new people, and new  
perspectives. 
 The forty days of Lent are an opportunity to create new habits that last beyond Easter. May the things 
we say yes to during Lent, the new ways we actively do God’s will, become habits that  increase our love for 
God and neighbor. 
In Christ’s Service, 
Ed 
  

    
 
 

 Creation Care -'in the news'-: Current concerns: 1) (Close to home). According to the RTD, "For the 
fourth year in a row, the Trump administration wants to slash funding for programs that clean up and  
preserve the Chesapeake Bay at a time when experts say the estuary's recovery is at a crossroads" (2/14/20; p. 
A11); 2) (Also close to home)), "As the state of Virginia prepared for a major bridge and tunnel expansion in 
the tidewaters of the Chesapeake Bay last year, engineers understood that the nesting grounds of 25,000 
gulls, black skimmers, royal terns and other seabirds were about to be plowed under. To compensate, they  
considered developing an artificial island as a haven. Then...the Trump administration stepped in....New rules 
had eliminated criminal penalties for 'incidental' migratory bird deaths...Such conservation efforts were now 
'purely voluntary'. The state ended its island planning" (NYT; 12/25/19; p A1). Hopeful news: "Gov. Ralph 
Northam's proposed 2020-2022 biennial budget includes $733 million in new funding for the environment 
and is currently under consideration" (RTD; 2/14/20; p A15). (Sadly) reflective (and well worth reading): 
David Biems' editorial on "Climate And Memory", noting that "The bees and other creatures of my childhood 
are disappearing" (NYT; 2/18/20; p A23)....What can I/we do? Speak up!  Amen.  
Dr. Michael J. Wriston, Chair, Earth Advocacy  
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RIVER ROAD YOUTH - WINTER SCHEDULE 2020  

 
 

MARCH  

1ST - YOUTH DINNER NIGHT 

8TH - YOUTH GROUP 

15TH - YOUTH GROUP  

22ND - SCAVENGER HUNT 

29TH - YOUTH GROUP 
                                                               
 

!* 

 
 
 

!*  

EVERY WEDNESDAY FROM 7AM-8:30AM 

The youth are invited to come grab some breakfast and hang out before school at Chick-fil-a  
on Parham Rd. Come on out for a fun time of fellowship, friendship, and food all before the sun 

comes up! 
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The youth have some fun things coming up 
including pancakes, scavenger hunts, and 
maybe even some laser tag! Be sure to  
follow us on Instagram and check your 
emails for the latest updates of our  
upcoming scheduled events!  

The youth at River Road have been doing 
some great things this February! The youth 
have had an awesome time at bowling,  
playing morph ball and learning more about 
our identity through Christ! We cannot wait 
for the amazing things we have planned  
in-store!  

Contact Jake Joseph  

EMAIL: youth@riverroadumc.org 

PHONE: (804) 396 - 9255 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 

@riverroadyouthumc 

 River Road United Methodist Church  

*CHICK-FIL-A WEDNESDAYS!* 



March 2020 Newsletter  

Save the Date for the Easter Egg Hunt on April 4th, 2020!  

Please click here to sign-up online.  

 

 

Nursery   

Professionally-staffed Nursery is offered for infants, toddlers and  

preschoolers for all three service times (8:30, 9:30, 11:00) and Sunday  

evenings (September 15 th- Palm Sunday 2020) from 5-7 pm. 

 

Sunday School Classes   

Toddler   

A special class specifically for transitioning out of the nursery. 2-3 years olds welcome! Once potty 
trained they will move up to the preschool class.  

Led by Jill Snead, Arissa Mueller, Meg Eastman, and Elizabeth Buchholz.  

Preschool - potty trained 3, 4 and 5-year-olds 

9:30 am in room 108. Led by Meg Walunas, Tracy Wood, Penny Mersereau, and Carrie Francisco.  

Kindergarten - 2nd Grade  

9:30 am in room 110. Led by Cheryl Bowles, Megan Gilliland, Jaimey Honea, and Kim Cosby.  

3rd - 5th Grade 

9:30 am in room 109. Led By John Honea and Robin Ely. 

 

YOUR CHILDREN ARE WELCOME AT ALL OUR WORSHIP SERVICES! Please attend worship 
with your children, grandchildren, and guests! Worship attendance is very important, even at a 
young age, for spiritual development. We are ALL created for worship! Worship bags, Storybook   
Bibles, and activity binders are  available at all three services.  

If you feel like you need somewhere quieter to worship during the 11 am service, the Cuddle Room is 
available in the back of the sanctuary with a live feed of the service and activities for your child. 
Please see an usher if you have any trouble finding these things.  

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Children will sing on Palm Sunday at the 11:00 AM service  

 

Dinner is served from 5-5:30pm. From 5:30-6:15 K-2 will be in the choir room 
with Joy Price. 3-5 will be in room 109 for missions with Danielle Rinker. At 6:15 
K-2 will come down to missions and 3-5 will finish up the night in the choir room. 

5 and under are always welcome in the nursery. 
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https://riverroadumc.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4270de0791c78d620501c152f&id=7df1ea0111&e=dc39984ff3
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Frances Allen/Alice Weed Circle – March 10 

The Frances Allen/Alice Weed Circle invites you to join us on March 10 at the Hermitage Retirement Commu-
nity at 2:00 pm. To join us on the bus to ride together, meet at River Road at 1:00 pm. Your help is needed for  
serving cake and ice cream and wishing residents a Happy Birthday! We are looking forward to having you join 
us! 
 

Women's Prayer Breakfast – March 12 

Our monthly Women's Prayer Breakfast will meet on Thursday, March 12th at First Watch.  We'll meet at 8:30 

AM.  First Watch is located outside of Regency Square at 8621 Quioccasin Road. No reservation needed.  Hope you 

can join us! 

 

Book Club – March 23 

Details for March’s meeting are: 

Morning Group: 

Hostess: Bess Traylor - 11129 Woodbaron Ct., Henrico, VA 23233 

Date:  March 23 (Monday) 

Time:  1:00 PM 

Book Title: Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay  

Evening Group: 

Hostess: Ann York - 2800 Chancel Lane, Henrico 23233 

Date:  March 23 (Monday) 

Time:  7:00 PM 

Book Title: A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles  
 

 

 

River Road UMC Annual Yard Sale 

March 21, 2020 

8:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
 

Shop for Women/Men/Children of All Ages: 

Clothes, Jewelry, Boutique 

Kitchen/Household Goods, Linens 

Toys, Children’s Books, Furniture, tools, sports 

Bake Sale & Much, Much More 
 

Donate your unwanted/unneeded items to raise money for missions!  
 

Unfortunately, we cannot accept exercise equipment, old TV’s,  

sleep sofas, mattresses, infant cribs, car seats,  

or books (only best sellers, children’s and recipe books) 
 

Please put your items in the church parlor after 3/1/2020  
 

Brown Paper and plastic bags are also needed for cashier tables 
 

Help set up!   Help at the yard sale!   Come and shop! 
 

To volunteer or for more information, contact: Melinda Sledd (804-363-8513) sledd007@aol.com.  

 

 

mailto:sledd007@aol.com
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KAIROS 

Kairos Prison Ministry is a Christian faith-based ministry which addresses the spiritual needs of 
incarcerated men, women, youth, and their families.  Cookies are needed for the upcoming Kairos 
prison ministry weekend to show the love of Christ to incarcerated men.  Information about the 
cookies needed is on the Missions table in the Welcome Center.  You may bake cookies according to 
the approved recipes and place in the freezer in a quart size zip-lock bag, with a dozen cookies per 
bag, labeled with the type of cookie and a notation that they are for Kairos.  If you would like to 
attend the closing ceremony for the weekend on the afternoon of Sunday, March 22, you can 
complete an approval form which is available from Laurel Marks, laurelsmarks@yahoo.com, to 
insure that you have access to the prison.  The deadline for completed forms and cookies is March 
11.  It would be wonderful to have great showing of support for this ministry in memory of Jim Gould 
who faithfully participated for many years. 

EASTER OFFERING AND LENTEN MISSION MOMENTS 

Our Easter offering is used entirely to support the many important missions of our church.  The 
missions calendar, available on the Missions cabinet in the Welcome Center and in the Narthex, 
provides information about the many missions in which we are involved.  During Lent, the Missions 
Committee will give you a broader view of the missions that River Road helps support.  Mission 
Moments will begin March 1 in all three services and continue through April 5.  During this time, we 
ask you to prayerfully consider how you can financially support these missions through your Easter 
offering. 

CARITAS 

Save the dates.  We will be providing a meal on March 28 and lunches the following week for 
residents at the CARITAS location.  Signups will be available soon.  

In addition, CARITAS is always in need of kitchenware, bedding and other essential items for the 
home. Community members transitioning from crisis to stability use them in their new homes. There 
is a list of items needed at this website, https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/
DCNAOGZRBC5A/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex.   If you would like to donate any of these items, you can shop 
at Amazon and have the items delivered to CARITAS at 1108 Gordon Avenue, Richmond, VA  23224. 
If you want to deliver them yourself, you may do so Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

BRING A DONATION FOR GINTER PARK FOOD PANTRY EVERY SUNDAY! 

Our partnership with Ginter Park UMC is our only year-round mission project.  They always 
need nonperishable food, paper bags with handles, gallon ziplock bags, and clothes.  Leave your 
items in the Missions Cabinet in the Welcome Center.  We love our volunteers!  If you would like to 
help on Wednesdays 9-12, contact ellenreaves@verizon.net or 804-229-4277 for more info.   

UPCOMING IN APRIL 

We have two major mission events in April.  Save the dates of April 19 and April 25 for Rise Against 
Hunger and Rebuilding Together.  On the morning of April 19 during our regular worship time, we 
will package 25,000 meals for the hungry all over the world.  This is a family event – everyone can 
participate.  On Saturday April 25, we will repair the homes of people in the Richmond area who 
cannot do those repairs themselves.  Watch for more information to come. 

Thanks be to God for the work He gives us to do together. We always welcome participation in the 
many missions of the church.  If you would like to join the committee, commit to a particular 
mission, or just learn more about missions at RRUMC, contact Ann Hodges, 
ahodges@richmond.edu or 804-339-9440.  

mailto:laurelsmarks@yahoo.com
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/DCNAOGZRBC5A/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/DCNAOGZRBC5A/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
mailto:ellenreaves@verizon.net
mailto:ahodges@richmond.edu


8800 River Road 

Henrico VA 23229 

Phone: 804-740-7061 

Fax: 804-740-3367 

Preschool: 754-0227 

We’re on the  web at 

www.riverroadumc.org 
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Open Arms Christian Preschool  

What a wonderful time we have had at OACP this 
winter!  We’ve been learning about WINTER, 
SPACE, COMMUNITY HELPERS, CARING/
SHARING and our WORLD!  It’s been so much fun 
with all our children and we are all gearing up for 
more things to do with SPRING, which is just around 
the corner!   
We’d like to thank all our families that came and 
joined us for the Pancake Supper on Shrove Tuesday!  
It was a fun time in fellowship & yummy food!  We 

also would like to thank our church Preschool grandparents for joining us 
during Grandparent’s day at OACP!  It was a great day showing our 
Grandparents how much we love them!     
We currently have open enrollment for the Fall 2020/2021 School Year 
and our spaces are very limited.  If you or anyone you know is interested 
in our Preschool Program (ages 12 months – 5 years old) please reach out 
to Nora Hamlet, Preschool Director at 804-754-0227 or email at 
openarms@riverroadumc.org. 
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