
Pentecost during a Pandemic 

This has been a whirlwind of a time even as our usual swirls of activities have slowed. In 
the last two months, everything we have known has been cast in a new light due to the 
pandemic. Usual greetings deeply rooted in our cultural identity such as a firm 
handshake are being reconsidered. The school day has shifted from the classroom into 
living rooms. Many who were unfamiliar or hesitant to jump into the technological world 
are now swimming in ZOOM. We have all grown in our appreciation for a simple walk 
outside in God’s creation, or as a member of our church in a retirement community told 
me, the ability to watch the spring burst to life outside her open window. And of course, 
we know that many people are struggling during this time. First and foremost, people are 
becoming ill from the virus. Employment that was secure and finances that were 
expected, for some, have lessened and even evaporated.  

Even the ways in which we read and interpret scripture are impacted by the pandemic. 
The Lenten season was perhaps the most distinctly Lenten we have ever experienced in 
living history-when the entire nation was asked to “give something up..” Usual practices 
and preferences were laid down in order to protect people, both family and stranger 
alike. This Easter I read with new eyes how that first Easter Sunday was “still dark” when 
resurrection hope happened. That is a powerful reminder that God moves mightily when 
things are uncertain, circumstances appear to be unraveling, and we are vulnerable. And 
we remember that Easter is also a season and that the resurrected Christ kept showing up 
in the disciples’ fear and doubt and questions. We acknowledge the ongoing promise that 
the resurrected Christ continues to do that for each of us.  

This month, we will move from the season of Easter to the day and season of Pentecost. 
Initially,  the disciples were gathered together in one room – first out of fear from a 
perceived external threat and then because the resurrected Christ asked them to wait for 
a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  

When the day of Pentecost came, they were still under this self-imposed and Christ 
requested stay-at-home order. But when the Holy Spirit came, they were empowered to 
go out and bear witness to the ways in which Christ had changed them and invite others 
into this transformative relationship.  

Pentecost Sunday is May 31st this year. And unless something shifts, we will still be living 
within a stay-at-home order in the Commonwealth. Often during Pentecost we focus on 
getting out of the church building and into the world to tell the story of God’s hope with 
our very lives. The message is about being the church, rather than merely going to a 
church. Well, having Pentecost during a pandemic, we are already out of the church 
building.  

And while we also realize that our footprint for physically being out in the world may 
have lessened, our impact and the power by which we witness remains the same. We are 
still sent out by a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit to be the church in the world, trying 
to serve and love like Jesus does. The pandemic may change the “how,” but the “why” 
and the mission remains the same. We are filled full to overflow into the lives of others. 
We are given everything–grace, our intellect, mercy, our stuff, peace, our connections – 
in order to further God’s kingdom and invite others into it. I pray that we all remember 
this call to go out and serve and that we do so not by our own charms or inclinations, but 
by the very power of the Holy Spirit. And that we will lean into Christ’s leading even 
further as individuals, as families, as church, to be creative in how we live it out during 
the particularity of these times. And so, as we anticipate the change in another season of 
being church, Pentecost will be very much different this year and precisely the same! We 
will be rooted in the Spirit and sent out into the world in the name of Jesus. AMEN!  

 Inside this issue: 

Worship Series & 

Birthdays   
 

 

2 

Small Groups  3 

Youth 
 

 

 

Children 

4 

 

5 

Women’s Ministry  

Creation Care 
 

Missions  

6 
 

 

 

7 

Zoom Meetings & 

Open Arms 

Christian Preschool  

8 

  

May 2020 

Connections 

May/June Upper 

Room Devotionals 

are available outside 

the keypad door. 



Worship: Jesus at Home 
   May 3  Miracles and a Home Cooked Meal 

   May 10 Forgiveness on the Menu 

   May 17  Promises Fulfilled 

   May 24 Jesus Going Home, the Ascension 

   May 31 The Church has Left the Building—Pentecost 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Join us online for worship at 10am on Sundays.   http://riverroadumc.org/sermons/  
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May Birthdays 

 

May 1   May 3   May 4   May 5   May 6 
Jane Gresham  Morey Brady  Charles Messer Grayson Clarke Teddie Lawrence 
Jane Boaz        Caroline Davis  Addie Kemp 
Tom York         Anthony Franklin   
 
May 7   May 8   May 9   May 10  May 13 
John Simmers  Ansel Eastman Carter Hayes  Virginia Patterson Olivia Moum 
Charles Messer    Will Conner      
Griffin Gayne              

 
May 14  May 15  May 16  May 18  May 19 
Stephanie Jeffrey Pres Purdum  Missy Markey  Jim Banta  Phil Brennan 
   Gene Lyon        Noah Benson 
   Ernie Weston         
 
May 22  May 23  May 24    May 25                       May 26 
Nancy Kuehl  Leo Dunn  Bess Traylor  Dot Patrick  Laura Talley  
Ethan Benson        Joan Brennan     
Finnegan Buchholz       Stephanie Reed-Wriston 
          
May 29     May 30      
Trenton Bone  Elizabeth Buchholz 

Perkins Smith  Ella Garnett 
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                                                            SUNDAY MORNING 9:30  

            The children’s classes are meeting by Zoom on Wednesdays.  

See back page for info.  

  (Room 211) Good News 

              (Room 202) Contemporary Christian 

                                   (Room 106)  Preschool (3 years & fully potty trained until they start kindergarten) 

             (Room 109)  Early Elementary (K-2nd grade) 

            (Room 105)  Older Elementary (3rd-5th grade) 
 

We have two offerings for adults on Sunday morning: 
Contemporary Christian 
Grow in wisdom and love as we engage in a variety of studies, have in-depth conversations 
about Scripture and the world around us, and support each other in discipleship and in life.  
Leader: Randy Reaves    Location/Time: Zoom/11:00am 
  
Good News 
The Good News class practices in-depth Bible study to help us take in the full depth and  
breadth of Scripture in community with fellow disciples. 
Leader: Dr. Jim Davia    Location/Time: not meeting at this time 
  
 

 
These days when I log on to social media it’s with some trepidation. On the one hand, it’s a way to 
stay connected with friends, to learn from a variety of sources, and to find the goofy and lowbrow  
humor I love. On the other hand there is fear, anger, and conflict. Scrolling through my feed this 
morning, I came across a variety of artists covering “Times Like These” from the Foo Fighters, one of 
my favorite bands. Their voices and instruments were carefully edited together as they recorded from 
wherever they are quarantined. 
 
The chorus goes, “It's times like these you learn to live again, It's times like these you give and give 
again, It's times like these you learn to love again.” While this song came out 17 years ago, it speaks 
to this moment. Listening to it with new ears, it reminds me of the truth that God often works 
through disruption. When God called to Moses tending his flock in the wilderness, it wasn’t to make 
him a better shepherd. When Jesus called Simon, James, and John, it wasn’t to make them better 
fishermen. When Jesus met Paul on the road to Damascus it wasn’t to make him a better teacher of 
the law. 
 
For good reason we want to return to normal. We don’t want essential employees and the vulnerable 
to become ill. We don’t want people to lose their jobs, livelihoods, and homes. We don’t want  
students, whether in kindergarten or in college, to have their education disrupted. We want to be 
able to break out of isolation and see each other face to face. We want to live our lives without  
constraint or fear. But it is often the disruptions in our lives that teach us to live, give, and love in 
more profound ways. What are we learning from this time of disruption? How is God working 
through it to lead us to a new place, a new way of being? 
 
In this season of Easter we remember that God triumphed through the disruption of the cross. When 
this time of disruption passes, may it leave us prepared to say a more profound “Yes” to the God who 
leads us out of our comfort zones and into a new way of life that is as beautiful as it is strange in the 
eyes of the world. 
 
In Christ’s Service, 
Ed 
  

SMALL GROUPS 



FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 

@riverroadyouthumc 

 River Road United Methodist Church  

 

 
 
 
 

MAY NEWSLETTER 

 

The youth at River Road have been doing some great things this month! For the 
safety of our church and in light of the Coronavirus Pandemic, we have decided to 
continue our youth programming online! As we have heard before, the church doors 
may be closed, but God’s ministry remains open! Please read below how you can 
connect with us!  
 

RIVER ROAD YOUTH ONLINE 

Here are some ways we are staying connected through this time! 

 

Instagram - Follow Us @riverroadyouthumc 

Weekly Inspiration: We will be posting frequently on social media with latest up-
dates on blog posts, devotionals and even some fun videos! 

 

RRUMC Youth Zoom Hangout - Sundays at 5PM 

 

Sunday Night Youth: The youth will be gathering via Zoom with weekly  
check-ins, devotional time and fun games and activities! 
 

Our New Series: In our weekly devotional time, we will be going through the book  
of Galatians and studying how our faith is not just a bunch of rules, but rather filled  
with goals! 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Jake Joseph 

Email: youth@riverroadumc.org 

Phone: (804) 396-9255 
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CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

During this time we’re apart, we will be providing you with everything your children  
experience during one of our church services so they can experience church at home! 
Watch and engage with your kids as a family with a video experience, activities, and  

devotionals throughout the week. Print out the activity if you can, and be sure to check out 
the Parent Cue App in order to connect what your kids learn into their everyday lives!  

 
Toddler & Preschool: We are using a lemonade stand theme this month to welcome in the 
warmer days and introduce preschoolers to the amazing truth that God loves me. We want                               
preschoolers to know that God has put a lot of planning and creating and love into each of 
them. And, just like you can’t separate the water from the sugar from the lemon juice once 

you mix them, NOTHING can separate us from God’s love. So, think a lot of love and a little 
lemon – mix it all together, and we will get an entire month of God loves me!  

 
Our Memory Verse This Month: “NOTHING AT ALL CAN EVER SEPARATE US FROM 

GOD’S LOVE.” ROMANS 8:39, NIRV  
  

In Elementary This Month: Throughout the Bible, we read about all sorts of people who 
showed determination in the face of hardship and difficulty. They relied on God’s strength to 

get them through it. Even Jesus Himself endured through the pain of the cross so that we 
would be able to have a forever relationship with God. When it comes to the situations in our 

own lives, God gives us the Holy Spirit to empower us to keep going, even when life gets  
difficult.  

  
Our Memory Verse This Month: “LET US NOT BECOME TIRED OF DOING GOOD. AT 
THE RIGHT TIME WE WILL GATHER A CROP IF WE DON’T GIVE UP.”  GALATIANS 

6:9, NIRV  
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FRANCES ALLEN/ALICE WEED CIRCLE: 

Unfortunately, the Frances Allen/Alice Weed Circle meeting will be canceled 
for May 12th to stop the spread of COVID-19 virus germs. Blessings to all and 
stay healthy.  
 
 

WOMEN'S PRAYER BREAKFAST 

In the interest of caution and maintaining everyone's health, our monthly Women's Prayer  
Breakfasts have been postponed for the next few months. We'll look forward to supporting each 
other and our local restaurants when it is once again safe to do so. Meanwhile, keep praying for each 
other, our church and community and all our brothers and sisters around the world.  

 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Some good news first: 1) Over-ruling the (so-called?) Environmental Protection Agency, the  

Supreme Court ruled that “sewage plants and other industries cannot avoid environmental  

requirements...when they send dirty water on an indirect route to rivers, oceans and other navigable  

waterways” (RTD, 4/24, p. A11); 2) "The U.S. Corps of Engineers has suspended a nationwide  

program used to approve oil and gas pipelines, power lines and other utility work...after a federal 

court last week threw out a blanket permit that companies and public utilities have used for decades 

to build projects across streams and wetlands" (ibid); and 3) Vermont's “new ban on food scraps in 

landfills goes into effect on July 1,” the first statewide ban in the country – hooray Vermont! This 

ban is similar to the ban implemented in Seattle some years ago and Sunnyvale (California) more  

recently, which have been effective in cutting the amount of food waste in half (WSJ, 4/24, p. M5). 

For the record, Earth Advocacy installed and has made use of a compost barrel at RRUMC for  

several years now, collecting compost in our container in the kitchen, and Steph and I have done the 

same thing at home using compost barrels we found at Southern States.   

        Hopefully, all of us celebrated Earth Day # 50 last week in some useful or symbolic way. If not, 

there's still time. I continued a long-standing tradition of getting out a barrel or large garbage bag 

(with gloves this year) and scouring a stretch of road for recyclable cans or bottles AND making some 

additional contributions to the non-profit organizations on the front-lines of Creation Care. There 

are many to choose from if you are looking, including The Nature Conservancy, Greenpeace, Envi-

ronmental Defense Fund, Sierra Club, Earthjustice and American Rivers. God bless all of us during 

these troubled times. As always, Michael (J. Wriston), Chair, Earth Advocacy.  
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Missions Announcements 

 
 Missions changed with the COVID-19 stay-at-home orders.  As noted in the April newsletter, 
our spring events were either cancelled or postponed to a later date not yet determined.  The needs 
of our partner organizations, however, have only increased.  Particularly crucial in this pandemic and 
resulting economic dislocation are feeding programs, sheltering programs, and health care. 

 The committee met and decided to send $7750 in mission funds immediately to address these 
important needs.  These funds went to support feeding programs at Welborne United Methodist, St. 
Thomas Episcopal, and Ginter Park United Methodist.  Currently, Ginter Park is closed and St. 
Thomas is feeding many Ginter Park clients.  The funds will support Ginter Park when that facility 
reopens.  Additional support went to Shalom Farms, which has had to hire staff to do the work that 
volunteers typically do to plant, tend and harvest the fresh foods which are donated to feeding 
programs. 

Funds went to our partners at United Methodist Family Services and Side by Side to help 
provide food to their residents/clients. Further, the committee is providing meals to homeless 
individuals who have been sheltered in local hotels through our partnership with CARITAS.  Special 
thanks to Karen Carter for coordinating with CARITAS and making these food deliveries.   Money 
was sent to CARITAS as well, since the church cannot provide lunches and dinners at present.  
Finally we sent funds to Crossover Clinic, a faith-based organization which provides health care to 
the uninsured and Medicaid recipients.  Given the urgent need, the committee decided to send as 
much money as possible right away to enable these organizations to meet the increased demand 
resulting from the virus. 

 Many thanks to those who contributed to the Easter offering for missions.  If you have not yet 
contributed, you may still do so. We will continue to direct additional funds to the identified needs 
arising from the virus, in addition to supporting our existing mission partners. 

 Finally we have two opportunities for in-kind donations, which can be left in the box outside 
the keypad door at the church.  Food will be delivered to Welborne’s food pantry on Mondays and 
Wednesdays.  The pantry is currently serving record numbers of individuals and families.  CARITAS 
is in need of men's underwear in sizes M/L/XL and toiletry bags for their clients.  To provide the 
toiletries, fill gallon-sized resealable bags with a standard size bar of soap, a disposable razor, 
shaving cream, men's deodorant, a toothbrush, toothpaste, and travel sized (3.4oz) shampoo, lotion, 
and alcohol-free mouthwash. These will be delivered to CARITAS. 

 Thanks be to God for guiding us through this difficult time and enabling us to continue to be 
his hands and feet in the world.  For more information about missions, contact Ann Hodges, 
ahodges@richmond.edu or 804-339-9440. 
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Henrico VA 23229 

Phone: 804-740-7061 

Fax: 804-740-3367 

Preschool: 754-0227 
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Open Arms Christian Preschool  

Our Preschool families continue to keep 
connected through the Pandemic and our 
closure.  This month the children are 
receiving another activity bag with weekly 
lessons and activities to complete each day.  
The teachers have provided the children and 
families all the materials that they need to 
work on their projects and they’ve included 
all instructions!  Our classes have several 
zoom sessions a week as well as instructional 

youtube videos the teachers are sharing to coordinate with their lessons 
and activities in the bags.  The children have LOVED sharing all the great 
things they’ve done and we are all counting down the until that we can 
see them back at school again!  
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Zoom Offerings 
 

Sundays: 11:00 am  Contemporary Christian Sunday School Class 
        11:00 am  Colossians Small Group  
         5:00 pm  Youth Group 
         5:15 pm Seekers Small Group  
 
Tuesdays: 7:00 pm The Questions God Asks Small Group  
 
Wednesdays: 11:30 am    Preschool Sunday School 
                         12:00 pm    Zoom in for Prayer 
    1:30 pm      K - 2nd grade Sunday School  
                          2:15 pm     3rd - 5th grade Sunday School 
 
Thursdays: 11:00 am  Prayer & Praise Service 
                      7:15 pm    Choir Zoom Meeting 
 
Fridays: 2:30 pm Friday Fun Call Preschool - 2nd grade 
       3:00 pm Friday Fun Call 3rd - 5th grade 
 

WAYS TO STAY CONNECTED! 


