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SAY YES! The Power of Generosity
Stewardship Season 2022
Give, and it will given to you…Luke 6:38
When our older crop of girls were younger I remember them calling November
“the thank you month.” This title was bestowed since we saw the days leading up to the
Thanksgiving holiday as a time to try and take stock and notice all the things we had
been given and that which had been provided to us and most importantly, to recognize
who it was we had to thank. Well church, we are moving into “the thank you month!”
This year our stewardship season will occur during the first three weeks in November. As
you may know, stewardship is the time when we as a congregation remember that we
exist to become disciples and make disciples for Christ (Matthew 28:19-20). Here at River
Road UMC we say it like this–we exist to “love people to life.” One outcome of disciple
becoming and making is giving of our time, capacities, and our resources to further the
kingdom.
This stewardship season our theme is SAY YES! The Power of Generosity!
The first week, on Nov. 6th, will also be All Saints Day and we will thank God for the ways
the relationships in and through this church have made real the love of Christ. The next
Sunday we will focus on the ways in which lives are being transformed through God at
work through RRUMC, whether it is funds given to hurricane relief, youth who are being
formed in the faith through small groups, worship that feeds the soul, or food for Safe
Harbor that works to support people moving out of domestic violence situations. And
then on November 20th, we will have ONE UNITED WORSHIP SERVICE at 11 in
the SANCTUARY. At this service, you will be invited to provide your Estimate of
Giving Card – which is the amount you and your family (whether it is a family of one or
more) believe God is calling you to give financially in 2023. This will be the apex of this
“thank you month,” where we praise God for fueling us as a congregation and keeping us
moving forward with the kingdom!
You will be receiving a letter from the Stewardship Team highlighting in more
depth where our church is financially and the particulars of needs at this time. However, I
would like to reiterate two points. First, in 2021, church leadership made strategic staff
decisions that created a full-time Director of Engagement Ministries (Lori’s position) and a
30 hour a week Director of Youth and Adult Discipleship (Tom’s position). We have
already seen positive and gospel outcomes from these prayerful staffing decisions,
adding to an already effective staff team! We currently have an amazing staff and as you
know, in order to sustain and retain we need your support. Secondly, the budget
allocated to our property and grounds needs continue to increase. With our building
aging and material costs increasing, it takes more in order to steward our property well.
And we remember that the building is not an end into itself. The building is a means of
powerful ministry and is used throughout the week for all church events, the Open Arms
Christian preschool that serves over 50 children year round, and numerous community
and support groups.
As you prayerfully decide what God is asking you to give for 2023, we ask that
you hold these needs in consideration. We ask as we enter into “the thank you month”
together, that you identify the things you thank God for about your church community.
One way to respond is for us, together, to SAY YES! And join in with Christ’s power of
generosity.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Darcey
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WORSHIP:
November 7

Say Yes! The Power of Generosity
All Saints Sunday

November 13

Say Yes! The Power of Generosity

November 20

Say Yes! The Power of Generosity
Commitment Sunday
One service at 11am

ADVENT: REEL TO REAL
November 27

A Christmas Carol

November Birthdays
November 1
Chrisann Alexander

November 3
Becky Yost
Traci Craig

November 7
Ethan Wilbur

November 4
Dana Lang
Kelley Kemp
Alana Ritenour

November 5
Marge Stewart
Meredith Oubre

November 6
Betty Simmons

November 9
November 12
Charlie Cunningham Terry Barrett
Hannah Gilliland
John Reaves
Layton Barrett

November 14
Emily Fuemmeler

November 15
Lydia Morris

November 17
Pat Atherholt
Jenna Potts
Thea Johnson

November 19
Dorian Dirom
Edwin Barrack

November 20
Aimee Barrack

November 22
Sandy Jolley
Emma Benson

November 23
Nancy Seese
Ian Conner

November 24
Marie Clarke
Patricia Mershon
Ali Cunningham
Ginnie Price
Jimmy Banta

November 25
Carrie Francisco

November 28
Sue Stenborg
Tom Bondurant
Karen Moeller
Lena Busscher

November 29
Patty Hill

November 30
Jay Davis
Christopher Hudson

November 2022
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Advent Wreath Making – Sunday, November 27th at 10:00am

To help you and your family prepare for Christmas, we will be making Advent wreaths for
you to enjoy at home. This is an intergenerational event, and everyone is invited to
participate. All materials will be provided.
Please sign up using this form or by contacting the church office: Advent Wreath Sign Up

River of Lifers
All adults ages 50+ are invited!
Join us for lunch and some holiday fun at our Friendsgiving with a Christmas Twist!

For more information or to RSVP, contact Lori at 740-7061 or
engagement@riverroadumc.org

YOUTH
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Youth Group is meeting every 2nd and 4th Sunday nights and we continue our fall missional focus at River
Road UMC! Stay connected on the ‘River Road Youth’ page on our church app or follow ‘River Road Youth’
on Instagram.
Thanks to
Izzy, Katie
and Grace
for pulling
together a
meal for
Safe
Harbor
Shelter.

Blankets made and tested on our beanbag,
for the Prayer Blanket Ministry.

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Our Adult Discipleship groups are always welcoming new members! These are opportunities to continue
to grow in our faith through biblical study, conversations and connections. Here is a current listing of
small group studies happening within our church. Questions? Reach out to Tom York or the group leader
to learn more.
Group

Meeting

Location

Leader

Currently Studying

Contemporary
Christian

Sundays at
10:00

Rm 205/207

Randy Reaves

Book: “Jesus Revealed”

Faith Learning Group

Sundays at
10:00

Rm 202

Dave Johnson

Book: Light of the World: Advent for Beginners

Adult Bible Study

Sundays at
10:00

Rm 206

Jon Francisco

UMC Weekly Adult Bible Study
- Fall

Racial Justice Group

2nd and 4th
Sundays at 6:00

Zoom

Jaimey Honea

Monday Bible Study

Mondays at
10:00

Rm 205/207

Lori Alford

Gospel of Mark

Women’s Community
Bible Study

Tuesdays at 7:00

201-211

Mary Cirillo

Curricula online at
www.communitybiblestudy.org

New Life Group

Thursday at 6:30

Parsonage

Rev. Darcey
Johnson

Philippians, New Testament

Have a calling for a new small Group at River Road UMC? Talk to Tom and we will work to get it going!
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

November 2022

Join us Sunday mornings!
River Road Kids Discipleship Hour will be at 10 AM in the Sunday School wing and Children’s
Church will be held at the 9 & 11 AM worship services in the Sunday School wing.
Preschool Discipleship for November:
Sometimes we get so excited about the gift that we forget to remember the giver. So, this month we
will take some time to look around at the wonderful gifts God has given us and teach our
preschoolers that God is good!
We want our preschoolers to know that all of the good things they see in the world are good gifts
from a very good God Who loves them. And we can say “thank you, God!” Everywhere we look we see
good gifts that God has given us, like friends and family, people who help us, and yummy food. . . like
donuts! But DONUT forget to thank God because God is good!
K-5 Discipleship for November:
As we continue our journey through God’s Big Story, we take a closer look at the lives of significant
people in the Jewish Scriptures: Joshua and Caleb, David, Daniel, and Esther. Each of them trusted
God and found courage to face difficult circumstances. They also represent major time periods in
Israel’s history—from entering the land of Canaan, the United Kingdom, and Exile.
Like these people we read about in the Old Testament, God may ask us to take a risk or do something
we might not feel prepared to do. But God will also give us the courage we need to face that
challenge. We can also look to Jesus. He faced the biggest challenge of all: death on the cross. Still,
He chose to be brave and follow God’s plan.

Connections
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FRANCES ALLEN/ALICE WEED CIRCLE:
You are invited to the Francis Allen/Alice Weed Circle meeting on
November 8th at 10:00 AM in room 205/207. Come join us for fun
and fellowship.
BOOK CLUBS
On the first Monday of each month, Book Club meets at Ann York’s home, 2800 Chancel Lane, 907748-0446. If you are interested in being a part of this group, please call Ann and you will be placed on
the email list that goes out to remind everyone of the meeting. We read a wide variety of books.
November 7 will be Small World by Jonathan Evison. He is a fairly new writer and you can get his
book at the Henrico Library. December 5 we will be discussing Breathing Lessons by Anne Tyler, a
Pulitzer Prize winner. January 2 we will discuss The Magnificent Lives of Marjorie Post, by
Allison Pataki. So many good books, so little time!!! Come join us and keep reading!
The Second Monday Book Club will travel into the world of Isabel Allende's Violeta. The narrative
originates in South America facing multiple crises, i.e. the Great War, the Spanish flu, and the Great
Depression. Allende’s life was shaped by some of the most important events of history. Discussion
leader is Brenda and we are gathering at 1:00 pm.
December's choice is The Magnificent Lives of Marjorie Post by Allison Pataki. Marjorie’s
journey began gluing cereal boxes in her father's barn as a young girl in Battle Creek, Michigan and
she worked hard to become a savvy entrepreneur, a visionary philanthropist, and much more.
Discussion leader is Bess.
All meetings welcome you to 11129 Woodbaron Court, 23233. You can call Bess Traylor at 804-7477494 for directions. We primarily select historical fiction for our group.

CREATION CARE
First of all, things to be thankful for:
1) Dominion Energy is planning a $1.27 billion solar energy program that will generate more than
800 megawatts of electricity;
2 "Virginia Tech receives its largest-ever grant to fund efforts in smart farming . . . to help them enact climate-smart agricultural practices" (RTD, 9/21, p. A 8);
3 ) "The Global Effort to Waste Not, Want Not When It Comes to Food. . . . Around the world, a broad
array of efforts are being launched to combat two pressing global problems: hunger and climate
change. . . . Food waste, when it rots, produces methane gas. . . . In the United States, the single largest
volume of material sent to landfills and incinerators comes from food waste. . . .Today, 31 percent of
food that is grown, shipped or sold is wasted. . . . Amid the growing urgency, governments
and entrepreneurs are coming up with different ways to waste less food. (NYT, 10/16, p. 20).
Things to pray for and act on:
1) "Nigeria's Worst Flooding in Years Kills Hundreds. . . Over a Million Are Displaced as Waters
Keep Rising " (NYT, 10/18, p. A10);
2) "The James River's health has gotten better. But improvement has stalled." (RTD, 11/22, p. A
1);
3) "Millions Are on Edge of Famine. . . . Covid, climate change and conflict are pushing the world
to a food crisis" (NYT, 6/12, p. 10).
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HOLIDAY MISSIONS

November 2022

Hearth of Henrico Thanksgiving boxes are available to fill for a needy family. The sign-up genius is
here. Alternatively, you can pick up a box and sign-up in the Welcome Center on Sunday. The shopping
list is here or available in the Welcome Center. The last Sunday to pick up a box is November 6 and all
boxes are due back to Room 203 by November 11. If you prefer, you can donate $50 to fill a box or a $20
gift card for the family to buy perishables. For questions, contact Laurel Via, (276) 492-6795
or laurel.via@richmond.edu).
We are once again providing gifts for the children of incarcerated individuals for Angel Tree. Assistance
is needed for calling the families to obtain information about the children and desired gifts. This is an
easy and fun task that can be done at your convenience. If you can help, reach out to Laurel Marks, (804)
304-7340 or laurelsmarks@yahoo.com. Watch for the tree coming soon and grab an angel. Make a
child’s Christmas more joyous.
We will also be collecting Gifts for the Manger to support future and ongoing missions. Chosen
missions this year are Open Table, Mission Trips (one is upcoming in 2023), Crossover Clinic, and
UMCOR – Hurricane Relief. Celebrate the birth of Christ by sharing with our neighbors in need.
MISSION TRIP TO SIERRA LEONE
Helping Children Worldwide, an organization River Road has long supported, is planning four mission
trips to Sierra Leone in 2023. Information sessions are upcoming. River Road members have been on
prior trips. If you are interested, reach out to Ann Hodges or to yasmine@helpingchildrenworldwide.org
for more information.
ONGOING NEEDS - FOOD PANTRIES
Thanks to your generous contributions, we continue to supply food to the pantries at Ginter Park United
Methodist Church, Belmont United Methodist Church and St. Paul’s Catholic Church and to residents of
the shelter at Safe Harbor. Most-needed items remain peanut butter; tomato sauce in 15 oz. cans; 1 lb.
spaghetti noodles; canned fruit and vegetables; canned soups and beans; canned chicken and tuna;
ravioli/spaghettios; boxed cereal; oatmeal; non-refrigerated microwave meals; diapers (sizes 4, 5 and 6
are most needed); and wipes. Standard container sizes are appreciated for packing purposes and no glass
containers. Watch for weekly updates regarding particular needs.
“And

do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” Hebrews
13:16.
Thanks be to God for leading us to love our neighbors to life. For more missions information, contact Ann
Hodges, ahodges@richmond.edu or 804-339-9440.

CREATION CARE - continued
Things we can do include:
1) Advocate and speak up! 2) Dedicate ourselves to practical ways to live a more sustainable life and cut
costs too (e.g., switch to a reusable K-cup filter, reduce food waste, compost); 3) Plant milkweed and other
native plants; and 4) Join and support the many nonprofits dedicated to combating climate change and
creating a more sustainable world to care for God’s creation and God’s people.
Respectfully submitted, (Dr) Michael j Wriston, Chair RRUMC Earth Advocacy Committee

Join Us For Advent: REEL TO REAL
Nov. 27 The Christmas Story
Dec. 4
8800 River Road
Henrico VA 23229
Phone: 804-740-7061
Fax: 804-740-3367
Preschool: 754-0227

It’s a Wonderful Life

Dec. 11 How the Grinch Stole Christmas
Dec. 18 A Charlie Brown Christmas
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Services
On Christmas Eve, we will have two (2) services:
4:00pm—Contemporary Service
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We’re on the web at
www.riverroadumc.org

7:00pm—Traditional Service with
Holy Communion
On Christmas Day, we will have one (1) service
at 10:00am.

Open Arms Christian Preschool
We’ve had a great first few months back to
school at OACP! In October we were able to
bring the pumpkin patch to the school (since
our field trip got rained out) and enjoyed many
fun activities with our pumpkins. Our
classrooms had lots of learning happening with
“On the Farm”, “Fall”, and “Pumpkin” themes
throughout the month. In November we are
looking forward to our “Thanks-Giving” Food
Drive for the Ginter Park Food Pantry and
sharing the
many ways
we give
thanks! We
have lots of exciting things happening
at Open Arms! If your family or
friends are interested in attending
OACP please reach out to Nora
Hamlet, 804-754-0227
openarms@riverroadumc.org.

