
The Christmas Spirit:  
Learning to Live in Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light those who lived in a land of 

deep darkness, on them light has shined. Isaiah 9:2 

It was last week. We were driving through southside and then west end 
neighborhoods when our middle daughter would cry out, “there is one!”  “Did 
you see that?” She was referring to Christmas lights hanging from banisters on 
apartment homes and draped from doorways and in front yard trees. We were 
both delighted and reserved, since it is after all ‘so early’ in our family culture for 
seasonal illumination. We have a family “rule” that we wait for nativity wattage 
until the day after Thanksgiving.  

Why do you think people are putting lights up so early?” she asked. “Hmmm, 
what do you think?” I asked in an expert parental pivot. “I think people want joy 
and they want the beauty of the season” she said. “I could not agree more” I 
said. People do want joy and they want the beauty that the season of light into 
the darkness offers. We crave a deep joy and a beauty of being. 

The church recognizes this desire. This is why we designate four weeks leading 
up to the birth of Christ called Advent. During the darkest time of the year, in 
worship and our church life together, we recognize our need for God, the ways in 
which we choose to walk in the shadows, and then move more fully towards the 
light–living in our truth in the light of God’s.  

This Advent, our theme will be The Christmas Spirit, learning to live in hope, 
peace, joy, and love. Each week, beginning on November 28th, we will take a 
deeper dive into what it means to live in the illuminating reality of the love of 
Jesus. This means learning to practice hope, though at times the world we live in 
seems bleak and foreboding. Advent means learning to live in peace in the face 
of an often divisive and raging culture. Advent means committing ourselves to 
God’s joy rather than settling for a fleeting happiness based upon our own 
desires. Ultimately, Advent is a time to remember that choosing love and 
sacrifice is the way of Jesus and it can be our way too.  

The prophet Isaiah reminds us of the power of choosing the way of hope, peace, 
joy, and love. He calls it a great light, a light that shines no matter where or how 
we are; this ray finds us. This is the hope of the Advent season. If we follow the 
Christmas Spirit, it will lead us more fully in the ways of hope, peace, joy, and 
love. It will lead us more into the ways of Jesus and this is an illumination of 
living to which nothing else can hold a candle.  

Looking forward to living in the Light, 

P. Darcey 
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WORSHIP: 

ADVENT: The Christmas Spirit 
 

     December 5  Peace 
   

     December 12  Joy 
 

     December 19  Love 
 

     December 24  Christ    

Join us for worship on Christmas Eve. We will have 2 services. 
 

4:00pm Contemporary Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

7:00pm Traditional Worship with Holy Communion in the Sanctuary 

Connections 

December Birthdays  

 

December 1  December 2  December 7   December 8  December 12 

Debbe Harless  Ed Flippen  Mac Dirom  Sally Beth Reaves Virginia Ritenour 

Angela Messer  Saja Alexander     
      

December 15 December 16 December 17 December 18 December 19 

Diana Hudson  Linda Bartlett  Julie Lewis  Milton Franklin Zachary King  

   Karen Willis     Jill Snead    
              

December 21 December 22 December 24 December 26 December 27  

Brenda Anderson David Stuckey  Tom Traylor  Bob Sledd  Teddy Cunningham 

Jeff Williams     A.C. Little  Joy Moretti   

Abby Craig     Andrew Markey   
               

December 28 December 30 December 31  

Bob Sadler  Martha Narron Susie Rothenberg   

Donna Johnson Jun Chang  Brenda Kleinholz    
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10:00am  Sunday mornings - The Contemporary Christian class is meeting in person on 
Sundays at 10:00am.   

Beginning November 28, they will be studying The Heart That Grew Three Sizes, by Matt 
Rawle. This is an Advent study based on the themes found in the story of The Grinch. 

 

Ways to engage at River Road UMC  

We are always on the lookout for people ready to engage in active ministry at River 

Road.  We are in need of volunteers.  The Lord gave each of us gifts and talents to SHARE 

with others.  If you feel led to help in any of these areas, please contact Lori Alford, our new 

Director of Engagement Ministries (engagement@riverroadumc.org).  You decide how often 

you'd like to offer your talents.  

 Tech help on Sunday mornings during Sunday School and worship hours  

 Nursery worker for Sunday mornings 

 Children's Church Youth ministry helper on Sunday evenings 

 Choir members—both Chancel and Carillon 

 Greeters, ushers, and liturgy readers for worship services  

 Care ministry—sending cards, prayers, meals, and now flamingos to those in need!  

 

 
Meet Lori Alford, our new Director of Engagement Ministries! 

Lori Alford was raised in Goochland County and earned her  

bachelor’s degree in Health and Physical Education from Virginia Commonwealth Univer-

sity. She has served in  

full-time ministry for the last sixteen years and is currently 

pursuing a Master of Divinity degree at Fuller Theological 

Seminary. Lori’s gifts are teaching and administration, and 

she is passionate about helping people of all ages become 

engaged in worship, discipleship,  fellowship, and  

service. Lori has two young-adult children, Grace and 

James, and a son-in-law, Tyler. In her free time, she enjoys 

reading, playing guitar, watching VCU basketball, cooking, 

and traveling. 
 

 

 
  
 

 

 

WAYS TO ENGAGE 

mailto:engagement@riverroadumc.org
mailto:desda@riverroadumc.org


                       

Meet the new Director of Student and Adult Discipleship! Mr. Tom York! 

With a father in the Army, Tom York was raised all over the country and earned 
an engineering degree from the US Naval Academy.  After serving  as a surface 
warfare officer in the Navy, Tom and his wife Mary moved to Henrico County in 
1997 where they began attending River Road United Methodist Church.   After a 
twenty year career in financial technology, Tom now works with emerging 
startup companies.   Tom’s gifts are leadership and innovation, and he is passionate about the                  
impact of the Holy Spirit working within the local church to enrich the lives of our youth and the 
congregation.  Tom and Mary have three grown children, Elizabeth, Will and Sarah - all graduates of 
Open Arms Christian Preschool.  During his free time, Tom enjoys golf, skiing, watching football and 
raising chickens. 

 

 

Things to be thankful for, to be concerned about or to do. First, things to be thankful for: 1) "Diplomats 
from nearly 200 countries struck a major agreement at intensifying global efforts to fight climate 
change" (NYT, 11/14, p. 1); 2) "Virginia is well-positioned to be the U.S. offshore wind hub, thanks to                
Dominion Energy's Coastal Virginia Offshore Wind project" (RTD, 11/13, p. A17); 3) "So, imagine if every 
box Amazon shipped could be reused.....again and again....No plastic. All cardboard. Sustainable....a              
simple yet unique box design called P2 Packaging...is saving the auto industry millions" (RTD, Metro 
Business, 10/25, p. D9); 4)  (here in Richmond) "Grenova, which stands for Green Innovation...[which] 
cuts waste, pollution, costs in labs worldwide...has moved into a new phase of development. . . . 
Grenova's goal from the start has been to reduce the billions of pounds of plastic pipettes tips that are 
discarded after one use. . . to help labs further reduce plastic waste" (RTD, Metro Business, 11/15, p. 
D10); 5) "In Iceland, They're Capturing Carbon Emissions and Turning Them Into Rock....Orca, the 
world's biggest commercial direct air capture (DAC) device" (NYT, 11/8, p. B6); and 6) "Global Leaders 
Pledge to Eliminate Deforestation by 2030" (NYT, 11/3, p. A9)   

Key concerns include:  1) Despite significant progress at Glasgow (above), "The new deal will not, on its 
own solve global warming. . . .Its success or failure will hinge on whether or not world leaders now follow 
through" (ibid); (2) As Thomas Friedman observed, "So Are We Doomed? No, but now would be a 
good time to star praying. Pray that technology plus artificial intelligence can close the gap between what 
today's Homo sapiens are actually willing to do. . .and what is actually needed. And pray that Homo 
sapiens. . .understand that preserving our future will require some pain" (NYT, 11/10, p. A21); and 3) 
"Extinctions Imperil the Planet's Biodiversity. . . .The extinction of plants and animals is accelerating. . . .  
Bugs on our windshields are no longer a summer thing as insect populations plummet. Nearly three                  
billion birds have been lost in North America. . . [and]there are no technological fixes. And [there are] no 
cost-effective replacement for natural systems like wetlands. . . . Climate change and biodiversity loss are 
locked together in a cycle of destruction that must be dealt with in tandem" (NYT, 10/4, p. A21); and, of 
course:  

         Things we can do include: 1) Speaking up, advocating and voting for creation care (not only at the 
ballot box but by what we buy and how we spend); 2) Reducing our consumption and footprint by                   
considering, "The Joy of Buying Nothing New for the Holidays....This is not about being a Grinch...It's 
about breaking out of a consumer mind-set that demands we constantly buy things - things that we must 
then care for and eventually dispose of. Every purchase puts into motion a global chain of events; (NYT, 
11/8, p. A19); 3) Embracing the 7 R's of "shrinking your personal footprint": Refuse, Reduce, Reuse,                
Repair, Rent (or borrow), Recycle & Rot; and 4) Joining and supporting the Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
and a host of other non-partisan nonprofits working daily to create a more sustainable world (e.g. The 
Nature Conservancy; Greenpeace; EDF; Ducks Unlimited; Sierra Club; Audubon Society; WWF, 
etc.); Amen....Respectfully submitted, Michael j Wriston, Chair, Earth Advocacy Committee, RRUMC   
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YOUTH - REVOLVE 

CREATION CARE 



 

Schedule at RRUMC 

Online service at 9am  

Sunday School Classes at 10am 

Blended Worship in the Sanctuary at 11am (live streamed) 

Children’s Church at 11am will have a socially distanced Sunday school 
lesson in our courtyard or the Fellowship Hall (weather dependent).   

After our lesson we head to the playground where you can pick up your 
children after service or your Sunday School class. 

We continue to monitor shifts and changes during these times and                     
encourage you to reach out with any questions or concerns you have!        

Upcoming Events For December:  

12/1- Bethlehem walk at Salem Baptist  Church @ 5:30 PM 

12/12- S’mores Caroling at RRUMC @ 5:30 PM 

12/20- Lewis Ginter Garden Festival of Lights @5:45 PM 

                                                 

Discipleship For December:  

This season of Advent we will focus on learning to live in HOPE, JOY, 
PEACE, & LOVE! 
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FRANCES ALLEN/ALICE WEED CIRCLE: 

 

The Francis Allen/Alice Weed Circle will meet on Tuesday, December 14th at 

10:00AM in the Activities room. Nancy Kuehl will be doing a wonderful  

program on Christmas, followed by sharing highlights of our favorite  

Christmas past with Christmas cookies and tea. If you have pictures, please 

share them with us. Join us for a fun time of fellowship and inspiration.  

 

BOOK CLUB: 

 

Book Club meets First Monday of the month.  December 6 is our next meeting and we will discuss The 

Silent Patient by Alex Michaelides.  We meet at 7PM at Ann York’s home.  If you care to join us and 

meet fellow book lovers, let Ann know and you will be included on our email list to keep you informed.  

Everyone is welcome.  The January  3 book is Signs by Laura Lynne Jackson.  February we hope to  

discuss Cloud Cuckoo Land by John Doerr. 

 

If anyone is interested, contact Ann York, annyorkak@gmail.com and you will be put on the mailing 

list.  I will sent out notifications of the meetings to everyone on my list. 

 

UMW RICHMOND DISTRICT ADVENT SERVICE, DECEMBER 4TH: 

 

Carpool with us to go to the UMW District Advent Service on December 4th at Beulah UMC. We’ll 

leave our church parking lot at 9:30AM. If you would like to join us, please let Joan Peterson know at 

804-551-3450. The UMW Richmond District does a wonderful Advent Service every year to start off 

the Christmas season. If you would like to go directly to the Advent Service, registration starts at 

10:00AM and the service runs from 10:30-11:30AM. Beulah UMC is located at 6930 Hopkins Road, 

North Chesterfield, VA 23234. The speaker will be Dr. Hyo Lee, UMC District Superintendent. 

 

CHRISTMAS CRAFT NIGHT AT UMFS, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8TH: 

 

We have a few spots open if anyone else (over 18) would like to join us to help the teens at UMFS make 

a craft and share the Christmas spirit with singing carols and eating Christmas cookies. If you are  

interested please let Charlotte Allred know at 804-305-5423. We will carpool from the church at 

6:30pm on December 8th. Or you can meet us at UMFS by 6:45pm by driving directly to UMFS. 

Please call Charlotte for more information and directions. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:annyorkak@gmail.com
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GIFTS FOR THE MANGER 

As you select gifts for your loved ones, don’t forget to make gifts in honor or in memory of those important 
people in your life and make a difference for others in honor of Christ’s birth. This year the committee chose 
three crucial missions for support: 1) Open Table builds relationships between members of the faith 
community and those experiencing economic or relational poverty.  Your gifts will support our current 
tables and build funds for future tables.  2) Housing Families First assists families facing homelessness.  We 
are supporting this mission in memory of Jane Bren, who helped found the organization and was a long and 
dedicated member of the missions committee. 3) UMFS is an unwavering champion for children and 
families, which has a long standing connection to the United Methodist Church.  UMFS operates the Child 
and Family Healing Center, a residential facility for youth dealing with mental, emotional, social and 
behavioral challenges and Charterhouse School, for children who struggle in a traditional school setting.  It 
also offers Treatment Foster Care and adoption, providing all services using trauma-informed care and 
working with the entire family. 

Gifts for the Manger goes live on December 4 and gifts may be made online or in-person. 

ANGEL TREE 

Angel Tree signups will be out soon. Watch for an email with a signup genius to choose one or more 
angels. Show some Christian love to a child with an incarcerated parent by providing a gift from that parent 
for Christmas. There will be monetary donation options as well.  We have taken on additional children this 
year so we encourage members to help us make Christmas real for these children. 

HEARTH OF HENRICO THANKSGIVING BOXES 

With your help, we collected 43 boxes filled with Thanksgiving meals for those in our Henrico community 
who are financially challenged and suffer food insecurity. We appreciate Jane Boaz’s leadership for this 
mission.  “For I was hungry and you fed me. . . .”  Matthew 25:35.  You made Thanksgiving happier for our 
neighbors. 

RETURN TO IN-PERSON MISSIONS 

This fall we have made a cautious return to in-person service, taking the necessary precautions to protect 
our members and those we are helping from the risks associated with Covid-19.  In October, we sent a small 
but talented missions team to Appalachia to work with the Appalachia Service Project to make homes 
warmer, safer and drier before winter.  We are grateful to Jim Banta for his leadership of mission trips and 
to Jeff Williams for leading this year’s team. In November, a team from RRUMC joined Schnabel 
Engineering to perform outside repair work on a home in the Oak Grove-Bellemeade neighborhood during 
Rebuilding Together’s Fall Fix-Up Day.  Thanks to Randy Reaves for leading this mission, to Steve 
King for serving once again as team captain and to Ellen Reaves and Donna Johnson who provided food for 
the workers. We are grateful for the support of Steve King’s company, Technical Foundations, for this 
mission. 

FOOD PANTRIES 

Need for food at the food pantries and Safe Harbor is greater than ever during the holiday season.  As you 
support our holiday missions, don’t forget your generous food donations. Most-needed items remain 
peanut butter and jelly; spaghetti noodles; canned fruit and vegetables; canned soups and beans; canned 
chicken and tuna; ravioli/spaghettios; boxed cereal;  bags of pinto and black beans; 15 oz canned tomato 
sauce or 24 oz (approximately) pasta sauce; non-refrigerated microwave meals; and diapers and wipes. 
Standard sizes are appreciated for packing purposes and no glass containers.  Tony and Jean Barnette 
continue their dedicated service to the food pantry mission. 

Thanks be to God for leading us to love our neighbors.  For more missions information, contact Ann 
Hodges, ahodges@richmond.edu or 804-339-9440. 

mailto:ahodges@richmond.edu


8800 River Road 

Henrico VA 23229 

Phone: 804-740-7061 

Fax: 804-740-3367 

Preschool: 754-0227 

We’re on the  web at 

www.riverroadumc.org 

 

December 2021 

Open Arms Christian Preschool  

Grateful, Thankful, and Blessed are we!  At OACP we shared our blessings 
by having a canned food drive in November to  help provide for the 

Ginter Park Food Pantry.  The children and 
families all worked together to donate many, 
many cans  and boxes of food to share with 
those less fortunate.  We had a wonderful 
time all working together to give back!     

In December we are preparing for our annual 
Christmas Performance where the children 
will perform “The Christmas Story”.  All the 
children will be practicing and getting ready 
to show their singing skills when they 
perform on December 15th.   

Our program is currently full for the 2021-
2022 school year, but we are taking families 

on our waitlist for the 2022-2023 school year.  If you, or your family or 
friends are interested in our program please have them reach out to Nora 
Hamlet, 804-754-0227 openarms@riverroadumc.org for more 
information.   
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STAFF LOVE OFFERING 

During Advent and Christmas, we often reflect on the people and 
special moments of the year that we are grateful for or especially 
appreciate.  Many of these special moments happened through the 
ministries of our dedicated and hard working River Road UMC 
staff, who inspire, empower, and equip us all to Love People to Life. 

One way to express our appreciation and gratitude is to participate 
in the annual Staff Love Offering in December.  If you would like to 
participate, please make your check payable to River Road UMC 
and note Staff Love Offering on the memo line.  You can place your 
check or cash gift in an envelope marked Staff Love Offering in the 
collection plate or drop it at the church office through the end of 
the year. 

Thank you for your kind and  
generous support for our staff! 
Staff Parish Relations Committee 

 

mailto:openarms@riverroadumc.org

