
Your Affect and its Effect 

For we are what God has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Ephesians 2:10 

I saw it happen in real time. I was in a smaller local grocery store during 

the busiest time of the day. The line was building pushing back into the 

aisles when there started to be sighing and a few restless children. 

Someone’s purchase required the manager, another person took a long 

time to fill out the check to pay for the purchases. The mood was 

beginning to turn frustrated and impatient when one of the men in the line 

suddenly called out:  “Let’s hear it for the cashiers who are doing a great 

job during this busy time!” Everyone was shocked for a moment but then 

following his lead, we all started clapping. The environment in that 

instance changed, like a communal coming to our senses. We remembered 

that we had a choice, that our attitudes could make the next minutes 

difficult and diminishing to others OR we could inspire positivity and model 

dignity. Thanks to our anonymous leader, we made the right choice. This 

community encounter reminded me that our actions are contagious; they 

reach out to impact those around us. Our affect and actions can have a 

powerful effect.  

In our world today there are many off ramps into divisiveness and 

negativity, and into viewpoints that disconnect and diminish the worth of 

others. As followers of Jesus, we follow a different road. We are made to 

stand strong in mercy and humble in grace. God has made us (and re-

made us) to be about making the difference in the spaces and places we 

inhabit. And so this November, as the nation turns its attention to a time 

of gratitude, I challenge us all to be particularly intentional to the affect we 

offer and the effect that ensues. Perhaps too, we can be the anonymous 

leaders, the tangible reminders that we all have a choice about who we 

are because of who we follow.   

  

Peace in Christ,  

Pastor Darcey 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A10&version=ESV


WORSHIP: 

   November 7   Commitment & All Saints Sunday 

 

Worship will focus on a season of Thanksgiving and Gratitude 
 

   November 14   Rev. Craig Kocher 

 

   November 21   Rev. Darcey Johnson 

 

ADVENT: The Christmas Spirit 

 

   November 28  Light Into Darkness 
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November Birthdays 

November 1  November 3  November 4   November 5  November 6 

Chrisann Alexander Becky Yost  Dana Lang  Marge Stewart  Betty Simmons 

   Traci Craig  Kelley Kemp  Meredith Oubre 

      Alana Ritenour 
      

November 7  November 9  November 12 November 14 November 15 

Ethan Wilbur  Charlie Cunningham Terry Barrett  Emily Fuemmeler Lydia Morris 

   Hannah Gilliland John Reaves      

   Layton Barrett         
              

November 17 November 19 November 20 November 22 November 23 

Pat Atherholt  Dorian Dirom  Aimee Barrack  Sandy Jolley  Nancy Seese 

Jenna Potts  Edwin Barrack    Emma Benson  Ian Conner 

Thea Johnson         
               

November 24 November 25 November 28 November 29 November 30 

Marie Clarke  Carrie Francisco Sue Stenborg  Patty Hill  Jay Davis 

Patricia Mershon    Tom Bondurant    Christopher Hudson 

Ali Cunningham    Karen Moeller 

Ginnie Price     Lena Busscher 

Jimmy Banta 
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9:00am  Sunday mornings - The Contemporary Christian class is doing a study on Sermon on the Mount: 
A Beginner's Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven, by Amy-Jill Levine, Professor of New Testament and Jewish 
Studies at Vanderbilt University.  As you might surmise from her name Levine is Jewish, but her story is one 
that intertwines and intersects with Christianity.  The following interview gives you some flavor about 
her: https://uscatholic.org/articles/201209/a-jewish-take-on-jesus-amy-jill-levine-talks-the-gospels/ 

The book is available for $14.39+tax at Amazon and is a prime delivery option. https://www.amazon.com/gp/
product/1501899899/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o00_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1.  Also available as Kindle 
book for $9.99.   Contact Randy Reaves  (randalreaves@verizon.net)  to get a book from his porch, to get the 
Zoom link, or if have any questions. The class will begin meeting in person on November 7.  

10:00am  Sunday mornings - Rev. Drew Johnson is offering a class meeting in person. You may also               
attend this class via Zoom if you prefer.  The study is based on a book entitled  The Language of God: A scien-
tist presents evidence for belief by Frances Collins. 

Here is the link for Zoom   if that is your preferred way to meet.  Meeting ID and password: 

Meeting ID: 813 8606 8022 
Passcode: 308881 

Sunday evenings 5:30 - 7:00  a class meets via Zoom for a video/book study based on season 1 
of the popular streaming series "The Chosen". During the Zoom call you will be watching one episode of the 
program followed by discussion.  There is a study guide that has a chapter keyed to each episode. The study 
guide does a nice job of showing how the context of Old Testament story threads intertwine with the New  
Testament in intricate and profound ways.  The reading load is light, but offers thought provoking discussion 
questions. There are also references to other biblical passages for those of us that want to dig in just a little 
deeper on our own. 

The class will run from September 19 to November 21, allowing a week off on Halloween.   If you want to jump 
in on this class contact Bob Wilson (bobw23229@gmail.com) or Barb Abu-Jaber (babujaber@gmail.com) for 
the Zoom link and password, and info on getting a book. 

Things going on in Congregational Life  

If you have a college student and haven't yet sent their address to the church office, please do so!!  The                
Congregational Life Committee sends out small gifts of remembrance to them several times a year.  The first 
gift was just mailed out, but it's not too late to have the church let them know they are in our thoughts and 
prayers in the months to come.  Please send your student's name and mailing address to both Eva Booth
(eva@riverroadumc.org)  and  Jill Blouch  (jillblouch@gmail.com) 

Ways to engage at River Road UMC  

We are always on the lookout for people ready to engage in active ministry at River Road.  With the recent  
return to two services on Sunday mornings, we have a need for helpers.  The Lord gave each of us gifts and 
talents to SHARE with others.  If you feel led to help in any of these areas, please contact Desda White for 
more information  (desda@riverroadumc.org).  You decide how often you'd like to offer your talents.  

 Tech help on Sunday mornings during Sunday School and worship hours  

 Nursery worker for Sunday mornings 

 Children's Church (meeting during worship services on the playground until further notice) 

 Youth ministry helper on Sunday evenings 

 Choir members - both for Contemporary and Traditional services 

 Greeters, ushers, and liturgy readers for worship services  

 Care ministry—sending cards, prayers, meals, and now flamingos to those in need!  
 

SMALL GROUPS 

https://uscatholic.org/articles/201209/a-jewish-take-on-jesus-amy-jill-levine-talks-the-gospels/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1501899899/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o00_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1501899899/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o00_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
mailto:randalreaves@verizon.net
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=The+Language+of+God%3A+A+scientist+presents+evidence+for+belief+by+Frances+Collins&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=The+Language+of+God%3A+A+scientist+presents+evidence+for+belief+by+Frances+Collins&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://st-catherines-org.zoom.us/j/81386068022?pwd=RTNNR1RoZnhVR0RhUzFLUmd5ZkQ2QT09
mailto:bobw23229@gmail.com
mailto:babujaber@gmail.com
mailto:eva@riverroadumc.org
mailto:jillblouch@gmail.com
mailto:desda@riverroadumc.org


                       

Please be in prayer as we are actively searching for our new youth minister.  

We will be offering Youth Sunday School at the 10:00am Discipleship hour in the 

Youth Basement. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

News from Creation Care: Things to be thankful for, to be concerned about, or to do. First, things to 

be thankful for: 1) "More Than 30 Countries Join U.S. Pledge to Slash Methane Emissions" (NYT, 

10/12/21, p. A12); 2) The mining tycoon Andrew Forrest wants to lead a climate change revolution,  

His company “would zero out its own carbon emissions and become a renewable energy power-

house" (NYT, 10/16/21, p. B1); 3) Singapore has developed a (comprehensive) system to essentially 

collect ALL trash/waste and incinerate it daily with the technology to so thoroughly filter its emis-

sions as to render them not only non-toxic but cleaner than the surrounding air; and 4) "Chesterfield 

County Planning Commission green lighted a new biogas processing facility that would capture the 

methane gas released by the (nearby) landfill and turn it into renewable gas...eliminating its toxic, 

foul-smelling vapors” (Chesterfield Observer, 9/29/21, p. 1);  
 

Some key concerns:  1) The world's four heaviest emitters of methane (China, India, Russia and Bra-

zil) declined to sign on to the U.S. pledge (see above) to slash methane emissions (NYT, 10/12/21, p. 

A12); 2) Doubts are growing that plant-based foods (e.g. Beyond Meat) are (as they claim) contribut-

ing to a more sustainable world....One investor tracking firm gives Beyond Meat a zero when it 

comes to sustainability measures" (NYT, 10/18/21, p. B1); 3) "The ivory-billed woodpecker, which 

birders have been seeking in the bayous of Arkansas, is gone forever....It comes amid a worsening 

global biodiversity and crisis that threatens a million species with extinction" (NYT, 9/29/21, p. A17); 

and 4) "[T]he U.S. generated more plastic trash than any other country - 46.3 million tons of it....297 

pounds per person in a single year....and..the truth is that only a fraction of plastic is actually                         

recycled....the only way to stem the rising tide is to use less of it” (Consumer Reports, 10/21, pp. 42-

49); and, of course:  
  

Things we can do include: 1) Speaking up, advocating and voting for creation care;  

2) Reducing our consumption of plastics by: a) Bringing our own reusable bags and refusing (single-

use) plastic ones; b) Bringing our own empty containers to restaurants for leftovers; c) Carrying and 

using reusable coffee cups and water bottles; d) Replacing the use of plastic wrap for storing leftovers 

with (reusable) stretchy silicone covers; e) Avoiding buying products packaged in plastic, disposable 

plastic razors, synthetic sponges and (plastic) trash bags; 3) Embracing the 7 R's of "shrinking your 

personal footprint": Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, Repair, Rent (or borrow), Recycle & Rot; and 4) Joining 

and supporting the Chesapeake Bay Foundation and a host of other non-partisan nonprofits working 

daily to create a more sustainable world (e.g. The Nature Conservancy; Greenpeace; EDF; Ducks 

Unlimited; Sierra Club; Audubon Society; WWF; etc.); Amen....Respectfully submitted, Michael j 

Wriston, Chair, Earth Advocacy Committee, RRUMC  
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YOUTH - REVOLVE 

CREATION CARE 



 

Join us Sunday mornings for outdoor Children’s Church! Parents, you have the option to            
worship as a family or children may join us for Children’s Church outdoors at 9:00am and 

11:00am  (mask encouraged).  

For each hour of our Sunday Morning worship (9am, 10am and 11am) we will have a short            
lesson in our courtyard, socially distanced, including coloring pages or a craft.  After our                

lesson we head to the playground where you can pick up your children after service or your 
Sunday School class. 

We continue to monitor shifts and changes during these times and encourage you to reach out 
with any questions or concerns you have!        

Upcoming Events For November:  

      Advent Wreath making for families:  November 28th  

Meet us in the courtyard at 10am for an Advent Wreath Making event 

If you are unable to make a wreath with us, we will also have pre-made wreaths for you and 
your family to pick up during that time. 

Discipleship For November:  

For the next 9 weeks we’ll be studying the “Fruit of the Spirit”.  “ These traits are called the 
“fruit of the spirit” because just as fruit grows from a healthy tree that is planted in good soil 
and watered regularly, these nine character traits grow in our hearts when we stay connected 

to Jesus and let His Spirit guide our lives.” 

Week 4- Patience Ephesians 4:2 

Week 5- Kindness 2 Corinthians 6:6 

Week 6- Goodness Philippians 4:8 

Week 7- Faithfulness 1 Samuel 12:24 

Week 8- Gentleness Philippians 4:5 

Week 9- Self Control 2 Timothy 1:7 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
November 2021 



                     Page 6 Connections Women In Ministry 

FRANCES ALLEN/ALICE WEED CIRCLE: 

You are invited to the Francis Allen/Alice Weed Circle meeting on November 

9th at 10:00 AM in the Activity Room for a wonderful and spiritual program on 

"Peace" by Marcia Diamond. Jill Gaynor will of UMFS will also be speaking. We 

will also be collecting food for the HEARTH of Henrico's annual                  

Thanksgiving Food Box drive. (HEARTH stands for Henrico Emergency                    

Assistance to Reduce Threat of Homelessness.) Come join us for fun and                 

fellowship while continuing to help women and children in need . 

BOOK CLUB 

Our November book is The Fault in Our Stars by John Green.   
Our December book is Silent Patient by Alex Michaelides. 
The meetings will be the first Monday (note the change) of each month. November 1 is our next  
meeting.  We will meet at my house, 7PM.   

If anyone is interested, contact Ann York, annyorkak@gmail.com and you will be put on the mailing 
list.  I will sent out notifications of the meetings to everyone on my list. 

 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN FUNDRAISING PROJECT 

District UMW Pecan Sale to Benefit Wesley Community Service Center 
The Wesley Community Service Center operates and provides a multitude of programs aimed at  
empowering the powerless and poor through Christian based services which improve the quality of life 
and human dignity and worth, supported by the love of God.  Their outreach is to Portsmouth's  
Southside communities.  They offer tutoring grades 2-12 (including virtual tutoring), a GED program, 
Food Distribution, community clothes closet, computer training, free fitness classes, and many other 
resources.  The Richmond District UMW annually supports their pecan sale to help raise financial  
support.   This year River Road's UMW is participating and has started taking orders!  The pecans are  
being harvested right now and so will be fresh and extra delicious!  They sell for $11 for a one pound 
bag.  They will be shipped to Richmond in November, arriving before Thanksgiving.  If you would like 
to order, please text or call (804) 305-5423 (Charlotte Allred) to reserve your bag(s).  We'll notify you 
when they arrive and you can pay for them when you pick them up. Thanks in advance for your  
support.  
 

UMFS: MAKING CHRISTMAS CRAFTS AND CAROLING 
 Wednesday, December 8th 

 
Help us bring the Christmas spirit to teenage girls at UMFS.  You are invited to join us on December 
8th when we will be helping approximately 15 teenagers make and wrap a present, sing Christmas  
carols, and enjoy Christmas cookies.  We will guide them in making a gift they can give to someone 
special to share God's love.  We will carpool from church at 6:15 PM and will be returning to church 
around 9:00 PM.  If you have signed up and wish to drive there yourself, please be there by 6:45 
PM.  The UMFS campus is located at 3900 West Broad St., Richmond, VA 23230.  Everyone over 18 is 
welcome!  Due to COVID precautions, UMFS is allowing us to do this activity only, requiring us to be 
vaccinated and remain masked during the event, the same as their staff requirements.  If you are  
interested please RSVP to Joan Peterson (804)551-3450 or Charlotte Allred (804)305-5423.  We 
would love to have you join us! 
 
 
 

mailto:annyorkak@gmail.com
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HEARTH OF HENRICO THANKSGIVING BOXES 
(Henrico Emergency Assistance to Reduce Threat of Homelessness) 
 
This project provides food for the Thanksgiving holiday to needy families receiving services through the 
Henrico Department of Social Services. Faith communities, community organizations and individuals 
prepare food boxes for families to be distributed on the Saturday before Thanksgiving. RRUMC has 
participated in this mission project for many years. 

These food boxes provide a Thanksgiving meal that many families would not be able to have otherwise. 

A shopping list with suggested non-perishable groceries for a Thanksgiving box will be available at the 
church keypad entrance or can be requested from Eva in the church office. 

Groceries are to be left in Classroom 206 beside the Library during hours the church is open. The 
deadline for dropping off groceries is Sunday, November 14th.  A team will pack the individual boxes. 

Contact the church office (804-740-7061) or Jane Boaz (804-740-9513; jcboaz@hotmail.com) if you have 
any questions. 

 

HOLIDAY MISSIONS 

In addition to the Hearth of Henrico Thanksgiving boxes, we will be participating again in Angel Tree, 
providing Christmas gifts to children of incarcerated parents. We will also be collecting Gifts for the 
Manger to share the joy of the season with organizations that do important work in our community.  We 
hope you will consider not only gifts for your family but also gifts to support those in need in the spirit of 
Christ. 

In addition, AlterNatives will be offering a holiday sale of gift items to support the Highland Support 
Project.  The organization, founded by our own Ben and Lupe Blevins, provides support for indigenous 
people in Guatemala, fostering and agency and empowering the people. 

Watch for more information with details about these holiday missions. 

 

FOOD PANTRIES 

Thanks for your continued support of the food pantries and Safe Harbor with your generous donations. 
Most-needed items remain peanut butter and jelly; spaghetti noodles; canned fruit and vegetables; 
canned soups and beans; canned chicken and tuna; ravioli/spaghettios; boxed cereal;  bags of pinto and 
black beans; 15 oz canned tomato sauce or 24 oz (approximately) pasta sauce; non-refrigerated microwave 
meals; and diapers and wipes. Standard sizes are appreciated for packing purposes and no glass 
containers.  

 

Thanks be to God for leading us to love our neighbors.  For more missions information, contact Ann 
Hodges, ahodges@richmond.edu or 804-339-9440. 
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8800 River Road 

Henrico VA 23229 

Phone: 804-740-7061 

Fax: 804-740-3367 

Preschool: 754-0227 

We’re on the  web at 

www.riverroadumc.org 

 

November 2021 

Open Arms Christian Preschool  

October and November are full of FALL beauty!  The children have been 
engaged in Fall explorations, learning about God’s wonder with the 

changes in the weather.  
We had a Pumpkin Patch 
and Petting Zoo come to 
OACP and visit the children 
in October.  The children 
had so much fun with all 
the animals and fun 
activities!   

 

Our Preschool is currently 
fully enrolled for the 2021-2022 school year, but we are taking 
applications for the 2022-2023 school year.  If you have a child (or know 
a family that has a child) that is interested in our program please have 
them reach out to Nora Hamlet at 804-754-0227 or email at 
openarms@riverroadumc.org!  We are also hiring Substitute Teachers for 
the 2021-2022 School Year.  Substitute Teachers do not need experience 
and have very flexible schedules based on needs for substitutes in 
classrooms!  If you, or anyone you know, is interested in being part of this 
extraordinary ministry at RRUMC please reach out!   

 

 

 

Artic
les for th

e  

December 2
021  

Connectio
ns are due 

 November 1
7, 2021. 

Join Us For Advent: The Christmas Spirit 

Nov. 28 Light Into Darkness 

Dec. 5 How to Live In Hope 

Dec. 12 How to Live In Peace 

Dec. 19 How to Live In Joy 

Dec. 24 How to Live in Love 

On Christmas Eve, we will have 2 services: 

4:00pm—Contemporary Service 

7:00pm—Traditional Service 

 

mailto:openarms@riverroadumc.org

