
 

Well church, we woke up the entire neighborhood on Sunday, June 28th 
with honks of joy and praise at the first ever River Road UMC Drive in 
Holy Communion Worship Service.  We had about one hundred 
people in around forty cars drive in and worship together in their vehicles.  
I heard from many of you who were able to attend that it was a powerful 
time of worship and in a way we all didn’t realize just how hungry we were-
for a form of in-person and yet safe worship experience and for the 
sacrament of Holy Communion. Which is why we will be offering a Drive in 
Holy Communion Worship Service again this month on Sunday, July 
26th with the time to be announced.  We also say a big thank you to our 
volunteers who helped to ensure an organized and worshipful event. They 
were also out in the heat and masked as they served, so thank you!  

We continue each week to meet and monitor and plan for how we can offer 
in-person worship and gatherings. We have a Healthy Church Team that 
holds these weekly meetings to process any new information from the 
Governor and our Bishop. As you know, we must meet the requirements set 
forth by both the Governor (who has laid out re-opening in phases) and the 
Conference (which has laid out a return to in-person worship in stages). 
Currently serving on the Healthy Church Team is John McLarin, Kate 
Meilink, Robert Best, Jake Joseph, Darcey Johnson, and Chuck Irwin. This 
team meets to make recommendations to Church Council and to do the 
logistical legwork of moving towards offering in person worship and 
gatherings.  

You may also have noticed that the church leadership is very intentional 
around the language that we use in talking about a return to in-person 
worship and gatherings rather than ”re-opening.” Because the church – in 
terms of the people of God worshipping and seeking to love God and 
neighbor – has not for one moment closed during the pandemic. Some of 
our formats have shifted, however the worship, ministry, prayer and 
mission continues STRONG and powerful in the name of Jesus!  

We will continue to communicate updates and offerings as decisions are 
made and again thank you for your understanding and grace. And praise 
God for the adaptability to be church in whatever time, season, or 
circumstance.  

Peace in Jesus, 

Pastor Darcey  
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Worship: One Anothering 
   July  5  Forgive One Another  

   July 12 Bear One Another’s Burden 

   July 19 Love One Another 

   July 26 Pray for One Another 

 

 

Join us online for worship at 10am on  

Sundays.   http://riverroadumc.org/sermons/  
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July Birthdays 

 

July 1   July 2   July 3   July 4   July 6 

Sterling Dameron Conley Kemp  Connie Whetstine Julia Messer  Mark Forberg 

      Blair Mclarin      
      

July 7   July 9   July 10  July 11  July 13 

Lauren Potts  Mandy McLarin Robin Ely  Ann Hodges  Horace Payne Jr. 

   Joanna Johnson Ashley Barrett     Courtney Barrack 
              

July 14  July 16  July 17  July 18  July 19 

Mike Cosby  Joan Goodship Melissa Conner Brenda Vaughan Fay Seay 

Josh Busscher  Debby Waters     Kim Cosby  Alicia Hotinger 

         Steven Ebert  Ruben Blevins 
           

July 20  July 21  July 22  July 23  July 24 

Stacie Cornett  Sam Kemp  Karl Bren  Pearcy Flippen Martha Mullen 

   Greg Bowles   
 

July 25   July 26   July 28   July 31 

Harry Yost  Beth Wilson  Jaimey Honea  Trent Keith 

Katie Ely  Mary York  Elizabeth York 

   Ashlyn Cosby  Ryan Stuckey 

      Trey Gayne 
              

       

  

    
    

http://riverroadumc.org/sermons/
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                                                            SUNDAY MORNING 9:30  

            The children’s classes are meeting by Zoom on Wednesdays.  

See back page for info.  

  (Room 211) Good News 

              (Room 202) Contemporary Christian 

                                   (Room 106)  Preschool (3 years & fully potty trained until they start kindergarten) 

             (Room 109)  Early Elementary (K-2nd grade) 

            (Room 105)  Older Elementary (3rd-5th grade) 
 

We have two offerings for adults on Sunday morning: 
 

Contemporary Christian 
Grow in wisdom and love as we engage in a variety of studies, have in-depth conversations 
about Scripture and the world around us, and support each other in discipleship and in life.  
Leader: Randy Reaves    Location/Time: Zoom/11:00am 
  
Good News 
The Good News class practices in-depth Bible study to help us take in the full depth and  
breadth of Scripture in community with fellow disciples. 
Leader: Dr. Jim Davia    Location/Time: not meeting at this time 
  
 

 
 
During these times of turmoil over how we love and respect each other during a global health crisis 
and over racial injustice and the pain it has caused, I remember that Jesus’ first sermon is short and 
to the point: “The kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” Repentance 
is hard. Sometimes repentance means acknowledging that we have done wrong and caused others 
pain. But other times it means becoming aware of our blindness, of seeing the pain we have caused 
when we never intended to. Some of us have had difficult conversations with parents, siblings, 
spouses, and children that have made us aware of our blind spots, of all we did not see and  
understand. 
 
If we are to receive the closeness of God and God’s kingdom as good news, we have to become aware 
of our blindness, and often times the only way out of our well-intentioned blindness is to listen to the 
voices that make us feel uncomfortable. This doesn’t mean these voices are always right, but  
repentance always means a move from comfort to disorientation to a new way of seeing things. We 
can only make these moves if we are willing to be uncomfortable and enter new territory and new  
relationships. 
 
During these times when there is so much uncertainty, are we willing to hear the voices of those  
crying out? Are we willing to be led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness of uncertainty in order to 
come out on the other side with a renewed commitment to God and neighbor? To whom are we  
listening, and to whom are we turning a deaf ear? 
 

In Christ’s Service, 

Ed 

  

    
 
 

  

SMALL GROUPS 



FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 

@riverroadyouthumc 

 River Road United Methodist Church  

 

 
 
 
 

JULY NEWSLETTER 

 

The youth at River Road have been doing some great things this month! For the 
safety of our church and in light of the Coronavirus Pandemic, we have decided to 
continue our youth programming online! As we have heard before, the church doors 
may be closed, but God’s ministry remains open! Please read below how you can 
connect with us!  
 

RIVER ROAD YOUTH ONLINE 

Here are some ways we are staying connected through this time! 

 

Instagram - Follow Us @riverroadyouthumc 

Weekly Inspiration: We will be posting frequently on social media with latest  
updates on blog posts, devotionals and even some fun videos! 

 

STAY TUNED FOR UPCOMING  
Socially-Distanced Events 
Happening This Summer! 

 

Youth Summer Schedule: For the summer, we will not be meeting for our regular 
Sunday night programming. However, we will be scheduling virtual and in-person 
events to continue to be in fellowship over the summer. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Jake Joseph 

Email: youth@riverroadumc.org 

Phone: (804) 396-9255 
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As your family continues to adjust to new schedules, rhythms, and routines, we wanted to let you know first 
and foremost we are praying for you! We love you and we are here for you during this time. While we aren't 
able to meet face to face and in our buildings during this season, we are continually encouraged by the       
reminder that the Church is people and not a place. We are so grateful that there are ways that we can keep 
in communication through calls, texts, emails, video streaming and social media. River Road Kids will              
continue to post content on our website to support families to continue into a growing relationship with Jesus. 

This month we want to share some simple resources to get you started as you may be talking to your children 
about race. 

Talking Race With Young Children- https://www.npr.org/2019/04/24/716700866/talking-race-with-young-
children 

10 Tips for Teaching and Talking to Kids About Race-  https://www.embracerace.org/resources/teaching-and-
talking-to-kids 

Why You Need to Talk About Race With Your Kid- https://theparentcue.org/pcl-40-why-you-need-to-talk-
about-race-with-your-kids/ 

Here are some book recommendations as well for preschool and elementary ages.   

PRESCHOOL 
 

Happy in Our Skin by Fran Manushkin 
 

The Colors of Us by Karen Katz 
 

Just Like Me by Vanessa Brantley-Newton 
 

When God Made You by Matthew Paul Turner 
 

I Am Enough by Grace Byers 
 

I Like Myself! by Karen Beaumont 
 

ELEMENTARY 
 

A Kids Book About Racism by Jelani Memory 
 

I Have a Dream by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

Let’s Talk About Race by Julius Lester 
 

Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly 
 

The Crossover Series by Kwame Alexander 
 

Freedom Over Me by Ashley Bryan 
 

I hope these resources are as helpful for you as they have been for me.  

We’re continually praying for you and with you. We hope you’ll reach out for anything we can help with here at 
River Road!  

Danielle  
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
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https://www.npr.org/2019/04/24/716700866/talking-race-with-young-children
https://www.npr.org/2019/04/24/716700866/talking-race-with-young-children
https://www.embracerace.org/resources/teaching-and-talking-to-kids
https://www.embracerace.org/resources/teaching-and-talking-to-kids
https://theparentcue.org/pcl-40-why-you-need-to-talk-about-race-with-your-kids/
https://theparentcue.org/pcl-40-why-you-need-to-talk-about-race-with-your-kids/


                     Page 6 Connections Women’s Ministry 

 
 

FRANCES ALLEN/ALICE WEED CIRCLE: 

Unfortunately, the Frances Allen/Alice Weed Circle meeting will be canceled 
until further notice stop the spread of COVID-19 virus germs. Blessings to all 
and stay healthy.  
 

WOMEN'S PRAYER BREAKFAST 

We will be meeting virtually on the second Thursday at 8:30am. Hope you can join us for a time of 
prayer and fellowship.  

 
BOOK CLUB: 

Book Club will attempt a Zoom Meeting for June 22, 7PM.  Details will follow for the connection.  
Marge will lead the discussion on A Gentleman in Moscow, also a mandatory stay at home person.  
For July we will discuss The Secrets We Kept by Lara Prescott and for August, Girl With the Louding 
Voice by Abi Dare. See you all on the computer!  Ann York 
 
 

 
  

 

Creation Care updates & reflections. A mixture, as usual, of the good, the bad and the ugly. 1) 

"James River gets B- grade again...The James River Association gives the river on overall health 

grade pf 60%...'a positive sign for the resilience of the James but a departure from the steady  

improvements we have seen') (RTD; 10/19; p. A 1); 2) "Plans for a large-scale solar farm in a rural 

part of Chesterfield County have been given the green light by county supervisors." (RTD; 10/19; p. A 

1); 3) "Midlevel Staff Stifles Science About Climate....Efforts to undermine climate change science in 

the federal government, once orchestrated largely by President Trump's political appointees, are now 

increasingly driven by midlevel managers trying to protect their jobs." (NYT; 6/15; p. A1); 4) "One 

thing you can do to counteract climate change....Energy Star is an energy efficiency program run by 

the EPA. To get that sticker, a product must pass independent testing....All told, more than 60,000 

products bear the Energy Star label" (NYT; 10/19; p. A 3); 5) "A secret agreement has allowed the  

nation's homebuilders to make it much easier to block changes to building codes that would require 

new houses to better address climate change." (NYT; 10/19; p. A 23); & 6) "Seafood is healthy, but 

not all picks are sustainable. Follow these tips for bringing home fish that you - and the oceans - can 

feel good about....Look for the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC), Aquaculture Stewardship Council 

(ASC) or Best Aquaculture Practices (BAP) logo on the packaging of frozen fish and canned or tinned 

fish." ('Real Simple"; April 2020; pp. 44-45).  

      What can we (ordinary, concerned citizens) do? Speak up! To show your support for the people, 

representatives, organizations  and practices that promote Creation Care and to confront those that 

don't. Remember the (significant) impact that what we shop for (and don't) has; and  become a 

member of those non-profit organizations on the front lines of caring for our - and God's - wondrous 

and imperiled Creation. As always, Michael (j Wriston), Chair, Earth Advocacy. 

 

 
 

CREATION CARE 
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 Thanks to all who have donated food for the Welborne and Ginter Park food pantries.  The 

parking lot work is done so please don’t hesitate to drop your donations at the church in the box 

designated for that purpose outside the keypad door.  The need in our community is still great.  In 

particular, Ginter Park needs canned meats and peanut butter.  Instant potatoes, cereal, mac n 

cheese, jelly, evaporated milk, pasta, pasta sauce and canned pasta meals are particular needs at 

Welborne.  We have purchased masks to offer to food pantry clients at Ginter Park who do not have 

them available.  Special thanks to Karen Carter and Tony and Jean Barnette for making these 

deliveries to the food pantries each week. 

 

 We are also still collecting toiletries and underwear for CARITAS.  Thanks to all who have 

already donated.  What is needed is men's underwear in sizes M/L/XL and toiletry bags.  To provide 

the toiletries, fill gallon-sized resealable bags with a standard size bar of soap, a disposable razor, 

shaving cream, men's deodorant, a toothbrush, toothpaste, and travel sized (3.4oz) shampoo, lotion, 

and alcohol-free mouthwash.  With the generous donations to missions, the committee recently 

decided to purchase some additional gift cards for CARITAS for the Women’s Shelter to enable the 

organization to supplement the food they receive from FeedMore and other organizations. Thanks to 

Karen Carter for delivering donations to CARITAS. 

 

 Our Easter offering has topped $18,000, the highest total in recent years. We are deeply 

grateful for your contributions. Any additional contributions to missions will be used to address the 

needs of our missions partners arising from the coronavirus and resulting economic dislocation. 

 

 Although not directly a missions project, the committee is excited about the formation of the 

new Racial Justice Group at the church and looks forward to working with this group should the 

opportunity arise. 

 

 Thanks be to God for guiding us through this difficult time and enabling us to continue to be 

his hands and feet in the world.  For more information about missions, contact Ann Hodges, 

ahodges@richmond.edu or 804-339-9440. 

           

 

 

 

 

mailto:ahodges@richmond.edu


8800 River Road 

Henrico VA 23229 

Phone: 804-740-7061 

Fax: 804-740-3367 

Preschool: 754-0227 

We’re on the  web at 

www.riverroadumc.org 

 

July 2020 

Open Arms Christian Preschool  

Camp Open Arms officially opened in June!  We 
have had a wonderful start to our Summer Camp 
welcoming 30 campers to OACP.  Our Summer 
Camp will continue through August with themes 
around Water & Ocean, Camping, Outdoor 
Adventures, Kindess and much more!  If you, your 
family, or friends have children ages 3 years – 5 
years that would like to join us, reach out to our 
Director, Nora Hamlet at 804-754-0227 or 
openarms@riverroadumc.org to ask about 
openings!   
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Zoom Offerings 
 

Sundays:  11:00 am  Contemporary Christian Sunday School Class 
 
Wednesdays: 12:00 pm    Zoom in for Prayer 
 
Thursdays: 11:00 am  Prayer & Praise Service 
 
Fridays: 10:00 am    Preschool Sunday School 
                10:45 am      K - 2nd grade Sunday School  
                 11:30 am     3rd - 5th grade Sunday School 
 

WAYS TO STAY CONNECTED! 
 


